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iraq Uumtites new exploration drive 

iQCOSIA (AP) — Iraq has laundwd an oil and gai expk>ration drive 
a U.N. embargp on liiel exports, the Iraqi News Agency 
TC^^ed Monday, Ofl MinistiBr Safa Hadi Jawad was quoted as saying 
^ teisniolopeal teams had been aec up to carry out surveys mainly In 
ibe sonthein and westm sectors of Iraq. Iraq is lobbying the Unit^ 
Ntfions to lift the three'year-^M embargo imposed after its invasion of 
: Kiamit in August 1990, which led to the Gulf war. The INA report 
quo^ Mr. Jawad as saying some 1,300 geoh^sts. geophysicists and 
engimrs were on the teams. They will look new reserves tn the 
picnioces of Basra. Wasit, Al Anbar and Ninawa and in the western 
..dmeit and southeast of the Euphrates River. Oil Ministry workers 
have already dug wells in different parts of the country and plan to 
sink more in Al Anbar, Salafa Ai Din, Maysan, Al Basrah. Wasit and 
Diyata provinces, the report said. Mr. Jawad said they aehieved 
'‘renunkaMe resams" despite dilficuldes caused by U.N. Trad? 
sanctkms, such as the lad( of special equipment needM to carry out 
snrvqys and spare parts. 
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Israel, Vatican to 
swap 

envoys in January 

TBL AVIV (AFIO — Israel 
' and tiie'.yatican will exdiange 
envoystn January in a fir^ step 
tonuds forging foH diplomatic 
ties, D^ty Foreira Minister 
Yosu B^n said hfonday. llie 
appohitinents will be made 
under a 14-point ^eement 
which IsFael and the Vatican 
are scbednled to sign on Dec. 
30, said Mr. Beilin, who repre- 
sents Israel in negotiations 
widi foe Vatican. Some details 
dt the agreement still have to 
be worked out, be told AFP 
without elaborating. But it in- 
dndes foe naming of a speciri 
biadi envoy to the 'Vatican 
with ambassador status, and a 
Vatican representative in 
Israel, he said. They will be 
upgraded to ambassadors by 
A|^ when both sides will have 
' completely nonnalised ties, he 
said. 

Peres: Television 
threatens Israel 

PARIS (AFP) — The wont 
threat to ktael is not milirary. 
but cultural, according to 
Isradi Foreign Minister Shi- 
m(Mi Pern. **For us, as for you, 
the ^eatest threat isn't a'milit- 
uy invasaon, but a culturd 
invasion and cable television is 
more dangmous to our identity 
than foe intifada," the minister 
said in an interview published 
by ^ 'French newspaper Le 
Monde in its edition dated 
Tuesday. ‘^Television knows 
no boimdaries and for some 
(braeli) youths foe most im- 
pQitant woman isn't Rebecca, 
itdrSarsb, but Madonna,*' Mr. 
PerCs saad. qxalung of women 
out Of foe Old Testament 'and 
of the U.iS. star figure. 

U.S. Companies 
evadh 

sanctions — report 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
American corporations reg- 
ularly evade U.S. sanctions by 
using their foreign subsidiaries 
to condoct business with Cuba 
and Libya, foe New York 
Tunes r^rted Monday. The 
compames are taking advan- 
tage of porous laws and iax 
enforcement of U.S. trade 
sanctions, the daily said, citing 
Treasury Department studies. 
A 1987 study of foe American 
presence in Libya concluded 
foat 160 foreign subsidiaries of 
80 U.S. companies were doing 
at least S266 million of trade 
with Tripoli. In 1991, sub- 
SRfiaries of U.S. companies did 
more than F700 million of 
trade with Cuba, according to 
another study. That amount 
has dropped sharply since the 
1992 pas^e of a law barring 
sub^aries from doing busi- 
ness with Havana. 


Y 9 killed in Algeria 

ALGIERS (R) — Seven 
armed militants and a police 
- hispectof were killed in dashes 
around. Algeria over the past 
five days, the state news a^n- 
cy Al^ quoted security ser- 
.rices as saying on Monday. A 
second police inspector was 
kaied, according to the inde- 
pendent new^aper Al Watan 
and a drath notice from his 
family: Tlie deaths bring to at 
least 169 foe number of people 
killed this month, induding 16 
foreigners. 




China to abolish 
Hong Kong assembly 

hong KONG (AFP) — Chi- 
na saidMonday it would carry 
out its threat to abolish Hong 
Kong’s iraslative assembly on 
July- 1, 19^, the day 
resumes sovereignty of this 
Biftish Colony. In a Xinhua 
News report moni- 

.to^ here, a spokesman for 
'foe Kong Kong and Macau 
Affairs C^tice said the assem- 
Uy aiKl other local legislative 
would be disbanded and 
- then ’'reorganised’' under 
^^nese rule. The spokesman 
said foat,. with foe termination 
^ 'Sntifo rule, all laws coo- 
cerning. foe terms of office for 
^ tKr^ levels of government 
in foe colony would be abo- 
lished as they contravened the 
E>asie Jaw. The statement was 
fou find ofR^ confirmation 
that Oto would act on its 
wanuu|:to dose the Legisla- 
tive Council following an 
acrimoiifoiis row with Britain. 


King receives message from Assad, 
holds talks with Farouk Al Sharaa 

Syria to insist on 
full implementation 
of U.N. resolutions 


. AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majes- 
ty King Hussein Monday re- 
ceived a message from Syrian 
President Hafez Al Assad 
dealing with Jordantan-Syrian 
coordination in the Middle 
East peace process. The mes- 
sage was delivered by Syrian 
Foreign hfintster Farouk Al 
Sharaa. 

In a meeting at the royal 
palace attended by His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san, King Hussein and Mr. 
Shaina exchanged views on va- 
rious regional and internation- 
al issues and disg»i«grf the 
latest developments in the 
Middle East peace process, 
affirming the importance of 
continued Arab coordination 
with the aim of regaining Arab 
rights and achieving a just, 
comprehensive and lasting 
peace in the regjon," foe Jor- 
dan News Agency, Petra, said. 

The King and Mr. Sharaa 
‘also discussed Jordanian- 
Syrian relations and means of 
enhancing them. Petra said. 
-Tbe-audieiK» was ^attended 
by Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Al Majali, Royal Court 
Chief Sharif Zcid Ben Shaker, 
the King's Politica! Advisor 
Marwan Al Qasem and Minis- 
ter of State for Foreign Affairs 
Talal Al Hassan. On foe Syrian 
side, the meeting was attended 
by Syrian Qiarge d’ Affaires in 
Amman Ahmad Al Dabbas. 

Earlier. Dr. Majali met with 


Mr. Sharaa and discussed bi- 
lateral relations and foe peace 
process. 

Mr. Sharaa fll«n had a meet- 
ing at foe Fordgn Ministry 
with Mr. Hassan on coordinat- 
ing Jordanian-Syrian stanck on 
the peace process and to dis- 
cuss means of unifying Arab 
ranks. 

Mr. Hassan and Mr. Sharaa 
also discussed foe prospects for 
convening the joint Hi^er 
Jordanian-Syrian Committee 
to discuss cooperation. 

Mr. Sharaa said upon his 
departure that Middle 
peace talks will resume in 
Washington if a U.S-Syrian 
summit meeting in mid- 
January is successful. 

Mr. Sharaa said Syria 'was 
not affected the state of 
Israeli-Palestinian talks, 

**Steps are going to take 
place next month which wiU 
result, if ail goes well, in con- 
vening a new round of peace 
negiotiatioas in Washii^;Eon,** 
Mr. Shaiaa told rcMrters be- 
•fore fetiAning to-' S;^ after 
<mly his four-hour visit to Am- 
man. 

"It is very difficult to predict 
the results of foe summit meet- 
ing which wotUd be held in 
Geneva between President 
Hafez Al Assad and President 
Bill Qinton,” Mr. Sharaa said. 

"But we hope results would 
be positive and we hope to 
piush foe peace process forward 


in order to achieve a just and 
comprehensive settlement in 
the region,’’ he added. 

Mr. Sharaa said Syria’s por- 
tion in the U.S.-broker^ 
peace talks, which have com- 
pleted 11 rounds after stalling 
more than two years ago in 
Madrid, had not changed. 

"Syria's stand is very well 
known. We hope foal ^ re^ 
quirement for implementation 
of U.N. Security Council re- 
solutions 242 and 338 as well as 
425 concerning Lebanon would 
be achieved," he said. 

In DamiBcus, foe official 
press said Monday foat Mr. 
Assad will tell President Qin- 
ton next month foat Israel 
must quit all foe occupied terri- 
tories if peace is to be 
achieved. 

The government newspaper 
Tishrio said the Geneva talks 
were of "extreme importance" 
and that foe Syrian president 
would call for a "complete 
Israeli withdrawal" ftom the 
Golan Heights, foe West. Bank 
anS-foe-^m Strip. • v -.4 - 

In a swipe at foe Israel- 
Palestine Libertion Organisa- 
tion deal for Ihnited 

Palestinian autonomy, it said 
Syria "has iKver believed in 
separate compromises," and 
bad warned against tiw dan- 
gCTS they present and gave 
equal value to all occupied 

(Cootmued on page 5) 


Rabin wins confidence 
motion on peace talks 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin's par- 
liament won a oomfbrcable vic- 
tory on Monday over a motion 
of oo confidence brought by 
opponents of the Israel- 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) accord, despite a 
delay in implementation and 
continued violence. 

The opposition called for the 
vote in piwest over peacemak- 
ing with the PLO and attacks 
against Israelis by Palestine 
hardliners. 

Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres said the government 
would push ahead with the 
peace efibrt no matter how 
long it took. 

"It will take a day or two, a 
week or two, a month or two 
months, but we will stand firm 
on fKindples," Mr. Peres said 
in the parliament, or Knesset, 
prior to departing for ^ro to 
lead negotiations with the 
PLO. 

Israel missed a Dec. 13 


deadline to uitbdraw ifom foe 
Gaza Strip and the West Bank 
town of Jericho, principally be- 
cause of disagreement over 
who will control border cros- 
rings with Egypt and Jordan. 

The motion in foe 120-seat 
parliament was defeated 54 to 
44 with two members of the 
ultra-religious Shas party ab- 
staining. 

Government whips went as 
for as the hospital to round up 
coalition members. Labour 
Party legislator Salab Tarif. 
hospitalised for back surgery, 
was broi^ht in a wheelchair for 
the vote. 

Mr. Rabin commands foe 
loyalty of 56 legislators and is 
guaranteed the support of 
another five le^lators belong- 
ing to Arab parties on peace 
issues, allowng him a bare 
majority of 61 in a full house. 

After foe Sept. 13 Israel- 
PLO accord, the opposition 

((Continued on page 5) 


Soviet emigres protest 
menial jobs in Israel 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Two hun- 
dred doctors, enpneers and 
teachers from the former 
Soviet Union marched past 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin's office Monday car- 
rying squeegees in protest of 
the menial labour many are. 
forced to do. 

Israeli officials say 80 per 
cent of foe immigrants are em- 
ployed. But many sweep 
streets, clean floors .or guard 
buildings, and fewer than half 
foe profe^onals who have im- 
migrated since 1989 have 
found jobs in their fields. 

"We are sick of being re- 
garded as some bothersome 
element. We want things to be 
better for everyone," shouted 
Nafoan Sharansky, a ft^er 
Soviet prisoner of conscience 
whose Soviet Zionist Forum 
sponsored foe protest. 

Actors put on a skit with a 
mock demand for parliament 
to pass a law requiring immig- 
rants to put in at least a six- 
month "scrubbing period,” 


since that is what ends up 
happening to many. 

Forum figures show that 
two-thirds of engineers, 60 per 
cent of physicians and more 
than 70 per cent of teachers are 
not working in their fields. 

In all, 84,000 such profes- 
sionals have immigrated in a 
wave of 473,(XX) newcomers to 
Israel from the former Soviet 
Union since 1989. More than 
half the immigrants arrived be- 
fore the end of 1990. The flow 
has slow^ along with the job 
market with only about 61,700 
expeaed this year. 

Former Soviets make up 
neariy half of Israel's immig- 
rant labour force, and activists 
contend foe demeaning labour 
is. slowing down the immigrant 
flow and demoralising many 
who are already here. 

"I have no doubt that if the 
situation were better we could 
expect much larger numbers of 
immigrants,**, said Yuli 
Koshorovsky, vice president of 
Mr. Sharansky's forum. 


Activists 
urge Egypt 
to locate 
Kikhia. 

AMMAN (AP) Human 
rights activists Monday called 
on Egypt to exert pre^ure on 
Libya to track down a leading 
dissident who vanished from a 
Cairo hotel earlier this month. 

More than 100 Jordanian 
lawmakers, unionists and 
members of political parties 
attended a rdly for former 
Libyan Foreign Minister Man- 
sur Kikhia, who disappeared 
Dec. 10 while attending a hu- 
man rights conference in foe 
Egyptian capital. 

Speakers suggested that 
Libya abducted Mr. Kikhia 
and held the Egyptian govern- 
ment responsible for finding 
him. 

"It b imperative for us to 
discover Kikhia's whereabouts, 
and Egypt b asked to investi- 
gate Che matter with Libyan 
authorities," said Amin 
Shukeit, head of the lordaniaiv 
branch of the Cairo-based 
Arab Organisation for Human 
Ri^ts. 

Mr. Kikhia, 62, was Lily's 
chief dele^te to the United 
Nations for five years until 
quitting in 1980 to protest the 
executions of opponents of Li- 
byan leader Mcrammar Qadha- 
fi. 

Tripoli has denied any in- 
volvement and claims the U.S. 
Central Imeiligence Agency 
was behind the kidnapping. 

U.S. President Bill Clinton 
has written to Egypt to e;qpress 
hb concern about foe dis- 
appearance of Mr. Kikhia. 
whose wife and children are 
U.S. citizens. Mr. Kikhia re- 
portedly intended to move to 
the United States • 

Monday's indoor tally was 
attended by prominent Jorda- 
nian personalities, induding 
Parliament Speaker Taber 
Masri. 

Leila Sharaf. a member of 
the Senate, said that Mr. 
Kikhia's disappearance was a 
"serious violation of human 
rights and threatens foe free- 
dom of expression for 250 mil- 
lion people in the Arab 
World." 



His Mqjesty King Hussein Monday holds talks 
with Syrian Foreign Minister Faronk Al Sharaa 


in a meetiiig attended by Hb Royal Hi^ness 
Oown PrinM Hassan (Petra photo) 


Peres, Abbas meet in Cairo; 
no sign of a breakthrough 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Palesti- 
nian Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) and Israel reopened 
p^ce talks Monday, with both 
sides led by major figures in 
the secret meetings earlier fob 
year that made the first break- 
through between the decades- 
old enemies. 

Palestinian and Israeli offi- 
cials expressed hope that thb 
round would reach agreement 
for Israer-s army to begin pull- 
ing out , of the Gaza and 
Jericho, two weeks after a 
deadline for starting the with- 
drawal. 

Egyptian Foreign Minbter 
Amr Mousa met separately 
with Israeli Foreign Minister 
Shhnon Peres and Palestinian 
negotiator Mahmoud Abbas 
before foe two were joined by 
other debates for informal 
talks. 

Their meeting lasted just 
over one hour and was fol- 
lowed by a dinner hosted by 
Mr. Musa. 

Neither Mr. Peres nor Mr. 
Abbas would give details. 
"There is nothing yet,” Mr. 
Abbas said. 

. Palestinian negotiator Nabil 
Shaath told reporters that 
Mcmday*s talks were "prepara- 
tions for the official meetings 
tomorrow." 

Mr. Musa, who met Sunday 
with PLO leader Yasser Ara- 
fet, said he was hopeful the 
two sides could reach agree- 
ment. "The gaps are not that 



.ShmiiMri Peres 

far, and the agreement is possi- 
ble," he said. 

But Mr. Peres, who b head- 
ing the Israeli delegation to foe 
talks here, said before arrival 
that he was bringing no new 
offers. His comment came 
amid reports foe two sides still 
differ on the key issue of how 
much land Israel will cede 
around Jericho. 

Mr. Peres told reporters in 
Cairo that be wanted to get 
beyond vociferous arguments 
over issues like Jericho and 
push for esublishing Palesti- 
nian autonomy under the 
Israeli-PLO accord signed in 
September. 

“The purpose b to conduct 
very serious negotiations, re- 


Mahmoad Abbas 

membering there are two sides 
to the story," Mr. Peres said. 
“We’re not ignoring that, and 
wishing the Palestinians real 
success." 

Mr. Peres said Israel wanted 
to give the Palestinians "the 
most we can in the way of 
dignity... so that they will be 
able to run their own life." 

But in an interview pub- 
ibhed Monday in the Israeli 
daily Yediot Ahronot, he 
warned that Mr. Arafat was 
seeking concessions that Isreal 
was not prepared to give.’’ 

"I very much hope that Ara- 
fet comes down from that tree 
he’s climbed because I am not 

(Continued on page 5) 


Yemeni 
envoy 
briefs 
King on 
efforts to 
end crisis 

AMMAN U.T.) — His Majes^ 
ty King Hussein Monday rc- 
ttiv’cd uf the Royal Cou'n in 
the presence of’ His Royal 
Highness Crov^Ti Prince Has- 
san Yemeni Deputy Prime 
Minister Mujahed Abu Sha- 
wareb who conveyed to foe 
King a verbal message from 
the S'emeni leadership dealing 
with bilateral relations and the 
political situation in Yemen. 

Mr. Abu Shawareb also con- 
veyed to the King the greetings 
of Yemeni President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh and Vice- 
President Ali Salem Al Beedh 
and their appreciation of the 
King's efforts to end a politick 
crisis in ^'emen. The Yemeni 
official also briefed King Hus- 
sein on the national dialogue 
and consultations taking place 
to end the crisb. 

The King voiced satisfaction 
over the situation in Yemen 
and stressed Jordan’s support 
for the Yemeni leadership and 
people. 

The meeting was attended 
by Prime Minister Abdul 
SiUam Majali, Royal Court 
Chief Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, 
the King's Political Advisor 
Marwan Al Qasem. the King's 
Advisor Khaled Al Karaki and 
foe Yemeni ambassador in 
Amman. 

In Sanaa, the official news 
agency SABA quoted Mr. 
Beedh as saying he would meet 
President Saleh if the laner 
acted on 18 political demand. 

SABA quoted Mr. Beedh as' 
telling a group of religious 
scholars late Sunday that he 
would accept their prqMsal for 
a meeting with Mr. Saleh if his 
condition was met (see page 2). • 

Mr. Saleh, who accepted the ! 
idea on Saturday, led North 
Yemen and Mr. Beedh led. 
South Yemen before foe two- 
merged in 1990. 

The president said recently, 
he agreed to the 18 demands, ' 
made by Mr. Beedh’s Yemen 
Socialist Party (YSP) over two . 
months ago in a quarrel over .' 
the direction the new 'Yemen is 
caking. 


UNIFIL and Oslo protest 
Israeli killing of Norwegian 


NAQOURA, Lebanon (Agen- 
cies) — The United Nations 
and Norway protested to Israel 
Monday over the killing of a 
Norwegian U.N. peacekeeper 
by Israeli tankfire in southern 
Lebanon. 

A spokesman for foe United 
Nations Int erim Force In 
Lebanon (UNIFIL) said foe 
force delivered a strong protest 
over Sunday’s Idllirig to an 
Israeli liaison officer in a meet- 
ing on the Lebanese-lsraeli 
•border. 

"The Israeli officer express- 
ed hb re^t and explained 
that the incident was foe result 
of unauthorised firing" by a 
tank commander in the eastern 
sector of Israel's self-declared 
"security zone." Timur Goksel 
said. 

The Norwegian foreign 
ministry also lodged an pffiaal 
protest, while baeli Deputy 
Foreign Minister Yossi Beilin 
contacted Oslo to convey hb 
regrets. 

Another Norwegian soldier 
was wounded in foe incident. 
He was taken to hospital in the 
northern Israeli town of Haifa, 
where his condition was re- 
ported to be “serious, but not 
life-threatening." 

Norway's Deputy Foreign 
Minister Jan Egeiand said the 
peacekeepers were on patrol 
when the tank opened fire. 
"F^r us this is quite incompre- 
hensible. We deeply regret a 
Norwegian life has teen lost." 
he said. 

Goksel said the tank was in 
the Blat region where Norwe- 
gian peacekeepers are de- 
ployed. Militaty sources in 
hrael said a patrol shelled the 


region after spotting su^icious 
figurn. whom they mbtook for 
anti-Israeli guerrillas. 

Before foe killing, UNIFIL 
had already protest^ to Israeli 
forces on Sunday over the 
"careless firing onto an Irish 
position in the central sector of 
foe security zone." foe spokes- 
man added. 

A total of 195 UNIHL sol- 
diers have been killed in South 
Lebanon, including 20 Norwe- 
gian trooprs, since the 5.200- 
strong pe^keeping force was 
deployed in South Lebanon in 
1978. 

In a separate incident, a 
65-year-old woman was killed 
by Israeli shelling on Braachit 
village in the south Monday, 
security sources said. 

Lebanon security sources in- 
side the zone said eight UNI- 
FIL soldiers were in the patrol 
on the outskirts of Blat, which 
is inside the zone. 

They said an Israeli tank in 
Aishiyeh, some three 
kilometres to foe east, fired 
. several rounds at the patrol. 

UNIFIL soldiers routinely 
patrol Blat but they rarely ven- 
ture to its outskirts and usually 
inform the Israeli forces when 
they plan such patrols, the 
Lebanese sources said. 

Tliis was denied by Mr. 
Goksel. however. He said 
peacekeepers went on the 
isame patrol almost every 
night. 

Mr. Goksel said U.N. 
peacekeepers found traces of a 
tank shell loaded with steel 
darts. 

Norwegian peacekeepers 
went on alert in the area. 


Arafat visits Yemen as 
Husseini holds Riyadh talks 


SANAA (Agencies) — Palesti- 
nian leader Yasser Arafet ar- 
rived Monday to brief Yemen's 
leadership on the peace talks 
that his aides were to resume 
with the Israelis in Egypt later 
in the day. 

Yemen b a close supporter 
of foe chairman of foe Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) and still shelters some 
2.000 of the PLO fighters that 
Mr. Arafat wants to move as 
policemen to Jericho and 
Gaza. 

In arrival statements. Mr. 
Arafat, who came from Cairo 
where he held advance talks 
Sunday with the Egyptian 
hosts, said the "most impor- 
tant obstacle" sprang from 
Israel's interpretation of the 
Sept. 13 declaration of princi- 
ples on Palestinian self-rule. 

He listed the problems as the 
size of foe Jericho area, con- 
tinue over border crossing and 
the issue of East Jerusalem. 

Mr. Arafat was also ex- 
peaed to pursue his efforts to 
arrange a reconciliation meet- 
ing between Yemeni President 
Ali Abdullah Saleh and his 
vice president, Ali Salem Al 
beedh. 

Mr. Beedh has kept away 
from the capital Sanaa since 
August because of differences 
over foe pace of integration 
since he led his fonner South 
Yemen into merger with Mr. 
Saleh's North Yemen three 
years ago. (See page 2) 

In neighbouring Saudi Ara- 
bia, whose leaders still distance 
themselves from Mr. Arafei, 
prominent Palestinian figure 
Faisal Husseini held talks on 
financial aid for foe Palestf- 


nians in the West Bank. 

Mr. Husseini met with Saudi 
Foreign Minister Mnce Saud 
Al Faisal. 

A diplomatic source said the 
talks concentrated on "means 
of aiding the inhabitants of the 
occupied Arab territories who 
are the real struggleis" aganst 
the Israeli occupation. 

The source, who spoke, on 
condition he nor be named, 
said Mr. Husseini was carrying 
a study on those needs, 'nere 
was no elaboration. 

The oil-rich Kingdom is the 
main benefactor of foe Palesti- 
nians but has teen channelling 
multimillion-dollar donations 
and assistance direaly to the 
Palestinians after it turned its 
back on the PLO leadersttip 
. when Mr. Arafat sided wifo 
Iraq during the Gulf crisis. 

The kingdom, however, has 
pledged $100 million to foe 
international “funds amassed 
for the Palestinian entity in 
Gaza and Jericho. 

Mr. Husseini arrived 'in 
Riyadh Sunday on his first visit 
IQ Saudi Arabia since the 1^1 
Gulf war. 

In August, Mr. Husseini met 
. Prince Faisal in C!airo to dis- 
cuss the Saudi financial con- 
tribution to Palestinian autoh- 
omy. 

Later Monday, Mr. Arafat 
met President ^leh to discuss 
problems delaying the imple- 
mentation of Palestinian' 
autonomy. 

Mr. Saleh reiterated his 
country's support for the 
"ea^ of the Palestinian 
pie.” the official news agency 
SABA reported. 





Middle East News 


JORDAN TIMES. TUESDAV. 



blamist hardliners 
get ahead in Kuwait 


I By William Madean 
; ■ Reuter 

I 

KUWAIT — Kuwait's Islamic 
hardliners, brushing off liberal 
pidtests, are steadily expand- 
ing a campaign to turn the 
bii’pFOdudng emirate into a 
fiiUy Islamic society. 

‘ Tlieir strftiy-s^ly approadi 
lias been paying off in growing 
pvliamentary support and ex- 
pensive coverage of their de- 
mands and arguments in news- 
papers and magazines. 

JCuwait's brand of Islamists 
are a far cry from the firebrand 
variety across the Gulf waters 
m. Iran or their militant co- 
ndigionists in Algeria. 

.Islamic leaders said in inter- 
views they had no wish to 
overthrow the existing order, 
only to make it more Islamic. 

; ,‘*Many of us were educated 
in' die West and we want to 
continue to benefit from West- ' 
ern science and technology. 
We know the West helped us a 
lot in liberating our country, 
(firom Iraqi occupation)." Par- 
nament Member Ahm^ Baq- 
er told Reuters. 

I **But we are Muslims and we 
need to say that out loud." 

I -Few go so far as Muslim 
^rfc Sheikh Abdul Aziz A1 
Hoda, who says low oil prices 
and dironic b^ debt problems 
hre divine punishment for 
Kuwait's failure to implement 
hill Islamic law. 

I But all say a post-Guif war 
Upsui^ in crime and juvenile 
delinquency will best be cured 
by stricter a^erence to Islam. 

Mr. Baqer is a member of 
the Salaf group — its name 
means a return to the path of 
the forefathers — which 
Emerged in the 1970s when 
many Arabs and Muslims 
turned to religion after the 
shattering Arab defeat by 
^rael in tbe 1967 war. 

^ Since the Gulf crisb Islam- 
Bts have built on tiieir active 
iole during Iraq's oocupatioa. 
Mosques were centres of dvi- 
firm resistance and isiamkis 
helped distribate food and 

: ^Activists say. this helped 
counter the mflucnce of West- 
ern culture oyer Kuwaitis im- 
iucsed with the role the West 
played in liberating their coun- 

month the government 
smd H was studying ways to 
Jam signals from non-Arab 
foreign satellite television 
diannels that showed indecent 
bsogrammes offensive lo 
Kywaitis. 

: Compared to many Gulf 
^tes Kuwait b a pluralist, 
opra society with a range of 
political beliefs and social prac- 
tices. 


Men and women who are 
unrelated rarely mix and many 
forms of entertainment are 
banned. Alcohol, even non- 
alcoholic beer, is forbidden. 
Discotheques, once tolerated. 
cl(»ed in the 1980s. 

But a lively parliamentary 
tradition and an outspoken 
press fuel a busy intellectual 
life. Substantial numbers of 
women wear Western dress 
and work in business, govern- 
ment and even the army, 
countering the stereotype of 
the protected Muslim wife. 

There has been no proposal 
to restrict the practice of other 
^ths. Freedom of religion is 
enshrined in the constitution. 

However. 39 of parliament's 
50 elected deputies have signed 
a motion advocating a diange 
in the constitution to make 
Islam the sole source of law. 
No date has been set for de- 
bate. 

Article two of the constitu- 
tion says Islam is "a main" — 
thus not the only — source of 
l^islation. Any constitutional 
change is subject to tiie emir's 
^qiroval. 

Liberals accuse the Islamists 
of having no clear idea of tbe 
poUtical. eoononuc and leg^ 
consequences of changing aiti- 
de two and say it would divert 
attention from more pressing 
isues suri} as economic recon- 
struction following the Iraqi 
occupation. 

"Nothing dramatic will hap- 
pen. An Islamic society must 
be implemented here step by 
step," countered Islamist MP 
Khaled Al Adwa. commenting- 
on the results of changing arti- 
cle two. 

"A new article two will have 
value as a statement." echoed 
Mr. Baqer. "But in fact it will 
cfaai^ almost notfaing." 

Liberals also dislike a sepa- 
rate plan by five Islamist 
for creation of an autiiority to 
promote good and probfirit 
evfl. 

They see the proposal, de- 
spite Isdamist denials, as a first 
step that would encourage fun- 
damentalists to police resi- 
dents' daily behaviour as ts 
done in Saudi Ai^a and 

Asked if he saw Kuwait 
adopting Che even stricter so- 
dal norms of nei^bour Saudi 
Arabia. Mr. Adwa said: 

"We cannot make a com- 
parisou with Kuwait and Saudi 
Arabia. Saudi Arabia (biith- 
placx: of Iriam) has a unique 
experience in tlie Islamic field 
wUch Kuwait accepts and re- - 
spects," 

"We are gang to firflow 
onique procedures so ttaat 
Knwutis will not feel perse- 
cuted." 



CONFRONTATION: Jewisb settlen behmgb« to 
tbe extremisl Kach party sfaoot at peace actirist 
Abbie Nathan as be tried to p«snadc them 
against eDlduig Gaza City on Sunday. The 


Kach activists were planning to enter Gaza with 
thdr guns to challenge Palmtintans, but Israeli 
soldiers prevented them from entering (AFP 
photo) 


S. Arabia moves towards 
reform with new council 


By 


AshraT Fouad 
/ieufer 


DUBAI — King Fahd is due to 
convene Saudi Arabia's 
appointed Shura (consultative) 
council this week in the king- 
dom's first major step towards 
political reform. 

Offidal sources and Western 
diplomats in Riyadh said the 
king was expected to hold the 
first session of the 60-member 
body, the country's first repre- 
ibfv ii ■ 


sentative assemblv in almost 60 


)lv 

years, within the next few 
days. 

Senior members of the Saudi 
royal family traditionally con- 
trol the kingdom's administra- 
tion and its vast oil wealth, 
huge foreign assets and milit- 
ary and internal security 
forces. 

Although rules governing 
the new council fall short of 
Western concepts of democra- 
cy. diplomats in Riyadh said it 
represented a big move to- 
wards long-promised changes. 

"It is an important first step 
and.rhe4lifr^ to do iSito.focus 
on this progressive.move." ooe 
Western, (bplomat told Beijlers 
by telephone from Riyadh. 
"Every country has its own 
version of democracy and no 
one has the 'perfect' formula." 

King Fahd appointed the 
Shura coundl in August. A 
month later he named mem- 
bers of re^onal assemblies in a 
further sign that ordinary 
Saudis will for the first time 
have a say in running tiieir 
country's ^airs. 

"Wc (Riyadh’s Western 
ok favoural^ 


allies) look favouraU 
council and are in favour 


on this 
of 


this political liberalisation." 
the diplomat said. 

Diplomats expected that the 
regional assemblies, which like 
the Shura do not include senior 
members of the royal family, 
would hold their first meetings 
after the king opened the first 
Shura session. 

'They said the men named to 
the Snura council and the 
assemblies represented the 
different sectors of the Saudi 
society and rhe appointments 
were well received by the 
people. 

Trie Shura, whidi will meet 
in public, includcb five mem- 
bers of the religious establish- 
ment. 30 holders of doctorates, 
members of latge tribes, repre- 
sentatives from the Muslim 
Shiite minority, active and re- 
tired military officers and 
senior government officials. 

Former Justice Minister 
Sheikh Mohammad Ben Ibra- 
him Ben Jubeir will chair the 
coundl. whose members will 
receive a basic monthly salary 
of about $5,300. 

Decrees setting up the coun- 
dl. which hasa.fcHU'^ycar Kncn, 
said no govemmerit ^d^n- 
ment had authority .gvef,ft.and 
stressed that membefi .'were 
not allowed "to take any pap- 
ers. systems or documents re- 
lated to the coundTs work 
outade the council." 

Diplomats said the deploy- 
ment of hundreds of thousands 
of U.S. and other non-Muslim 
soldiers in (he conservative 
kingdom, home to Islam's 
holiest shrines, durine the 
1990-91 Gulf crisis endea Saudi 
Arabia's isolation and acceler- 
ated reforms which were first 
promised 21 years 


Violence cost Egypt $1.3b in revenue 


* CAIRO (Agencies) — Militant, 
'violence cost E^pt almost 
$L3 billion in lOst revenue 
from tourism this TBar« Tour- 
ism Minister Mamdouh Al Bal- 
tagui said Sunday. 

Revenue from one of 
Egypt's biggest foreign curren- 
cy earners dropped 42.5 per 
cent from the $3 billion re-, 
ceived in 1992. Mr. Baltagui 
told parliament. 

He also said tiiat 21.9 per 
cant fewer tourists visited 
Egypt between Januan' and 
October 1993. compared to the 
same period last year, while 
tfie number of hotel bookings 
dropped 31.7 per cent. 

'• Seven foiei^ tourists have 
died in Egypt since militants 
stepped up a violent campaign 
against President Hosni 
Mubairak's secular government 
In 1992. 

; On Sunday, militants shot 
dead four pofioemea jn south- 
ern 
Jjer' 


1 Egypt, bringing Decem- 
r's police death toll to 18 — 


the highest since militants be- 
gan fighting to overthrow the 
state in 1^. 

Gunmen ambushed and kil- 
led the policemen as they were 
on their way to work in Al 
Qusiya, a militant stronghold 
300 kilometres south of ^ro, 
security sources said. A civilian 
also died in the shooting. 

Tbe militant movement Al 
Camaa Al Istamiyah (Islamic 
Group) has claimed re^xmsi- 
bili^ for two of December's 
police d^tiis and is believed to 
be behind the others, most of 
them involving low-ranking 
conscripts easily targetted on 
thdr way to or from work. 

A police brigadier, captain 
and lieutenant and two con- 
scripts were killed last Sunday 
in the worst shootout vrich mili- 
tants in the southern province 
of Assiyut since March. Three 
militants died on that day. 

Ail but two of the policemen 
killed this month have fallen in 
Asiyut,. where the Gamaa 


launched its campaign in 1992 
to overthrow' tiie government 
and establish a strict Islamic 
state Targetting security per- 
sonnel, Christians and foreign 
tourists. 

The attacks on tourists have 
•subsided, having devastated 
the Egyptian tourist industry, 
but thore on polkemen con- 
tinue to rise. 

December has been a bloody 
month for militants too. IS of 
whom' , died — but of tbote. 
nine were hanged after milit- 
ary tri^. Only six died in 
^ootouts with police. 

Most of the niiw, who were 
sentenced to death in two sepa- 
rate military trials in Oaober 
for murder and conspiracy to 
overthrow the government, 
were members of Jihad (holy 
struggle), the other main mili- 
tant movement in Egypt. 

Their executions bnng the 
number of militants executed 
this year to 29. the highest 
numlwr sent to their deaths for 


political crimes in Egypt in any 
year this century. 

Human rights groups have 
condemned the han^ngs as 
arbitrary and summary, and 
say they only serve to’ widen 
the circle of violence currently 
gripping Egypt. 

The Egyptian Organisation 
for Human Ri^ts on Sunday 
condemned militants groups, 
which It said were responsible 
for most deaths in Eg^t this 
year. 

In a statement, the group 
also decried the "acts of iliegal 
violence practiced by the 
state." including recurring de- 
tentions. tonure. military trials 
and mass death sentences. 

"These dO' not conirilwte to 
ending 'Violent* acts or terror-, 
ism. in as much as they cause 
more harm to the situation 
human rights in our country- 
...which has led to this vicious 
circle of violence and counter- 
violence." the statement 
added. 


Kuwait eyes 

Russian 

weapons 

KUWAIT (Agencies) — 
Kuwait is considering buving 
weapons from Russia, the emi- 
rate s defence minister says. 

Russia and Kuwait signed a 
defence pact in November 
aim^ at improving Kuw-Mt's 
defences. 'The accord provide 
for possible arnu sales, joint 
exercises and military training. 

"Kuwait is regarding those 
offers with interest after sign- 
ing the security agreement be- 
tv^n the two countries." Al 
Anbaa Arabic newspaper on 
Monday quoted Defence 
Minister Sheikh Ali Sabah Al 
.^lem Al Sabah as saving. 

Sheikh AH said a Russian 
delegation was expected to 
visit Kuwait soon to discuss the 
which im'olve weapons 
for Kuwrait's infantry, navy and 
air forces. 

Kuwait's parliament in Au- 
gust voted to reject a recom- 
mendation from its financial 
committee to approve a 1992 
decree law providing for 3.5 
bildon dinars (S11.5 billion)’ in 
extraordinary military, spend- 
irig until 2004. 

Sheikh Ali said that of tbe . 
total amount, up to 1.3 billion 
dinars ($3.9 billion) had either 
been ^ni or committed. 

Muen of the spending has 
been incurred in deals con- 
duded under a defence pact 
signed with the United States 
shortly after Kuwait's libera- 
tion from Iraqi occupation in 
1991. 

Aerospatiale to invest $5m 

*The French company Aeros- 
.patiale has decided to invest 
some S5 million in Kuwait as 
part of an arms coniraa it 
signed with the authorities 
here, an Aerospatiale repre- 
sentative said. 

Jean-Dominfque Ribault, . 

S i by Kuwaiti newspaper 
V, said rhe sum re^e- 
sentea JK) per cent of the 100- 
miliion-franc (S17 million) 
rontram. 

The Kuwaiti government, 
like other Gulf Arab states, 
has established an "offset" 
programme for ploughing back 
into the emirate part of the 
profits of military contracts 
signed with foreign companies. 

Tbe investment programme, . 
the first of its kind in Kuwait.' 
covers economic assistance.' 
mainly in the medical field, 
Mr. febault said. 

Aerospatiale is a major' 
milita^ supplier of the Kuwaiti 
armed forces, which have 
alreai^ bought Gazelle, ^ma 
and $uper Puma helicopters 
from the company. 

Mr. Ribault said new deals 
were being worked out with 
Kuwait, but gave no further 
details. 


Beedh agrees to meet Saleh 
to resolve political crisis 


ADEN, Yemen (Agencies) — 
Yemeni Vice President AU 
Salem Al Beedh has agre^ w 
meet the country’s head of 
state, Ali Abdullah Saleh, to 
resolve a crisis over demands 
for decem^isation of the re- 
cently united country. 

After a meeting Sunday with 
a relig^us delegation attemp- 
ting to mediate between tiie 
two men, Mr. Beedh said he 
was ready for a meeting if the 
president agreed to demands 
to give greater autonomy to 
the two halves of the country. 

Mr. Saleh offered Saturday 
to meet Mr. Beedh on Jan. 9 
after a meeting with Muslim 
theology doctors who prop- 
osed a mosque in Al Jand, 130 
kilometres south of Sanaa, as 
the venue. 

The vice preadent, from the 
former South Yemen, has 
broken links with Mr. Saleh, of 
the former North Yemen, 
rince August. The countiy was 
united in May 1990. 

Mr. Beedh's Yemeni Social- 
ist Party (YSP) i& also deman- 
ding the arrest and trial of 
those responsible for acts of 
political violence in the coun- 
try over the last few years as 
well as the closure of urban 
military camps. 

President Saleh said in com- 
ments published Sunday that 
he had assurances the United 
States was committed to the 
unity of Yemen. 

Mr. Saleh told the Arabic 
daily Al Dustour of Jordan he 
had met with American envoys 
several times and got the mes- 
sage that Washington was 
"committed to Yemeni unity 
and wants a peaceful solution 
to the crisis." 



AB Salem Al Beedh 

The newspaper quoted Mr. 
Saleh as voicing hope his rift 
with Mr. ^edh could be re- 
solved soon. 

"We are trying our best, 
with all political forces and 
partners, to end the crisis," he 
told Al Dustour. 

"We hope that the new year 
win be a year of security and 
that we could eliminate the last 
traces of a divided Yemen," 
said Mr. Saleh. 

Kspute widi S* Arabia 

Mr. Saleh also said Yemen 
pl^ to speed up efforts to 
resolve a torder ^spute with 
Saudi Arabia. 

"Today the political lead- 
ership took a decision to direct 
the government to act speedily 
to resolve the border issue in 
the framework that guarantees 
the rights of the two brotherly 
neighbours." Mr. Saleh said. 

“Tlie decision was taken ... 
and I asked for speeding up 


All AbduBah Saleh 


resolving the border issue with 
the Saudi neighbour," he 
added. 

Mr. Saleh said a decisioft 
had been taken to upgrade to 
ministerial level talks with the 
Saudis to resolve tbe dh^mte 
over the demarcation of Ye- 
men's northern boi^r. Until 
now technical coirunittees have 
teckled the issue. 

There is a laige stretch of 
un^marcated ctert border 
b^ween Yemen and Saudi 
Arabia and an agreement over 
the three disputed areas of 
Najran, JTtzan and Azir. which 
Yemen claims, expired lad 
year and has not been re- 
newed. 

Yemen's ties with its former 
Arab Gulf donors worsened 
after it was seen as backng 
Iraq in the 199(1.91 Gulf crisis. 
Around a million Yemenis 
were expelled ftxMn Saudi Ara- 
bia. 


Fighting, farming 
as the weather in 


By Mark Fritz 

The Associated Press 

SARMANDER — The 
world,, gave Sarmander farm 
tools',' 'sorghiim se<^, crxpert 
advice and an army to keep 
the peace, but that wasnY 
enough. Nobody gave it rain, 
so the harvest fwled and Sar- 
mander is hungry again. 

Nearby Germegel had a 
decent harvest. The sorghum 
was packed into underground 
leaders to last through tbe 
dry season. But a nei^bour- 
ing clan looted the village two 
weeks ago, emptying tbe ear- 
then cellars of four months of 
food. 

Germegel is now a-collec- 
tioD of smtohed thatriied huts 
shaded by trees on a gentle 
hill overlooking a rare thing 
in this pan of Somalia: A 
reservoir. Tbe people have 
fled to other towns, including 
Sarmander, which is flat, par- 
ched and increasingly over- 
crowded. 

Both villa^s are in Soma- 
lia's sorghum basket, the 
heartland of the staple grain 
that often is ground and 
mixed with water to form a 
pastc'calied sor. 

The villages are within 60. 
Uloiiietres of Baidoa, the 
re^isdtated urban centre tbe 
United Nations likes to show 
as a symbol of its eflbn to 
end starvation in Somalia and 
restore a semblance of law 
and order. 

Sarmander and Germegel, 
more Qrpical of this country 
of itinerant fanners, are 
among tbe scores of villages 
around Baidoa that have 
failed to get back on their 
feet despite an unpre- 
cedented relief effort. 

Humwitarian groups say it 


may be necessary to resume 
distributions of free food, 
suspended in July, so feim 
families can survive until the 
next rainy 'season in April. ’ 
• Bnt.Sannender, Germcgd- 
and other flyspe^ villages 
have two things no one can 
change: The dry, caramel col- 
oured soil that yields enough 
food only when the rains 
come twice yearly, and the 
complex interclan rela- 
tionships that are as unpre- 
dictable as the weather. 

Somalia has two growing 
seasons: Tbe gu, whidh be- 
gins with the rains in April 
and ends with an Au^t 
harvest, and the deyr, run- 
ning firm September to late 
December. 

Both were catastrophes in 
Sarmander, which means 
"long tree." People are eat- 
ing coble leaves — weeds, 
actually — and chopping 
down those long trees so they 
can sell wood for food in 
bustling Baidoa. 

Tbe failed harvest was a 
crushing disappointment to 
Farey Madey, vriio was born 
here 36 years ago. 

Mrs. Madey, her husband 
and seven children were 
farming their plot when die 
civil war against dictator 
Mohammad Siad Barre spil- 
led into tbe vUla)te> 

After being driven from 
Mogadishu, the capital, Mr. 
Siad Barre set up headquar- 
ters in Baidoa. His soldiecs 
raided nearby villages, loot- 
ing food stores and shooting 
die occupants. 

. S^ll^e chief Hajt Hussein 
Adam said 330 homes were 
burned down. Sarmander 
once had 5,000 femilies. he 
said; now there are fewer 
than I.S00. 


as fickle 

Somalia 

. * ■ 

The people fled in three 
migrations and many died of 
starvation en ronte. inclwhog 
Mrs. Madey's hu^Tand and 
three of ha chBdrea. 9ie 
made it Co Wagibi- 
kilofinetTGs away, where hotta- 
niUtoan ^cncies hid set np 1 
feed^ ceane. 

She returned for the 
second growiiw season fou 
months ago. Ilie Irish aid 
group Concern gave her 
tools, seeds, and advice. 

"I planted, but nothing 
grew," she said. 

"All the farms are like 
this," said Mohammad Os- 
- man Bui Bui. a Somrii agrO' 
nomisi for Xoncero. "POople 
fare eating leaves now." 

Mr. Bnl Bui tries to pe^ 
suade Somalis to plant littie 
gardens of carrots, c^rbages 
and pei^}ers to get thro^ 
bad sor^um harvests, lu 
teaches them to plant their 
seeds in rows rather than 
haphazardly, so crops can be 
tended more efficiently and 
produce greater yields. 

He wants foni^ to tom 
the soil with plows pulled by 
livestock, rather than by 
hand, and to plow deq>ly so 
the overused topsoil will be 
enriched. 

But in Sarmander. he is 
against nine generations of 
fanning custom. 

"They only believe what 
they learned from their 
grandfathers." Mr. Bui Bui 
said. 

Sarmander is now in tbe 
early days of a dry seasoa 
that will Uat until Af^l. 

The major bumanitario 
' ^tnips in the Baidoa soi^ 
ghum region held an 
emergency meeting in mid- 
Deoember to discuss whether 
to resume giving fo^ to 
places like Santumder. 
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Crown Prince urges measures to 
ensure safety for people, property 



AMMAN (Petra) — His Rwal 
Hi^oess Crown Prince 
san Monday underlined the im- 
porfance of the coming confer- 
enee bn public safe^ which 
will discnss prospects for work- 
ing out a comprehensive prog- 
ramme to ensure safe^ of 
Jordanians and their property. 

Success of such a conference 
would ^uire good prepara- 
tion« said the Prince during a 
visit to the Gvil Defence De- 
partment (CDD) where he met 
wid) the ODD Director Afif A1 
Gbool, senior officers as well 
as ODD officers who took part 
in exthigoishing the recent fire 
at the Safeway stores in Am- 
man. The Crown Prince said it 
is hoped that the coming con- 
ference would result in a com- 
prehensive programme related 


to public safety which would 
enable better handling of 
emergency cases. 

M Jordan seeks to become 
an industrial centre at the re- 
gional level, the Prince said, 
serious efforts should be ex- 
erted to ensure industrial safe- 
ty. 

In reviewing the CDD 
needs, the Crown Prince said 
that OTmpared to the needs of 
the civil defence in other coun- 
tries, there must be a way to 
ensure sufficient fends, equip- 
ment and its m^tenance and 
therefore companies and in- 
dustries ou^t to take the in- 
itiative to meet fee CDD re- 
quirements. 

He also called on the CDD 
to open centres in various parts 
of the Kingdom and said it was 


important for the department 
to Ktablish close cooperation 
with various businesses in Jor- 
dan. 

Discussion during the 
Prince’s visit focused on fee 
way fee civil defence officers 
performed during the fire at 
Safeway. The fire has resulted 
in 264 people being treated fn 
bospit^ due ,10 sufibcation. 

Also Monday, fee Crown 
Prince visited the Army Head- 
quarters where he discussed 
with the Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of St^, Abdul Hafez 
Marai and -his assistants issues 
of importance to the Armed 
Forces. 

Special attention focused on 
the contribution of the Armed 
Forces towards improving the 
national economy. 


Economic restructuring aims at 
attaining a 6 per cent growth rate 
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AMMAN (Petra) — Finance 
Kfioister S^i Gammoh said 
Monday that fee economic res- 
tructuTbig programme agreed 
upon with the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) was 
aimed at achieving an annual 
growth at the rate of six per 
cent in fee first year of an 
e^t^year period envisaged 
the programme. 

Addressing a meeting by a 
number of ministers and par- 
liament membma, Mr. Gam- 
moh said that the programme 
also aims at reducing the 
volume of aid, gradually reduc- 
ing the floargln of deficit in the 
bobget and adiievmg a 
23 per cent increase of the 
domestic product. 

The meeting- was attended 
by Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali, Minister of 
Planning Ziyad Fariz, Dr. 
Rima IGalaf the hfinister of 
Industry and Trade and the 
Central £lank of Jordan CBJ 
Governor Mohammad Al 
Nabniri as well as members of 
the House of Pariiament 
and representatives of the pri- 
vate sectors. 

^ The nsoiti^ was diaire<lby- 
Prone Minister Abdol Sdam- 
Malafi.*^ 

= In -reviewing the beiv^ts'' 
Jordan is bound to adiicve by 
the end of the programme, in 
1997, the minister sdd that the 
programme will enable fee 
Kiiigdmn to reschedule Its ex- 
ternal debts at fee Paris and 
fee London clubs wdiidi, upon 
recommendation from the 
Woiid Bank and the (IMF), 


mil allow Jordan to obtain 
adfetiooal loans. 

The minister noted feat fei- 
Inre to impiement the prog- 
ramme womd result in nega- 
tive consequences for the 
national economy, like the 
prospects to obtain ferther 
loans and the resdieduling 
loans, which would also lead to 
Jordan's inabDity to get suffi- 
cient foreign currency to pay 
for imports. 

The minister said that com- 
mitment to fee implementation 
of fee programme would re- 

r ' e the gradual repayment of 
foreign debts, enc&g them 
by fee end of 1997. 

CBJ Governor Mohammad 
Saeed Nabulsi stressed the un- 
portance of continued ex- 
change of views among the 
concerned parties, including 
the ParKament, over the sales 
tax for the sake of achieving 
consensus on this question and 
other problems feat impede 
die attainment of a stronger 
economy. 

He noted feat one of the 
issues fadng the economy is 
the diminished amounts of’ 
money, transfers from the ex- 
patriates living and working in 
the Gulf, which has - acted 
negatively on fee Jordanian 
economy. 

Noting feat Jordan atteined 
very good results by im-. 
plementing fee economic re- 
form programme in the first 
year, fee CBJ governor said 
the programme was slowed 
down by the 1S190 Gulf crisis, 
but better results were «t- 
pected. 


Referring to this year’s 
gains, the CBJ governor said 
feat due to strict adherence to 
the agreement, Jordan 
achieved an 11.6 per cent 
growth. 

The sales tax, said Dr. 
Nabulri, was bound to create 
additional funds to cover fee 
mcpansion in ensuring suffi- 
cient fiinds to cover the in- 
crease in public expenditure, 
to reduce fee margin of deficit 
and make the country achieve 
suffidency. 

Also addressing fee meeting 
was Dr. Rima Kbalaf Minister 
of Industry and Trade, who 
said feat an increase in the 
money invested in Jordan is 
bound to increase the level of 
exports. 

She said that fee govern- 
ment is currently opening the 
door wide before investors by 
providing incentives, simplying 
fonnalites for investors and 
providing exemptions from the 
income tax to encourage in- 
vestments. 

Pariiament Speaker Taher 
Al Masri. who attended the 
meeting, demanded mbre 
meetings to give suffident time ' 
for the legators, to ‘flully real- 
ise fee bCTcfits of the econo- 
mic programme for Jordan. 1 1 

Mohammad Daudieh. depu- 
ty from Tafileb, criticised the 
application of the sales as 
bound to further deteriorate 
the present different circumst- 
ances and increase proverty. 

He said that fee sales tax 
would widen fee gap between 
the rich and the poor. 
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Decentralisation is important for development 


MAEEN (Petra) — Minister 
of bfoxddpal and Rural Affairs 
and the Environment Ahmad 
Al Aqaileh Monday under- 
lined the importance of focal 
administiations in fee develop- 
ment process. 

In an opening address at a 
semhiar on local administra- 
tion in Amman, Balqa and 
Zarqa held at Arfitar Hotel in 
Ma^, Mr. Aqaileh said it 
was difficult to a^eve a com- 
ptehensive developrnrat with- 
out giving local administrations 
a key role and stressed feat 
local ad ministra tions were the 
product of a di^ntraUsation 


He referred to fee heavy 


burdens shouldered by heads 
of local administrations, saying 
may ors are always required to 
strike a balance demands and 
available resources. 

Another address was deli- 
vered by Madaba District Gov^ 
ernor Infeam Al Waked who 
streskd fee hnpoitanoe of such 
seminars and emphasised their 
role providing mayors with in- 
fonnation on de^lophig and 
improving the peiforniance of 
mnnidpalities. 

Mr. 'Waked criticised fee' 
emrent law on mnnidpaUties 
and said it needs to be updated 
■fee conform with the r^uire- 
ments of the present time.. 


Dhetior of fee Institute of 
Public Administration's Stu- 
dies and Consultations Depart- 
ment Awni Al Halasa said, in 
his addr^ that fee seminar 
was the fruit of cooperation 
between the institute, the 
ministry and the Cities and 
VUlages Developcnent Bank. 

The institute. Dr. Halasa said, 
has planed to hold several 
s^inars ^ municipal coun- 
cils in 1994. *niese seminars 
will focus on new administra- 
tive concepts, he explained. 

The two^y seminar mms ax 
acquainting the participants 
wife basic information on the 
role of the municipal councils 
in fee development process. 


Govemment sets up committee to study 
private sector demands regarding sales tax 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment Monday set up a com- 
mittee to study specific de- 
mands of the business com- 
munity related to the planned 
introduction of a sales tax to 
replace fee consumption tax 
in view of fee opposition to 
the levy expressed by fee 
private sector. . ■ 

The decision was taken by 
the Economic Consultative 
Committee during a meeting 
chaired by Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali follow- 
ing a briefing by Finance 
Muiister Sami Gammoh on 
his contacts with the buriness 
community. 

. Tbe new panel will include 
representatives of the Minis- 
try of Hnance, fee Ministry 
of industry and Trade, fee 
Federation of Jordanian 
Chambers of Industry and 
Commerce and fee general 
manager of fee Associatiun 
of Banks in Jordan. Or. 
Abdullah Maiki, represent- 
ing fee services sector. 

In essehre, the~ romniittee 
will not be looking into the 
pros and cons of introducing 
the tax since it is inevitable 
under the tenns of the econo- 
mic restructuring programme 
agreed with the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF). 


In fact, officials point out. 
Jordan has already missed 
several deadlines to intro- 
duce the sales tax and there 
cannot be any furfeer delay 
since fee TMF has set a fin^ 
deadline of February 1994 for 
fee levy to go into effect. 

They said that there has 
been enough debate on the 
subject and any going back to 
discussing fee advantages and 
disadvantages of the s^es tax 
would only lead to a prot- 
racted process while there 
cannot be any escape fr^ 
introducing the law as stipu- 
lated by fee IMF. 

In order to cut down fee 
process, the Economic Con- 
sultative Committee decided 
Monday that the newly set up 
would only study cer- 
tain spedfic demands from 
the private sector. ' 

The first demand is that fee 
sales tax be charged on im- 
ports on the acfeal landed 
cost without including the 
customs duties. This demand 
came from importers. 

The second demand, com- 
mon both to fee importers 
and the industrial sector, is 
that fee second stage of the 
tax — covering the services 
sector and an eventual intro- 
duction of a value added tax 
— be implemented under a 
separate law rather than the 
present draft automatically 
clearing the way under a deci- 


sion by the government. 

Another demand is that 
fee govemment should not 
have a fr^ hand in determin- 
ing the rate of fee sales tax. 
In Its present form, the draft 
law empowers the govern- 
ment to increase or decrease 
fee rate at its discretion. 

Mr. Gammoh undertook 
during Monday's meeting 
that a ceiling of 20 per cent 
would be as the highest rate 
for the levy. This rate is 
expected to be applicable to 
goods clas»fted as luxury 
products. 

Mr. Gammoh briefed the 
Economic Consoltative Com- 
mittee on fee outcome of a 
meeting he held with 
businessmen at fee Chamber 
of Industry last week where 
the propo^ tax came under 
heavy criticism. 

Mr. Gammoh said the sales 
tax would not lead to any rise 
in prices during the first year 
since it would only be replac- 
ing a consumption tax which 
was already in force since 
1992. 

He also explained that the 
rates of customs duties and 
income tax would be tnongbt 
down simultaneous with the 
introduction of the sales tax. 
and as such fee levy should 
go into force immediately to 
make up for the shortfalls in 
customs and income tax re- 
venues. 


Among the items exempt 
from the sales tax would be 
unprocessed agricultural pro- 
duce and natural resources 
and live stock, fee Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, re- 
ported. 

Officials have said that 
basic food items, educational 
material and medicines 
would also be exempt from 
fee levy. 

According to the minister, 
fee sales tax is part of a much 
needed reform in Jordan's 
overall taxation system and is 
not different from similar 
levies in force in more than 
SS countries. 

The sales tax was also one 
of the themes that were dealt 
with during a meeting later 
on Monday where Mr. Gam- 
moh. Minister of Industry 
and Trade Rima Khalaf and 
Central Bank of Jordan 
(CBJ) Governor Mohammad 
Saed Al Nabulsi briefed 
members of the Lower House 
of Parliament on the general 
budget for 1994 and the over- 
all economic and monetary 
situation and policies of the 
government. 

While Mr. Gammoh and 
Dr. Nabulsi presented an 
overview of the objectives of 
the present economic policies 
and the programme pre- 
scribed by the IMF, Dr. Kha- 
laf talked about Jordan's ap- 
plication to join the General 


Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade (GATT). 

Dr. Khalaf said that ap- 
plying to join GaTT did noL 
mean that Jordan would 
automatically become a~ 
member of the agreement. - 

On the one hand, she said',' 
while other governments 
would reduce or eliminate 
customs duties and remove 
other trade barriers, if any', 
against Jordanian piquets', 
fee Kingdom was duty-bound 
to offer similar treatment to 
products coming in Froth' 
Other countries. 

She said this was an are^' 
where Jordan intended to" 
negotiate with GATT mem- 
bers with a view to ensuring- 
protection for Jordanian in- 
dustries wherever possible. ' 

It cannot be ruled out that 
Jordan could not reach 
acceptable agreements with' 
other GATT members. Dr.'. 
Khalaf said. But, in general.; 
she said Jordan would like to ' 
join GATT and seek agree-', 
ments favourable to the ‘ 
Kingdom. 

Economic experts noie> 
feat Israel, a long-term mem- 
ber of GATT, had managed, 
to secure many agreements' 
that clearly protect its indus-< 
tty and there is no reasoa 
why Jordan should not reach! 
similar accords with GATT 
members. 


Imports via Aqaba will not be affected— Iraqi officials 


By a JordaD Times 
Staff Reporter 

'AMMAN — Iraq on Monday 
assured Jordan that the 
reopening of the port of 
Umm Qasr in the Gulf would 
not affect the flow of Iraq- 
bound cargo throu^ Aqaba. 
Jordanian officials and Iraqi 
sources said. 

Th^ said the assurance 
was given by Iraqi Transport 
Ministry Under-Secretary 
Khaled Samarai daring a 
meeting with Transport 
Nfinister Adeeb Halasa. 

"Mr. Samarai told fee 
Jordanian officials feat the 
reopening of Umm Qasr 
would not have any impact 
on the flow of Iraq-bound 
goods coming through 
Aqaba," said an Iraqi source, 
whose account was confirmed 
by Jordanian officials. 

"It is a political decision to 
continue to use Aqaba for the 
bulk of Iraqi imports," added 
the source. 

The Iraqi official also 
noted that although Umm 
Qasr was reopened early last 
month after the port and 
access waterways were 
deaned of war debris, only 
two vessels h^ called at fee 
port since then and this rate 
of port calls was expected to 
continue for "some time." 

The reopening of the Gulf 
port has raised serious con- 
cerns among fee Jor^nian 
port and transport sector, 
which fears that it would 
frirtiier lower the already de- 
pressed Iraqi imports through 
Aqaba. • 

Hie flow of Iraq-bound 


goods through Aqaba has 
stMdily declined rince mid- 
1992 as the international en- 
forcers of the satMXions ti^t- 
ened their inspection proce- 
dures of ships passing 
through the Red Sea towards 
Aqaba. 

’ne inspection procedures 
led to co^y delays for not 
only Iraqi importers but also 
Jordanians who foimd their 
actual landing costs of goods 
going up ste^ily. 

Alter intense Jordanian 
lobb;^fig In Washington and 
elsewhere, the U.S. has 
agreed to seriously consider 
measures that would alleriate 
the effects on the inspection 
procedures on Jordan-bound 
imports. 

Ironically, as one shipping 
agent noted, "what is tbe use 
to us Jordanians of easing the 
measures now that Iraq- 
bound cargo could be bead- 
ing for Umm Qasr rather, 
than Aqaba?" 

The one element that 
would ensure a minimum 
flow of Iraq-bound cargo 
throu^ the Red Sea port b 
the frict that Umm does 
not have tbe facilities to 
handle lar^ vessels, shipping 
sources smd. 

However, local shipping 
agents said the Iraqi gpvern- 
' ment was offering incentives 
for Iraqi importers to use 
Umm Qasr for their imports 
and suggesting a series of 
measures to facilitate fee use 
of the port, Iraq's only outlet 
to fee Golf. 

The incentives include frue 
bunkering and free handling 
as well as free fuel for ships 


calling at the port for tbe first 
time and SIO per tonne cash 
drawback (at tbe ofiidal ex- 
change rate) for fee impor- 
teis. 

The Chamber of Com- 
merce in Bagdad has issued 
a circular to all its members 
outlining fee facilities that 
importers could enjoy if they 
use Umm Qasr. 

In adefition, Iraqi newspap- 
ers have been calling on Iraqi 
merchants to use tbe Gulf 
port for their imports. 

They said tbe government 
was also insisting that expor- 
ters use vessels of under 
25,000-tonne capacity for ex- 
ports to Iraq since only ships 
of that category could dock 
and unload at Umm Qasr. 

In one case, the sources 
told tbe Jordan Times, tbe 
Australian wheat board was 
asked to change its plans to 
send 50,(X)0 tonnes of wheat 
in one shipment aboard a 
vessel and use two 25,000. 
tonne ships and send them to 
Umm Qasr. 

"It is not an isolated care," 
said a well-informed soinree. 
"The Iraqi government has 
asked many other importers 
to explore the pc^bility of 
using 2S,000-t(Mine ships to 
send goods to Iraq through 
Umm Qasr." 

Sufian Mfaeisan. direaor of 
tbe Jordan Shipping Agents 
Assodation, said the associa- 
tion hoped feat the govern- 
ment would offer incentives 
to Iraq-bound imports 
throu^ Aqaba to make it 
attractive for Iraqi importers 
to continue to use fee Red 
Sea port. 


"We have to take into con- 
sideration the fact that 70 per 
cent of all cargo passing 
through Aqaba was intend^ 
for before the sanctions 
were imposed," Mr. Mheisan 
told the Jordan Umes. 

According to Mr. Mheisan. 
it is dieaper for exporters 
from Europe to send Iraq- 
bound cargo to Aqaba rather 
than Umm Qasr while Far 
Eastern exponets might find 
the Gulf irort cheaper. 

But considering that most 
of Iraq's imports in peace- 
time came from Europe, 
Aqaba could continue to play 
a prominent role if fee Iraqi 
government wanted fee port 
to do so. 

Most owners of stups char- 
tered to feny Iraqi imports 
are reluctant to send their 
vessels to Umm Qasr because 
of the continuing fears of 
mines in the area. Furth- 
ermore, Aqaba has a reputa- 
tion of high productivity in 
terms of k^ing and unload- 
ing — an operation which is 
hampered and slowed down 
at Umm Qasr because of 
technical reasons. 

Mr. Samarai. who was on 
his way to Cairo to attend an 
Arab League transport minis- 
ters council meeting, also dis- 
cussed hb country's request 
to the U.N. sanctions com- 
mittee for permission to 
operate a daily flight between 
Amman and Bagdad, they 
said. 

Transport Ministry officials 
said Jordan had no objections 
to Iraqi Airways operating 
the flight, but noted feat it 
was up to fee U.N. to extend 


the necessary exemption* 
from the international saitc- 
tions imposed on Iraq foIIow-"| 
ing its August 1990 invasion 
of Kuwait. 

Iraqi Always planes are** 
grounded in Amman. Tunb, 
Sudan and elsewhere. 

The U.N. 'committee has' 
consistently turned down ear-', 
Her Iraqi r^uests for permb^ 
sion for Amman-Baghdad - 
flights. At one point the com*" 
mitiee also rejected an ap- 
plication for permission to 
service the {funded aircraft: 

But, diplomatic sources' 
say, there could be a change 
of mind feb time, pven fee * 
fact that Iraq has now 
accepted long-term monitor-' 
ing of its weapons program-' 
me under the terms of the; 
Gulf war ceasefire. 

"Against fee backdrop of 
the new mood at the U.N., it ' 
is quite possible feat the com- 
mittee may extend approval' 
this time," said a diplomatic-' 
source. "That is, of course,'; 
subject to agmment by the 
U.S. and Britain, the two 
countries which are the. 
staunchest opponents of any! 
goodwill gest'ire Inwards 
Iraq." 

Iraqi of; '• s:.\d their 
national k,.r. .! !-.x! applied 
to the U.'<. .’crmission ’ 
for Amm:r -'-.I. . uad flights* 
on humarm.ir. .i ground —. 
mainly to help sick Iraqis who . 
need treatment in Jordan or 
abroad and who cannot make 
the 1 .000-kilometre overland 
journey. 

There has been no official * 
U.N. comment on fee re-- 
quest yet. 
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Qatari foreign minister due in Amman 

AMMAN (Petra) — Qatari Foreign Minuter Sheikh Hammad 
Ben Jasrem Ben Jaber Al Thant b due in Amman Samrday on 
a two-day visit to Jordan. He wilt hold meetings wife senior 
government offidab covering bilateral relations and ways for 
bolste^g Qatari-Jordanian coopertion. 

British MP arrives 

AMMAN (Petra) — British parliament member Grevit Janner 
arrived in Amman via the King Hussein Bridge, on th^e River 
Jordan, on a severaJ-day vbit to Jordan. He is scheduled to 
hold meetings with Pariiament members related to Jordanian- 
Britife relations and cooperation in parliamentary affairs. Mr. 
JaiuKtf is also planning to visit touristic attractions. 

Arabs fo discuss cooperation in transportation 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan is to take part in an Arab' 
nunisteis of transport meeting to open in Cmro Tuesday. 
Transport Minister Adib Halaseh will lead the Jordanian 
delation to the meeting which b expected to discuss 
paii- Arab coopertion in the field of transport and follow up on 
the land nansporr and railway networks in Arab countnes. 

All fruit and vegetables allowed for export 

*AMMAN (Petra) — The Agricultural Marketing Organisation 
(AMO) Monday annount^ that Jordanian exporters are 
allowed, to export all types of vegetables and fruits. It also 
annouft^ that the Jordan Company for Marketing Agricultu- 
ral Prod^ will import 3.000 tonnes of onions from now and 
March IS. to meet the local demands. Furthermore, 
AMO'-announced that imports of mango from Sudan and 
Yem^n sallowed, in implementation of agreements with the 
. two countries, import of chestnut from Gaza and India, until 
Match 31, bananas, at the rate of 300 tonnes a month until 
MatcIi 31 and citrus fnijts and strawberries from Gaza will pass 
in tn^t only, in an effort to present any amounts of these 
' products- to leak to Jo^anian markets. 


Jordan’s Arab League representative 
appointed 

CAIRO (Petra) — Jordanian Ambassador to Egypt Nayef 
Saoud Al QadM Monday met with Arab League Secretary 
General Ismat Abdul Meguid and handed him a letter from 
Minbter of State for Foreign Affairs Talal Al Hassan 
appointing him Jordan's permanent representative at the 
Ca^x^based Arab League. Mr. Qadhi reriewed with Dr. 
Meguid fee Arab sttnation and obstacles feeing the Middle 
peace process. Mr. Cadhi outlined to Dr. Meguid efforts 
exerted by Hb Majesty King Hussein and fee Jordanian 
government to bolster Arab solidarity and heal Arab rifts. Dr. 
Meguid lauded the King's efforts and said he would continue 
emteavours to eifeance Arab relations. 

Jordan, Sudan discuss cooperation in TV 

AMMAN (Petra) — Director General of fee Jordanian 
Television Production Company Jawad Maraqa Monday 
recei^^ Sudanese Minbter of Planning Ali Taha who is 
currently visiting the Kingdom. The two discussed fee pros- 
pect of prtxiudng joint Jordanian-Sudanese television prog- 
rammes and training Sudanese personnel at the company. The 
minbter, who was accompanied on tbe visit by Sudanese 
Ambasredor to Amman Ali Numeiri, toured fee company’s 
studios to familiarised with the work there. 

Senate meets 

AMMAN (Petra) — Tbe Upper House of Parliament meets 
Tuesday under fee diainnau^ip of its Speaker Ahmad Al 
Lawzi. The House will discuss dedsions taken by its various 
committees. 

House to meet for debate on peace talks 

AMMAN (Petra) ~ The Lower House of Parliament will 
meet Wednesday under the diurmanship of its Speaker Taher 
Al Masri to hear a statement prepared by the govemment on 
fee hfidfee East peace talks, in response to a house request. 
Tbe House will dso hear fee government's answers to several 
deities’ queries and demands. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The folkpnag /brings are oMifriJed from mondily bulletins anti 
fee tiaify Arabic press. Readers are advbed lo verity fee Useed 
time and place wife fee concerned institutions. 

KHlBmONS 


rnginctring books at the Jordan 


'ir The second exhibition of 
Engnews -Association. 

* Kxfiihition on tbe 100th anniversary of the death of French 
novelist Guy De Maupassant at the French Cnhnral Coite. 

ir ExbibitioD of Iraqi books at the Ri^al Cnltural Centre. 

-ft- Art by artirts Ibrabim Al AbduD and Abdul 

Twidi at ABa Art Gallery. 

fr Aft ezhibitiim by a mmiber of Jordanian artists »(Tbe 

Sixth Rvhndifam — Samples Fnna The r'^iMi tompa i a r y Jorda- 
dIbd Art 93” at the Spanish Cnharal Centre. 

•fr gihiMthwi ^Hrints and Drawh^ of Fakhrdnbsa Zdd” OSU^ 
1991) until tbe 15th of Jamnuy *94 at Darat al Fmun of the 
Ab^ Hamged ffiioman Foundation. Also showing flie “Penna- 
nent” Exhihitioa. (TeL 643251/2). 

CHRISTMAS BAZAARS 

■A Christmas baaaar at the Amman Internationa Auto ExhibitioQ/ 
/Ui^KHt Road. 

FILM 

* Chinese film entitled “Horre On The Cinema Screen” at Abdul 

nain^Mi Shoman Fonndation at 6:30 p.m. 

DRAMA 

fr Drama for children in Arabic entitled *niKQnestion’* at Hayaj 
Cnltural Centre at 5fe0 p.m. 


Health, media officials 
should work together 
to provide services 


By Rana Hussein! 
^peaal to fee Jordan Times 


AMMAN — The World 
Health Organisation's Re- 
gional Office for the Eastern 
Mediterranean Thursday en- 
ded here a four-day work- 
shop and came up with im- 
portant recommendations to 
improve the communication 
between the media and gov- 
ernment departments and 
officials. 

The participants stressed 
that the government should 
adopt new media and health 
policies and facilitate the 
medians obtaining data and 
information from officials re- 
gaiding health issues. 

Fur^rmore, participants 
in the workshop suggested 
that governments should pro- 
vide banks of information, 
with data from the ministries 
of health, which would help 
the media and researchers. In 
addition, participants called 
on improving the media 
training centre at the Minis- 
try' of Information in Amman 
to help it become a regional 
centre. 

The participants recom- 
'mended using drama and 


T.V. programmes to provide 
health education and present 
facts to the public in a simple 
way. 

They requested that WHO 
conduct more workshops, in- 
crease the number of existing 
health programmes and 
media letters and improve 
communication skills in the 
region. 

'The workshop, which was 
held between Dec. 20-23, caU 
led on workers in the fields of 
media and health to work' 
together, noting feat the pri- 
vate and the public sectors 
have a duly to join hands and 
complement the work of each 
other in providing health ser- 
vices. 

The four-day session diss 
cussed several important 
issues regarding health, mal- 
practices. utilising the media 
to provide health-related in- 
formation and protection 
from communicable diseases,- 
mainly AIDS, which, accord- 
ing to the latest numbers- 
provided by the Ministry of 
Health on Dec. 1, count 95 
cases in Jordan. 









Opinion & Analysis 



Jordan Times 


mlrprnilcai d..l> puN.Ot^^l » nfi.Oi K llh l<^n Pii-v. hHmibli<>« 

I OjMkIiiiI IW'X 






•— »r y-L 


C^luinnan the Board of Directorc 
MAHMOUD AL KAYKD 

Director General: 

MOHAMMAD AMAD 
Editor-iii-Cliief: 

GEORGE S. HAWATMEH 

£d/rona/ and advcrtidnfi *iffiLvs: 

Jordan Press Foundation, 

University Road. P.O. Box 6710. Amman. Jordan. 
Telephones: 667171/6. 67014M 
Telex: 2I-W7 ALRAI JO 
Facsimile: 696183 

The Jordan Times is puhihhed daily except Fridays. 
Subscription and advertising rates are available from the 
Jordan Times advertising department. 


The vanishing act can 
no ionger be in piay 


THE DISAPPEARANCE of the former 
Libyan Foreign Minister Mansoor Kfkhfa 
from his hotel room in Cairo on Dec. 10 is 
not the first inddrat involviDg an ordeal for 
an Arab opposition figure. The abduction of 
Moroccan opposition leader Mehdi Ben 
Baraka in Paris in 1905, his presumed 
murder, and the strain it caused to 
Moroccan-FireDch relations are still fresh in 
many minds . A more recent disappearance 
involved the Lebanese Shi’ite leader. Imam 
Mousa Sadr who vanished during a visit to 
Libya in 1978. At the time of the Ben 
Baraka disappearance, the Moroccan au- 
thorities denied any connection to his 
abdnctkm, but French investigations later 
implicated the North African country in the 
case. Libya still denies that it knows any- 
thing about the fate of Imam Sadr, but 
Shi’ite leaders in Lebanon still point their 
finger at Tripoli. Abduction and * ‘liquida- 
tion” id politkal opponents has been always 
a method used by dictators all along his- 
tory. It is not a new phenomenon. 

The disappearance of Mr. Kikhia then 
can only be seen within this context. Politic- 
al opponents are being gunned down fre- 
quently by the r^imes in tiie Middle East 
and Latin America in particular but else- 
where as wdl. We do not know what Mr. 
Kikhia and bis coBeagnes in the Libyan 
opposition did or are still doing in their 
oppositiiHi to the regime in Tripoli. It is 
politically stupid of course for Libya to 
“abduct” a dissident frvm the streets of 
Cairo, if it did. But first of all it is extremely 
inhumane to kidnap an old man from his 
wife and chfldren at an age where human 
rights avj L'v.*?ng put on the top list of every 
country. 

Yet, ihs >:^ght of Mr. Kikhia and people 
like him represents only a firaction of the 
pl^t of opposition ail over the Arab 
World. Thousands of political opponoits 
languish in the j^risons of different Arab 
regimes, some of them for more than three 
dc^des. Thousands were summarily ex- 
ecuted. It is therefore extronely important 
for all those people who are concerned 
about h uman rights everywhere to help find 
out where Mr. Kikhia is and to release him 
immediately. 


ARABIC PRESS COlWMEIiTARlES 


SAWT AL SHAAB daily commented on Crown Prince 
Hassan's visit to the Roman Catholic Church in Sweifieh 
to present his good wishes to the heads of the Christian 
communities in Jordan by underlying the quality 
among members of the Jordanian people. Noting that 
the visit was a true manifestation of tolerance ob^rved 
in the Kingdom in the word and the spirit the paper said 
tolerance and openess are strictly observ^ by the- 
Hashemite family towards various sects. The paper said 
that it is political pluralism and respect of human rights 
which characterise the actions of members of the Royal 
family. The paper noted that the Royal family does not 
differentiate between Muslims and Kristians. Addres- 
nng the bishops at the meeting. Prince Hassan under- 
lined the importance of maintaining common denomina- 
tois and of Jordanians joining hands and acting collec- 
tively towaids ensuring a better future for the nation. 


A COLUMNIST in AI Dostour said Monday that 
despite the agreement among world leaders on ways to 
help achieve world peace, no one at the people’s level 
tasted real peace. Taher Al Udwan expressed the view 
that real peace would never be attained ^ major powers 
adhere to their selrish and interests their d^re to rule 
the world. Underlining the need for the achievement of 
peace and world stability, the writer stres^ the 
benefits of peace to the Middle East region noting that 
peace would have special taste because the region has 
peace and stability for decades. It seems, said the 
writer, that while the leaders continue to discuss peace 
the ordinary masses are genuinely oriented towvds real 
peace, '^e writer expressed hope that the coming year 
would see the peoples* desire for genuine peace. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


Building on the gains of the recent past 


IN VIEW, of the enormous economic and politic^ changes 
that diaracterise our country and the entire Middle East 
region these days, it is appropriate to step back htm 
day-to-day events and take a broader view of both the 
<»hai femg es we fece and the strategies we have devised to meet 
diose diallenges. We are assisted in this task by ^ issuance 
diis month of two valuable publications by the United Nations 
Childten's Fund (UNICEF), the Progress of Nations and the 
State of the World's ^iL^n Report. 

The wealth of statistical data in these two volumes allows u 
to note the progress that has been achieved in Jordan over the 
last few decades, to compare our performance against other 
countries in du re^on and throughout.the worid and to 
the strata by which we address issues of maternal and child 
h ^ith and our overall approach to meeting b^c human ne^ 
and improving the quality of life of Jordapians as a whole. 

It would be a shame if the information^ in these two 
UNICEF publications were confined to specialists in maternal 
and child health issues, because the underljing issu« of 
quality of fife improvements ar^soeial, economic and poliucal 
decision-inakmg should be discussed throughout society and at 
rU lovds« 

The data is impressive. It shows that Jordan has 

continued to improve the health and education status of its 
children de^te the powerful pressures of reponal ti^uience. 
eocMiomic constraints, population increase and a fragile re- 
source base in terms of land and water. Among the most 
hear kening statistics, I would mention the followi^: 

Jordan is tied with Kuwait at the top of the Middle East 

and North Africa (MENA) region in terms of child nutrition, 
with just six per cent of our children under the age of five 
suffering malnutrition. 

In the decade of the 1980s. we were one of 20 countries in 

the developing world that halved the child mortality rate under 
the age of five. Our under five mortality rate (TJSMR) 
declined from 66 deaths per 1 .000 live births in 1980 to 32 
per 1,000 in 1991. 

— Among all MENA countries, we rank third in USMR; 
only Kuwait and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) enjoy 
'lower under five moitaiity rates and they have far greater 
financial resources and smaller populations that we do. 

— An impresrive 92 per cent of Jordanian children reach at 
least the fifth grade of primary school, compared to a MENA 


regional average of SI per cent and a global average of 68 per 


“::l-,n Ute las. 20 years (beoveen '9™ 

adult literacy rate in Jordan increased from 29 per cent to /u 


’"ibSI.' are onlv a few of the most striking of many inttotora 


S^en iur proF^ in huntan developnten, and all 
era. eSorfrors and ,ournabsra 


tiSSugh these ‘ ’ reports and ponder their implitatioK tor 
oS^tonire national de«Iopment strateB-. tordan s Mhievt 


ments in human development and quality oMife in the tet 


are all the more noteworthy because they took place 
during a period of economic distress. • 

In tile period 1980-1991. for example, the gross national 
product per capita in Jordan declined by an annual average of 
1 7 per cent, and per capita income and the real purdiasing 
power of the average family dropped sharply due to the 
devaluation of the dinar, imponed inflation, rising unemploy- 
ment and the increase in population. Despite these strong 
economic pressures, we continued to improve the quality of 
life of most Jordanians. 

The situation now sees the economy piddng op gradually 
after the shocks of the Gulf war and the launching of our 
economic adjustment programme in 1989. But the overall 
picture of our quality of life also reveals important new 
challenges that we have never faced before. The two most 
important ones, in my opinion, are the emergence of a 
marginalised underdass of chronically impoverished fomilies 
and accelerating pressures on our natural resources, especially 
water and arable land. 

We are challenged today to make a fundamental adjustment 
in the balance between public and private sector responsibili- 
ties. In the last half a centuiy, quality of life gains have been 
achieved largely as a .result of expansion of government 
services, such as health, education and employment. The 
nature of our new national needs is sudt that more govern- 
ment services cannot do the job on their own, even if the 
government had the necessary money, exportise and manage- 
ment knowhow (which it does not). For example, lowering the 
infant mortality rate, improving nutrition levels, or reducing 
the incidence of disability among children can only register 
substantia] gains on the basis of increasing the knowledge and 
participation of families and local communities. 


A serious national effort is required to reduce the tendency 
of indi^idaals and instirations to look to the central govern- 
ment for all the basic services that are required to improve 
qu^ity of Ufe; the public sector's rtric must be complemented 
by inqiTOved preventive measures that rely primarily on 
awareness and participation at the community level. This has 
dear implications for our political and economic decision- 
making strtienire, for people who assume greater responsibil- 
ity for tiietr own well-being will want to have a greater say in 
tire policy and fiscal decisions that afiect their lives. In view of 
the positive political evolution and democratisation that we 
are experiencing, there diould not be any substantial political 
obstades in this respect. 

Rather, the dan^ js that in a moment of short-term 
economic pressure and an increase in the number of families in 
need, the people may revert to the traditional habit of asking 
^ government to r^ress all wrongs and to meet all needs. 
The emergence of pockets of poverty and need, in both urban 
and rural areas, and the dan^rous pressures on our natural 
resources base axld a sense of ur^ncy to the process of 
rethinking our national development strategy. 

The answer to this important challenge will have to come 
out of the psydie and the sentiments of the i^ple themselves. 
QMriy, thou^, this will require new initiatives that are bused 
upon and that enhance the prindples that have allowed us 

to adieve impressive progress in recent decades: a) a parallel 
focus on education and egalitarian education of males and 
females, b) promoting community participation through local 
stnictnres that reflect our oommunai sense of re^nsibility for 
our collective well-teing, and, c) focusing government in- 
terventions and support on the most needy in society, so that 
the new stratum of poor families that emerged in the last five 
years does not become a dironic sub-class of marginalised 
people tiiat results in a severe social and political cleavage 
basM on criteria of survival and wealth. 

Our experience m the last half a century raggests that we are 
well prepared to meet these challenge; the challenges 
themselves require jhat we recognise the need to reassess our 
needs and gpate and to formulate new ap^oaches that are in 
line with our requirements, our capabiliues. our values and 
our impressive le^cy of human development. 
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Communitarians — a dent in the wall of liberalism 


By Karen J. Winkler 


Bill Ointon is sounding a lot 
like certain academics these 
days. In calling on Americans 
to pledge service and sacrifice 
in a “New Covenant” with 
their government, and in 
several of his proposed poli- 
des, the president often e^oes 
a group of scholars who 
bailed together in 1990 to 
prodaim a “cranmunitarian” 
agenda. 

Both the Ointon administra- 
tion and the scholars stress the 
need to revive the moral ties 
that bind communities 
tether. Both call for a new 
dvic culture based less on indi- 
vidual ri^ts and more on so- 
dai responsibility. And both 
have proposed similar public 
polides: femily leave, to give 
parents more time with their 
diildren; national service, to 
teadi students dvic duty; cam- 
paign reform, to purify poli- 
tics. The resemblance is not 
accidental. (Family leave and 
national service have become 
law under the Ointon adminis- 
tration). 

Three years a^, Amitai 
Etzioui. a social sdentist who 
is a univeraty professor at 
George Washington University 
in Washington, and Wiliiam A. 
Galston, a professor of public 
a^fs at the University of 
Maryland (College Park), de- 
dded to take ideas that were 
percolating through various 
academic disdplines and draw 
them together in a new “com- 
munication network.” 

“We made a consdous deri- 
sion to move ideas outside 
academe,” Prof. Galston says. 

And now Mr. Etzioni ad^: 
“We're struggling for the soul 
of the Ointon administration.” 

Their efforts raise questions 
about scholarly movements 
that go public: 

— How do scholars bridge 
the gap between political 
theory and practice? 

— Can they bold together a 
loose web of intellectual prind- 
ples when they confront divi- 
sive social issues such as family 
values and crime on the 
streets? 

— What do they lose by 
succeeding? 

Hie communitarians have 
had some measure of success. 
In early 1991, they started a 
journal. The Responsive Com- 
munity, to air communitarian 
ideas: later that year, they held 
a “tearii-in” in Washington, 
where they issued a platform 
calling for strengthening fami- 
lies, ^ools and communities, 
and for civic participation in 
politics. 

Al Gore (then a U.S. sena- 
tor. now vice president) spoke 
at the teach-in: public fibres 
such as Henry Cisneros (then a 
mayor, now U.S. secretary of 
Housing and Urban Develop- 
ment) and William D. Ruckei- 
shaus signed the platform. So 
did well-known liberals such as 
John W. Gardner, founder of 
Common Cause, and conserva- 
tives such as Chester E. Finn. 
Jr. a former official of the U.S. 
Department of Education and 
now a senior scholar with the 
Edison Project. Feminist 
trailblazer Betty ^Friedan 
signed. did a wide u.sson- 


ment of academics, including 
socialist Robert N. Bellah. 
economist Albert O. Hirsch- 
man. political srientist Ben- 
jamin R. Barber and the presi- 
dent of the American Universi- 
ty (Washington). Joseph Duf- 
fey inow director of the U.S. 
Information Agency). 

Some of those names, be- 
sides those of Mr. Gore. Mr. 
Cisneros and Mr. Duffey. are 
now turning up in the.C^ton 
administration. Prof Galston is 
serving as deputy assistant to 
the president for domestic poli- 
cy. 

Scholarly trends nudged com- 
munitarians towards ^litics. 

The movement started in 
political theory in the 1970s. on 
the coattails of a shift in 
academic philosophy away 
from methodological argu- 
ments to a discussion of 
normative principles. Com- 
'munitarianism has since tap- 
ped into a revival of interest in 
the pragmatism of John De- 
wey, who stressed participa- 
tory democracy and whom 
many communitarians now 
claim as one of their own. 

As communitarianism 
moved into the social sciences, 
it was fueled by two trends 
there. 

Says Alan Wolfe, dean of 
the graduate faculty at New 
York's New School for Social 
Research: “In the last few 
years, there has been a new 
interest in the social sciences 
both in discussing moral princi- 
ples and in applying them to 
specific social-policy questions. 
C^mmujiitarianism has fit well 
into that.” 

But communitarianism has 
also run up against academic 
obstacles. In some fields, it has 
been slowed by prevailing 
orthodoxies. In economics, for 
example, its criticism of indi- 
vidualism has often clashed 
with mainstream economists' 
feith in unrestrained competi- 
tion. It has also run afoul of 
other scholarly movements, in- 
cluding feminism. 

“Every time I start talking 
about not ceding the issue of 
family values to the Right, 
some feminists te|l me that I'm 
oppressing women." says Jean 
^thke EUhtain. a professor of 
political science and philoso- 
phy at Vanderbilt University. 
“Especially in the academy, 
it’s been hard not to get hooted 
out of the room.'' 

Even avid supporters ack- 
nowledge that communitarians 
still make up only a minority 
movement in academe. But 
they have found the public 
arena more responsive. 

Publishers say so-called 
communitarian books have 
touched a public nerve. One of 
the first academic books to 
invoke a communitarian ideal. 
Habits of the Heart, by Robert 
N. Bellah and four other scho- ' 
lars. has sold over 4UU.OOU 
copies around the world. 

A spate of other recent 
books that label themselves 
communitarian or that touch 
on communitarian themes of 
service and responsibiliiy — 
Charles Taylor's Multicultural- 
ism and “The Politics of Rec- 
ognition” Benjamin R, Bar- 
ber's An Aristocracy of Every- 
one and Philip Sclznick's The 


Moral Commonwealth — are 
selling briskly. 

Mr. Etzioni recently brought 
out The Spirit of Community, 
advertised as “a communita- 
rian agenda.” 

Personal contacts have com- 
bined with political trends to 
help communitarians build a 
bridge to policymakers. Both 
Prof. Galston and Mr. Etzioni 
have iong-standing ties to the 
Democratic Patty. Prof. Cal- 
ston was issues director for 
Walter Mondale's 1984 pres- 
idential campaign, and Mr. 
Etzioni was a senior adviser in 
President Jimmy Carter's 
White House. 

“In the late 1980s and early 
1990s. the Democratic Lead- 
ership Council (DLC). under 
the chairmanship of Bill Clin- 
ton, began to scan the horizon 
for ideas to create a new party 
— and they met up with com- 
munitarianism.” Prof. Galston 
says. 

“People like Bill Clinton 
were responding to their own 
ejqperiences.*' he adds. “They 
saw coupling rights and re- 
sponsibilities as both good 
irolicy and good politics.” 

As Prof. Galston and other 
communitarians began to share 
ideas with policy officials at the 
Progressive Policy Institute, 
the DLCs think tank, the com- 
munitarian network also step- 
ped up its public activities. It 
has published four position 
papers — on femilies. gun con- 
trol, social and economic poli- 
cy and organ donation. TIm 
papers advocate such policies 
as giving parents allowances to 
make it easier for them to stay 
home with young children^ 
making divorce laws tougher: 
restricting the manufacture, 
sale and possession of guns; 
providing community develop- 
ment grants; and encoura gi ng 
community-based efforts such 
as neighborhood crime watch- 
es. 

The network has also started 
a newsletter, put out audio 
tapes, established a speakers* 
bureau and set up an 800 tele- 
phone number. In 1994. it 
plans to rate political candi- 
dates on a communitarian 
scale. 

Now the question is whether 
communitarians can hold 
together what started as a 
loose coalition of scholars with 
different politics, ideas and 
goals. Most communitarians 
say it is too early to tell. 

Within academe, there has 
long been a political split 
among communitarians. Con- 
servative theorists have attack- 
ed individualism for undercut- 
ting traditional communities, 
and liberals have criticized it 
for discouraging citizens from 
participating in democracy. 

The academic balance may 
be tilting to the liberals, with a 
number of recent books and 
articles invoking “liberal com- 
munitarianism.'' But the com- 
munitarian network has taker, 
pains to stress that it is nonpar- 
tisan. Many communitarians, 
such as Vanderbilt's Elshtain. 
say the “communitarians are 
people who don't fit into tradi- 
tional liberal or conservative 
calories.” 

The ivord still means diffe- 
rent things to different people. 


For example. Mr. Gardner, 
the founder of Common 
Cause, now a professor of pub- 
lic service at Stanford Uni- 
versity, stresses the democratic 
nature of communitarianism. 
' '*Tlie key is building grass- 
roots communities, where peo- 
ple make their own decisions,** 
he says. 

Others emphasise social 
values. “The largest appeal of 
communitarianism.'’' says 
David Popenoe. associate dean 
of the faculty of arts and scien- 
ces at Rutgers University, “is 
to liberals who have b^me 
social conservatives, and who 
believe in certain issues like 
law and order chat traditionally 
were considered conserva- 
tive.'* 

Mr. Bellah, a professor of 
sociology at the University of 
California at Berkeley, signed 
the communitarian platform 
but is nervous about the label. 
'To some supporters it means 
feoe-to-face groups and-people 
taking responsibility for them- 
selves.” he says. “But if we 
don't look at the laixe institu- 
tions and structures, such as 
the economy, that form a good 
society, we are not going to 
accomplish much.” 

Mr. Barber of Rutgers 
signed the communitarian plat- 
form “with exception” to the 
section on moral education. “1 
w^ted to indicate that I don't 
beb'eve the community always 
trumps the individual.” he 
says. 

Mr. Etzioni acknowledges 
that “there are some issues, 
such as abortion and gay 
rights, that we know com- 
munitarians cannot agree on, 
so we have completely avoided 
them.'" 

Can communitarians do that 
in politics? 

“The cliche is that the devil 
is in the details,” Prof. Galston 
says. “But we may find that 
some issues are more difficult 
to compromise in the language 
of ideology than in sped^ 
policies. We'll have to sec 
when we draft legislation.'' 

Mr. ITnn is more sceptical. 
“A fair number of people who 
support communitarianism 
principles are fretful that, 
when it comes to actual poli- 
tics, the traditional liberals will 
do most of the heavy lifting in 
the Clinton administration.” 
he says. 

From outside communitar- 
ianism, some critics fault the 
movement for being too vague 
— and even inconsistent or 
dannrous. 

Iodine Strossen. president 
of American Civil Liberties 
Union and«i professor of law at 
New York University, says 
some communitarians oppose 
regulating hate speech — call- 
ing on members of local com- 
munities to counter it in public 
discussions rather than legislat- 
ing against it — but favour 
random drug testing or laws 
making divorce more difficult. 

“From a civil-libertarian 
point of view, coercion makes 
all the difference. Some of the 
policies communitarians are 
calling for to help families or to 
make emmunities safe would 
TC fine if they were voluntarv, 
but would endanger liberty if 
not. Prof. Strossen says. 


“There's so much inconsisten- 
cy. you really don't know what 
communitarians support.” 

Prof. Strossen also objects 
that communitarians have 
scapegoated individual rights 
by pitting them against com- 
munity needs. 

“Our country was found on 
the principle that respecting 
individual rights is the essence 
of the common good.” she 
says. She adds that recent deci- 
sions by the Supreme Court of 
the United States and lower 
federal (U.S. government) 
courts abridging rights also 
“shed grave doubt on the pre- 
mise that rights have run 
amuck.” 

Some liberal scholars also 
fear that communitarianism 
could dejgenerate into neo- 
conservatism. 

“'Responsibility' often be- 
comes a code word for ‘conser- 
vatism,’ for blaming the poor 
for their own plight,” says Her- 
bert J. Gans. a professor of 
sociology at Columbia Uni- 
versity. “It allows you to skip 
over complex problems.” 

Mr. Et^oni agr^ that com- 
munitarian policies such as 
. those aimed at micouraging pa- 
rents to care for their ^ildren 
must be accompanied by eco- 
nomic reforms to make it 
easier for them to do so. But 
others suggest that those 
caveats, too, often get lost in 
politics. 


“It's dangcriHis to talks ab- 
out family values without also 
talking about dianging gender 
roles and the ide.'i'tbat women 
are the ones who take care of 
children,” says Mar> Frances 
Berry, a professor of history 
and law at the University of 
Pennsylvania. In the 198U’s. 
she recalls, some feminist 
groups emphasised family 
need^ as they pursued polides 
to benefit women, such os: 
ftunily leave and provisions lor 
child care. “Whatuhey got was 
an attack on Roe v.* Wade.” 
she says. 

Such doubts have led some 
scholais to question what com- 
munitarians lose by becoming 
a political movement. The 
New SchooFs Wolfe, for exam- 
ple. says he is sympathetic to 
communitarian prindples but 
refused to sign the communita- 
rian platform. ‘Tm not a poli- 
tical activist. I want to retain 
questions as open questions, 
and I think we need a lot more 
debate about communitarian- 
ism.” 

Ms. Elshtain agrees. “1 cher- 
ish my identity as an intellec- 
tual and don’t want to become 
a policy wonk,” she says. But 
she adds that she is comfort- 
able publishing in the com- 
munitarian journal, which is 
more scholarly than the net- 
work's newsletter. “Communi- 
tarianism is broad enough for 
all of us,” she says. 


LETTERS 


Freedom of a hero 


To the Editor: 

E. Yaghi's aitide “CTest la Vic” (Jordan Times, Dec. 2 1993) 
makes us stop for a moment to think about one of the most 
incomprehensible concepts of life: that of war 
Humanity has re^ed a point in which writing about war 
useless. The more authors put the emphasis on the 
s^j^, the more we witness the world’s neglect of it And 
iSf ‘•o w need more than our sa<Tpresent. which 

adds to the tragic history of the world. 

all of It someumes. ^ where there is no actual fichtine 

conflicts: economic, religious, even culturS' 
which are destructive as well cuuurai, 

about humanity more than the r«t 

longcr'i: ricr« » "p 

way to shape this power * becomes the easier 

hero of peace has afteVhe “J enough. The 

stop the ^nny of'exiema^ inride himself, to 

should fight for his inrern^L^ ^ he 

the of .L othir **""'*' « 


Claudia Ra«ck Howari. 
P O, Box 283, 

Yvmouk University, 


i 
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grows in Japan for scrapping death penalty 

I ®y Ptere-Antoine Donoet the country. A growing num- 

^ Ageiioe France Aresse ber of dej^es- now under- 

crr»rvrk_tflf««.«i«ir..i/s.». stand tbe importance the I 


Agence France Presse 

TOKYO J^an ranks alone- 
•’... .. side the United States as -the 
- last malor mdnstiialised coun- 

,,. ' "-fv tty whm the death penalw is 
• ; ' - '■< soil practised, bat tnose lob- 

■ ‘‘'’Y ‘TV hytn a fnrltenhiniate sawpriftfi 

•:... '/, to » snapped fore v e r 
' ''.^. aaifiing eroond. 


for the nMmate sanction 
are 

<•• gaining ground. 

' Seven people have been ex- 

’•1 eoited in J^an since the start 
irf the year, the highest annual 
' • «r. 7'' Vh. toll since 1976, with the most 

- recent cases being in late 

‘ :■.• !'. Novembtf,^ four montlK after 

' Prime Minister Morihiro 

Hosokawa ame to power. 

• -t . ■'■"•ins Ftfty-five other peopde are 
, ' waiting on death row, includ- 

.7.] ' ' 1 ^ 1 ': ing sever^ eldeiiy men and 
’ two wonoien. In Japu. the 
jnetbod (tf esecntion is bang- 
ing vdudi takes place esicly m 
the day one or two hours after 
the condemned person has 
been informed. 

Even ^ough Japan reaf- 
firmed iost last mo^ diat it 




CD:. 


had no mtention of abolisiiiiig 
' r***^^:, tite death penalty, the latest 

csecations have provoked 
troubled reactions, induding 
' from within Mr. Hoso^r^ 

ridEctv seven-nartv coalition. 


-•Ltla 
•M - 1 ; 


ridtety seven-party coalition. 

Anioi^ diose who expressed 
dsniay was foe minister for the 
sdence and tecfamcal agenn, 
Satsoki Eda, who said foe 
deafos were **extremely re- 
settable.” 

Forum 90 has become foe 
major vefaide for those cla- 
indiuing for Japan to rat^ foe 
international convention 
against foe death penalty. 

One (rf its leaders, Yoshihiio 
Yasuda, declares: “The aboli- 
fom of foe -death penalty is 
nearii^. The latest executions 
have roused a major delmte in 


stand 
issue. 

“It is an essential step for 
any so-called modem sodety, 
because abolishing the death 
penalty concretely etfah Kch^ 
the value of hiimqn life,” Mr. 
Yasuda says. 

Bin Japan is a country where 
(^Muion IS rooted in foe telief 
in retributioo — that a murder- 
w must be punished with his 
life. Just ^ per cent of 
Japanese snpport ending the 
d^fo penalty, according to an 
opinion poll published in May. 

Even though this represents 
a minotity, it is still a grow ' 
mmority, for foe figure in I 
was only 15.7 per cent in 
favour. 

Japanese abolitionists indat 
that the relatively weak sup- 
port they get from the pubfic 
will not be a factor to st(^ foe 
hangman stowing away his 
noose. 

Uiey point to .the case of 
France, where foe deathpenal- 
ty was scrapped in 1981 even 
uion^ 62 p^ cent of foe pub- 
lic were opposed to the move. 

Fonim % says foat 260 of 
foe 763 deputies in foe two 
■houses of the Diet support its 
case, at least 50 more than at 
foe start of foe year. Nine 
rmnisters are also in favour, it 
sa^. 

In Afou only a few countries 
and rpjcMis nave taken foe 
step ofrormally scrapping ex- 
ecution: Australia, C^bodia, 
Hoim Kone, Kiribati, the Mar- 
shainsiands, Nficronesia, New 
Zealand, foe Salomon Islands, 
Tuvalu and Vanuatu. 

“If J^an dedcte to follow 
snit, that decision wiU have an 


J 
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enormous impact on the rest of 
foe region,’' Mr. Yasuda says. 

Forum W describes life on 
Japan’s death row as “barbar- 
ons and inhumane.” 

Those condemn^ to death 
are effectively isolated from 
other prisoners, kept in cells 
where they are under round- 


the-clock obseivafitm by re- 
mote<ircnit TV, and are only 
pennitted to send letters to 
close relatives. 

Even wandering about one’s 
cell or lying on foe mattress 
wifoout due cause, or ringing 
or speaking to oneself, are 
generally fonndden, Mr. Yasu- 


da says. The only relief from 
this is when the Bud dhist priest 
raters foe cell to adwse foe 
i oma t e on bow to cope with his 
final hours. 

This severe treatment, which 
was beefed up at foe end of the 
1960s, aims to create a climate 
of austerity so foat the conde- 


mned man “can attain peace of 
mind and accept his coining 
execution.’* 

The Japanese Justice Minis- 
try’s formal policy is never to 
confirm executions. A message 
is usually sent to thep^ners 
family to announce his death, 
but the cause is never given. 


Sudan leaders mark Christmas in south 


I • 

"C'J' ■ 


* KHARTOUM (Agencies) — 
Senior members of the strongly 
Islamic government in Sudan 
celebrated Christmas inthe 
foree main towns in the south, 
apparently in an attempt to 
dispel the impression foat the 
gowrnmeni is anti-Christian. 

Vice President A1 Zubeir 
Mohammad Saleh was in Juba, 
the main town in the sooth, 
Mohammad A1 Amin Khalifa, 
speaker of the unelected legisl- 
apue, was in Wau and Briga- 
dier Salaeddin Karrar, 
nuntster of enety^'ahd miiringT 
was in Malakal. 

The three- men. all former' 
members of the military coun- 
cil which ruled Sudan until 
September, attended prayers 
in efaun^ in foe three provin- 
cial capii^ Saturday, news- 
papers said. 

Never before have so many 
. senior offid^ from Khartoum 
celebrated Christmas in the 
south, where foe people are 
. mostly either Christians or 
animists. 


Southern rebels have been 
fighting since 1983 to over- 
throw the Khartoum govern- 
ment, which is dominated by 
Muriim and Arabic-speaking 
northerners. 

Some human rights groups 
have accused the government 
of obstructing foe aaivities of 
the Christian churches and of 
hying to convert southerners 
to Islam by force. 

But foe three politicians told 
Christmas worshippers that 

Islam' and Christiai^^-coeK-'« 
isted peacefully iii Sudan' and 
that reports of perseention 
were an invention by hostile 
foreigners. 

State television showed 
Major-General Saleh telling 
worshippers in Juba that all 
religions were the same and he 
did not see any difference be- 
tween Islam and Christianity. 

In a separate development, a 
Khartoum newspaper said the 
government had protested at 
foe U.S. government making 


posthumous awards to two 
Sudanese executed by the gov- 
ernment in southern Sudan last 
year. 

The superior honour award 
was given last Tuesday to the 
femilies of Andrew Tombe and 
Baudoin Tally at the U.S. 
embassy. Both worked for foe 
U.S. government aid agency 
USAID in Juba. 

Tbe rebuke in a government 
, newspaper marked yet another 
detenoracion in relatiotu be- 
"tween Washirt^ti'^nd'Kliar- 
, toum, pnee a key U.S.', 9 ,IIy in 
' the Horn of Afnca. 

The daily Al Engaz Al 
Watani, quoting unnamed 
“Sudanese diplomatic 
sources,” said that the embassy 
in honoring traitors violated 
“all diplomatic norms, while 
the Sudanese government has 
observed all international con- 
ventions on the question.” 

Die paper said, however, 
chat the government would not 
‘file an official protest. 


King receives message from Assad 


•r. 


(Craforaed trom fagt 1) 
Arab land. 

Syiian-lsraeli talks are dead- 
locked over foe status of the 
Gcdan Heights. 

Mr. Shanu said on arrival, 
the Assad-Ciinton summit 
w^d affect foe whole peace 
process. 

Mr. Sharaa criticised the 
PLO and said there was no 
current Syrian-FLO coordina- 


tion. 

“The implementation of the 
PLO-lsrael deal does not affect 
foe Syrian track of negotiations 
or other tracks.” Mr. Sharaa 
said. “But the coming steps 
will help us all in shifting the 
peace procera to its right 
track.” 

”As an Arab party con- 
cerned with Arab coordination 
and a umfied Arab stand, we 


had partidpated in convening 
several ministerial meetings for 
countries concerned with the 
peace process: but unfortu- 
nately one of the Arab parties 
had quit coordination attempts 
and the unified Arab stand,” 
he smd. 

He said Jordanian-Syrian 
coordination will go ahead, 
and Syria's coordination with 
Lebanon was proceeding well. 


Peres and Abb^ hold talks in Cairo 


hero 
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(Omfomed from 1) 

' brining anything new with 
me.” Mr. ^res said. 

* Israel Radio reported Sun- 
day foat Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin told a cabinet 
meetiiig Israel was prepared to 
neady double its offer of land 
around . Jericho to 20 to SO 
square kilometres. However, 
that remmo^ far short of foe 
200 square Uometres that Mr. 
Arafat has insisted on. 

Mr. Peres ordiestrated foe 
secret talks hi Norway that led 
'to foe IsraeK-PI^ accord on 
principles peace signed last 
Sept. 13. Mr. Abbas was a 
major jfokyer is the Oslo dia- 
log on foe Palestinian ride. 

Mr. Abto and Mr. Peres 
opened the first sesrion of 
Cairo negotiations in October 
I but have not headed their de- 
legatkw since. 

Ph'tidpatkm* by Mr. Abbas 
had been in question because 
of his disagreeinent with Mr. 
Arafat over conduct of the 
, talks. Soiirces in Tonis, who 
' I. spoke privately, said Mr. 

Abbas had -Qqinpiained foat 
' Mr. Arafet lyas pushing “un- 

’!•' realisitc'deniaiids.'' ' 

^ Perer rad Mr. Abbas 
both reportedly want to push 
for agreement - g uirkl y to help 
Slop ^tience • by opposition 
Palemmah^and Jewish settlers 
foat is foreatening the entire 
process." 

i, But m be^ their camps, 

there are voices urging cau- 
. ..n •' tion, esperiaUy in Israel where 
Mr. repeatefoy said 

fifbe wants, a- foorough agree- 
, [in’* meat rather fora a quick one. 
>•1'* A Dec. 13!(feadline for start- 

mg the Isi|^i ^nthdrawal was 
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missed because of disagree- 
ments over Jericho and who 
will control the borders to Jor- 
dra and Egypt. 

But the two rides apparently 
al yn disagree on many details 
of bow Palestinians will run 
day-to-day affaire under auton- 
omy, wht^ could further delay 
agreement unless there is an 
overall breakforongb. 

Palestinian sources said 
some progress was made on 
the outstanding sticking point 
at talks in Paris and Oslo last 
week. Palestinian negotiators 
and Israeli officials expressed 
optimism that an end to the 
delays is in right. 

Mr. Peres sounded diploma- 
tic but Don-committai when 
questioned by reporters earlier 
on Monday at the Egyptian 
Foreign Ministry. He met Mr. 
Musa before Mr. Abbas ar- 
rived in Cairo. 

“Let us not forget foat the 
Palestinians will take an im- 
mediate responsibility for oyer 
one million people and that is a 
serious responsibility.” 

He added: “On security 
matters, we shall remain tnie 
and loy^ to the letter and spirit 
of foe declaration of prind- 
ples.” 

Mr. Arafat told Reuters 
Sunday he was hoping for 
“positive answers” during this 
w^Ak*4 talks. 

Nissim Zvili. a politician 
from Israel’s ruling Labour 
Party, told reporters after ^ 
turning ftwn a meeting with 
Mr. Arafat in Tunis to there 
could be agreement this week. 

*^e talks are going to be 
very tough, very stubborn, 
with each side knowing better 


than ever foe cnidal positions 
of the other, and neither ride 
planning to give in easily,” he 
said. “But foe common ground 
on bofo rides is foe desire to 
reach agreement already this 
week.” 

An Egyptian government 
newspaper, Al Akhbar, mean- 
while d^^ Bgypt was press- 
nring the Palestinians to make 
concessions to obtain an 
accord on launching self-rule. 

Ismli government spokes- 
man and Health Minister 
Ciiaim Ramon said Sunday 
foat an agreement might be 
reached within 10 days. 


Rabin wins 

(Continned frnn 1) 

threw out a gentleman’s agree- 
ment with the government that 
guaranteed each side would 
match the other's absences due 
to illness or travel overseas. 

Benyamm Netanyahu, head 
of (he right-wing Likud Pa^. 
told his legtslatore at the time 
to use all legitimate means to 
topple the government. Since 
then, bofo sides have scram- 
bled to fill the chamber for 
no-confidence motions. 

Seven coalition members, 
including two ministers, and 13 
opposition members were ab- 
sent for Monday’s vote. 

“Maybe in this place you 
have a majority,” said Mr. 
Netanyahu. “But in the street 
you don't have any majority 
and today we are expressing 
foe feelings of the nation; the 
lack of confidence it has for 
you.” 


Who kills who in Algeria’s war? 


By Hassen Zenati 
Ageace France Presse 

ALGIERS — More than 600 
groups of armed Islamic mili- 
tants are fooi^t to be operat- 
ing in Algeria, fighting what 
they see as a holy war in which 
foe law of foe gun is swiftly 
beco min g a way of life. 

Cin the streets it is hemming 
increaringly diffioilt to diffe- 
rentiate between “ordinary” 
crimes and “political” crimes. 
^ Ainu^ robbeiy is on the 
increase, . bandits roam foe 
pouni^’S roads bolding up 
security vans, disputes and 
arguments end in battles, 
blackmail of foreign or private 
Algerian businesses is rife. 


say that out of the 
200 armed thefts in the first 
quarter of 1993 many were 
carried out to finance the 
“jihad” — or holy war — and 
helped raise about 600,000 
French francs ($100,000), 
according to pob'ce. 

Goods that are not bought 
are stolen — some 612 hunting 
rifles and 272 vehicles have 
been reappropriated to foe 
militants’ cause. 

The situation worsened 
when, after a long struggle, 
security forces took contm of 
many urban mosques, cutting 
off a oQce-lucrative source or 
income for militant groups foat 
had been fed by Fnday collec- 


tions, and foe sale of prayer 
cassettes and religious books. 

Rfitnesses say foe lines are 
now so blurred that even 
crimes of passion, the settlino 
of personm scores, or banal 
disputes between estate agents 
have been described as politi- 
cally-motivated — even ir most 
of mem are uever claimed by 
any group. 

in return militant groups 
have blamed some attacks on 
foe divisions between the 
potice and foe mformation ser- 
vices. ''I 

Western observers bebeve 
many of foe 600 groups are 
little more than celk of two to 
three people acting indepen- 
dently and with Uttle coordina- 
tion. 

They beUeve they are kilUng 
in '^e name of Gra” and yet 
often their victims are mem- 
bers of ofoer cells nho also 
share the goal of creating an 
Islamic state in Algeria. 

Some 3.000 pe^e, includ- 
ing dvilians, miutrats and 
security forces have died in the 
past two yeare since the fun- 
dameotahsts launched their 
armed struggle. 

It foUowra the canceUation 
in January 1992 of foe second 
round of general elections that 
the Islamic Salvation Front 
(FIS) was set to win. Since 
then foe violence has shown 
Httle sign of abating, with 


security forces retabating in 
increasieg crackdowns to whit- 
tle away the mibtanis' ^port. 

Moussa Krouche, a FIS rep- 
resentative living in France, 
said recently that “the FIS is 
not in control of the situaaon 
on foe ground” and conde- 
mned the recent spate of kill- 
ings and kidnappings of fore- 
igners. 

Algeria's war-weariness 
could be one factor that 
prompted Algerian authorities 
to hold secret talks mtb found- 
ing members of foe sow ban- 
FIS in a bid to hall foe 
cycle of violence. 

It may be a sta.<t. but the 
inolrace is also rooted in the 
country's current economic 
and social crisis, which was 
provoked by sharo faU in pet- 
rol prices in 198o. 

Young, unemployed men, 
disaffec^ university students 
’and others in the underclass 
make wflUng recruits to the 
holy war. 

On Sunday the radical 
aimed Islamic group claimed 
responsibUity for a series of 
fatal attacks on foreigners in 
Algeria in a statement to the 
Paris-based daily Le Monde in 
its weekend edition. 

The statement warned: “The 
attacks will continue... we will 
continue to hunt down the 
enemies of God.” 


Third World needs 10-year 
contraception offensive 


By Benedicte Manier 

Ayence France Presse 

PARIS — Population experts 
meeting here have called for a 
ten-year campaign to promote 
contraception in the Third 
World to curb a population 
explosion which could hit S.5 
billion in the first quarter of 
next century. 

The earth's population has 
doubled since 1^ and at pre- 
sent rates of growth will reach 
6.7 billion within ten years. 
Die experts warned at a two- 
day symposium which opened 
Tuesday under the auspices of 
the French foundation 
EquilibreS et Populations. 

World population now 
siamls at billkm and uver-po- 
pulation has already slashed 
the living standards of millions 
in the developing world. Some 
770 million people are 
underfed. 

Two billion do not have- 
enough clean water and 100 
million have had to leave home 
in to make a living. Evety 
vear.. 14 million children die 
!rom preventable disease. 

Three people are bom every 
second and m the developing 
world only about half of the 
couples have access to family 
planning, because of illiteracy. 
Many women are unable to 
make such decisions on their 
own. 

United Nations experts say 
one in three pregnancies in the 
world is unwanted. 

The Third World is responsi- 
ble for 95 per cent of world 
population growth and in some 
countries the population has 
doubled in the ^ce of one 
generation. 

If we do not want 6.7 billion 
people on earth in a decade. 


“We must provide 
countries over ten years witf 
50 billion condoms.' II billion 
oral contraceptives, 17S mil- 
lion sterilisation operations 
and 400 million intra-uterine 
devices,” said Dr. Sheldon 
Segal of the New York Popula- 
tion Council. 

Some progress has been 
made in the Third World. 
Average fecundity has gone 
down from six .'children per 
woman to less than four in one 
generation. 

In South Asia, it has de- 


clined from si.K children per 
woman in I960 to 4.4 today 
and in Latin .-\nierica from 5.9 
to 3.2. But in Sub-Saharan 
Africa, the retc has remained 
steady nt 6..^ children per 
woman for the pa.st .3u years. 

Die experts said that often 
there were economic, cultural 
and political barriers to be 
overcome. The emphuNis 
should be to encourage a poli- 
tical commitment to cutting the 
birthrate, on educating couples 
and making it easier for them 
to obtain cheap contraceptives. 



Toqjan Faisal, member Paiiiament, met with mem- 
bers of the Amman Marriott management team upon her 
of talks on ’Cooperation Plans for Arab 
NGO’s on Children Right Awareness’ held at the hotel. 
(From right to left) Joseph Khoury, director of Sales and 
Marketing, Richard Lyon, general manager and Mr. 
Rami Safadi, sales executive. Participants discussed 
papers on ’increasiiig people awareness on ChOdren 
Right CtHivention 'and its implementatxoD'' proptrang to 
fnifili objectives throngh workshops, studies, and dr- 
cnlatkm of data towards such awareness. 
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Making peace has 
been harder than 
expected for Israelis 


and Arabs 

By Niedas B. Tatro 
The Associated Press 
OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
— Making peace is hard to do. 

That's the lesson of more 
than two years of quarrelsome 
and fragmented Middle East 
negotiations which have hop- 
ped all over the globe in search 
of a solution. 

The process is inching for- 
ward but ultimate success de- 
pends on the Palestinians and 
Israelis, who are behind sche- 
dule in starting the self-rule 
plan for the West Bank region 
of Jericho and the Gaza Strip. 

Syria has agreed to resume 
talks wth Israel early next year 
in Washington, probably in 
February. 

Jordan and Israel have 
talked quietly in the back- 
ground. 

Six committees and a myriad 
of working groups are studying 
more than SO projects for joint 
cooperation in the Mideasi. 

Ingrained mistrust and 
almost daily bloodshed have 
slowed the process, and neith- 
er Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin or PLO leader Yasser 
Arafat have proved 10 be adept 
salesmen to a public often con- 
fused and ill-informed about 
the issues. 

When Mr. Rabin reluctantly 
accepted a handshake from 
Mr. Arafat on the White 
House lawn Sept. 13, hopes 
were raised for a quick resolu- 
tion. 

But the going has been 
tougher than expected. 

Israel has insisted that be- 
fore withdrawal begins, agree- 
ment be reached on security 
issues because it fears Mr. Ara- 
fat will not be able to contain 
extremists, espedally the Mus- 
lim fundamentalists who have 
.killed 21 Israelis since mid- 
September. 

Palestinians see no letup in 
Israeli army arrests or shoot- 
ines that have claimed 27 
Palestinians killed in the same 
period. Many are starting to 
question Israel's intention to 
withdraw from occupied land. 

The accord between Israel 
and the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation was merely an 
outline, designed to get the 
process started without having 
to tackle sensitive issues that 
had thwarted previous peace 
initiatives. 

Critics say the agreement is 
seriously flawed, that the 
handfoake was the “happy en- 
ding” of a movie that has yet to 
be made. 

Moshe Maoz. a political sci- 
ence professor at the Hebrew 
University of Jerusalem, said 
postponing tough issues — like 
Jewish settlements. Jerusalem 
and Palestinian demands for a 
state — made the whole idea of 
an interim, “Gaza-Jericho 
first.** solution unworkable. 

“The ambiguity is not help- 
ful. It creates resentment 
among both Israelis and 
Palestinians.” said Mr. Maoz, 
who has been an adviser to 
Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres. 

"Palestinians need en- 
couragement that in three to 
five years they will have a 
state. Jewish settlers need a 
clear message that they will 
have to evacuate or live under 
Palestinian sovereignty.” 


Hanan Ashrawi. who was 
until recently a PLO spokes- 
woman, said Israeli settle- 
ments in the heart of Palesti- 
nian areas were a key problem. 
They will be targets for attacks 
by extremists and keep soldiers 
on the ground where they are 
not wanted. 

“An agreement with land 
mines is a recipe for future 
conflict: Israel should dig up 
these landmines now." she 
said. 

Mr. Rabin has decided to 
take a' go-slow approach, 
however, and aides say he will , 
not make any unilateral ges- 
tures like uprooting settle- 
ments. 

“We appreciate the fact that > 
things are taking more time ‘ 
than some people might have 
hoped for, but we feel that the 
most important thing is to ' 
move ahead slowly but surely ; 
and not with a big leap that will ''' 
ignore the issues which still •! 
have to be resolved.” said Uri 
Dromi, director of (he Govern- 
ment Press Office. 

The central issue now is con- 
trol of the bridges and border « 
crossings linking the West *' 
Bank to Jordan and the Gaza 
Strip to Egypt. If Mr. Arafat , 
controls the crossings, it is a '* 
symbol of sovereignty and will .* 
end humiliating searches of ,s 
travellers. But Israel fears that 
will be an avenue for gunrun- 
ning and terrorists. • 

In talks in Al Arish. Egypt, 
Israel and the PLO are map- \ 
ping the transfer of power from * • 
Israel's military government to . > 
the new Palestinian authority. , 

The two sides have also met * * 
in Paris to discuss trade poli- . * 
cies and have until July to 
reach agreement. ’ 

The impasse in foe Israel- > 
PLO talks is having a domino 
effect, holding up progress '' 
with other countries as well. *1 

Mr. Rabin, according to in- . 
siders. does not want to make a ,, 
deal with Syria on the return of ’• 
the Golan Heights until 
Palestinian autonomy is well 
along. Me feare the Israeli put^ ' 
lie will not take too manv * 
concessions to the Arabs all at 
once. 

Without an agreement with ‘ 
Syria, Lebanon refuses to , 
make a deal and Jordan is ' 
reluctant to start implementing ^ ' 
the outline for peace signed 
Sept. 14 in Washington. In 
talks in late November, the 
two sides agreed Jordanian • , 
bank branches would be 
opened in the West Bank but 
that plan has been stalled 
awaiting PLO approval. 

There is yet another level of ' ' 
Arab-lsraeli negotiations — .- 
the so-called multilateral talks . 
held with the help of 30 coun- ' 
tries including the United ' 
States and Russia. Recent 
rounds have been held in Beij- 
ing. Tokyo, Cairo.-' 
Copenhagen,* Moscow and •. 
Tunis with the topics being 
regional cooperation in the en- 
vironment. water, refugees. 
economic development and . 
arms control. 

Among foe more than SO ’. - 
projects being studied by a 
myriad of working groups are T 
roads linking Israel to the rest '•* 
of the Middle East, regional 
power grids, water-sharing and 
arms verification. 
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Asian stock markets 
shoot up to new highs 


, TOKYO (R) — Aaa*s sui;giiig 
stock markets continued their 
boll stampede Monday led tw 
'maikets in Sing^xne, Thai- 
land, Malaysia and the Philip- 
-pines whidi all posted record 
.-highs. 

Tokyo's stock market was a 
•^inajor e^x^tion, with share 
I^)>ric6s dosing sharply lower, 
'"pushing the dollar higher 
against the yen. 

In Singapore, frantic buying 
took share prices to a new 
; peak, sending the 30-share 
Straits Times industrials index 
I to a clodng hi^ of 2,378.43. 

The index, op 2.24 per cent, 
; . or S2.09 points, from Friday’s 
I * closing high, was just below an 
i intra-day all-time high of 
I .2,384.01 set in afternoon trade. 
' A record volume of 746.20 
. million shares was traded 
worth S1.S6 billion (S977 mil- 
lion). 

In neighbouring Malaysia, 
the Kuala Lumpur Stock Ex- 
^ change followed suit led by 
“'foreign buying of selected blue 
chips. The composite index 
surged to a new high of 
1,2M.80 points before closing 
at 1,205.28, up 26.82 points 
from Fiiday. 

In Bai^^k, Thai shares 


surged 2.75 per cent to break 
through the 1,600 barrier on 
the set index, setting a new 
closing hi^ in active trade, 
brokers said. 

The index jumped a flat 43 
points to dose at 1,608.12, 
breaking its previous hig|) 'at 
1,565.12 on Friday. 

^ile Asia's o^er record- 
breaking market, Hong Kong, 
was clo^ for the Christmas 
break, Taiwan also canght the 
fever with its stocks surging 3.2 
per cent to end at a 29-month 
bi^ in heavy trade. 

The weigjited index bit an 
intra-day high of 5,530 and 
dos^ 171.30 points higher at 
5,491.68, its highest finish 
since 5,591.% on July S, 1^1. 
Tbmover was a healthy T78.59 
WUion ($2.9 bSlion). 

Some brokers attributed 
gains partly to a commercial 
times report quoting Secorities 
and Exchange Commission 
Qiairman Day Linin as saying 
a range of 5,000 to 7,000 points 
was an "ai^ropriate level" for 
the market. 

**Some players expect 5,800- 
6,000 year end,” said Tu 
Jin-Lung of Grand Cathay. 

In Manila, share prices drot 
up to a new record high dose 


as demand continued to rise in 
a bullish market. 

“We’ve been saying for 
some time now that the market 
should correct, but it refuses to 
owisolidate due to too much 
demand,” said Noel Reyes, 
vice president at DMT Secur- 
ities. 

The Manila compodte ind» 
zoomed about 173 points while 
Makati soared about 160 
points. • 

The index was up 27.10 
points from Friday’s dose. 

In Tol^, gloomy sentiment 
sent stocks sharply lower. In- 
vestors were discourag^ by 
Prime Minister Morihiro 
Hosokawa's failure to offer 
concrete economy-boosting 
steps OR Friday. 

The benchmark Nikkei aver- 
age clos^ at 16,819.88 down 
321.23 points, falling below 
17,000 for the first time since 
Dec. 8. 

“The market was deadlock- 
ed in the afternoon, with no 
major seU or buy orders," said 
Taketoshi Hashizume, general 
manager at Yamaidii Secur- 
ities. 

The downside may stay firm 
for the rest of the week as less 
selling may emerge, while 


buying linked to the launch of 
new investment trusts is ex- 
pected. Mr. Hashizume said. 

Bourses in Australia, New 
Zealand, India and Sri Lanka 
were dosed for market holi- 
days. , . 

In the currency market, me 
kept (ts moming gains 
against the yen on the back of 
weakness in Japanese share 
prices but its top was heavy 
due to lack of market moving 
incentives in the afternoon. 

The dollar closed at 111.25 
yen and 1.6^3 marks, up frcHn 
110.74 and 1.6944 at 1300 
GMT hi Europe. 


Rome finalises 


ROME (R) — The Italian gov- 
ernment was Monday finalising 
a round of tax increases, dub- 
ibed the annual "fiscal beat- 
ihig,’' that would raise 6.7 trii- 
%on lire (S3.9 billion) to stop 
next year's accounts getting 
out of control. 

The tax hikes, due to be 
, passed by the cabinet Wednes- 
day. are’ the final pan of a 
package of austerity measures 
wbidi the government plans 
for the new year. 

"The package will be very 
balanced." Treasury Minister 
Piero Barucci said shortly be- 
fore Christmas. "It won't be 
painless but it won’t ruin pe- 
ple's holidays, either." 

Leaked d'etails of the pack- 
age point to an increase of one 
of the lowest brackets of value 


added tax (VAp to 13 per 
cent from 12. hitting a range of 
goods. 

Motorists are expected to 
face increases of up to 80 lire 
(47 cents) that will take petrol 
to around 1.660 lire (97 cents) 
per litre, among the most ex- 
pensivi; in Europe. 

Prices of some spirits and 
wines will be boosted by up to 
200 lire (12 cents), economists 
forecast. 

Italians will also have to pay 
more for the stamp duties on 
annual fees paid to keep their 
passports and driving licences 
valid, according to prediction. 

Last week, parliament gave 
its final approval to the 1994 
budget, ^ich calls for un- 
poplar cuts in health, educa- 
tion and pensions spending. 


The tax package, unlikely to 
make politicians popular in the 
run-up to general elections ex- 
pected next spring, will supple- 
ment the budget by raising 
extra revenue. 

Together, the two measures 
aim to cut Italy's deficit — the 
country's overdraft — by 31 
trillion lire ($18.2 billion). 

The increases will raise the 
burden further on one of 
Europe's most heavily taxed 
nations and are ejected to 
push up inflation riightly. 

However, economists say 
that will be better than a blow 
to Italy’s image if it failed to 
keep its accounts in order. 

"The package ugH be un- 
'popular but it is the best that 
could have been presented 
under the circumstances.” said 


one Milan-based economic, 

"The govermnem's credSiility 
is at stake and it needs to ftsd 
the cash." 

Prime Minister Carlo Azeg. 
lio Ciampt, a respected fonner 
central bank chief -appointod 
last April to implement finah- 
cUI reforms and guide Italy . ' 
towards early electims. has 'M 
made controlling the country's 
huge debts one of his top 
priorities. • ! 

His government has plec^ 
to ouitain next year's defrek— 
the shonfail bmween go\’m- 
ment spending and inceme^ 
to within its 145 triirion..($85 
billion) target. 

Italy built up the ddKs from 
the cariy 19K0s onwards as 
government spending beggn to 
■qrin out of control. 


Yeltsin decree liberalises Russian grain market 


MOSCOW (R) — President 
Boris Yeltsin has limited the 
role of the state in Russia's 
domestic grain market and told 
semi-autonomous republics 
and regions they must take 
responsibility for their own ' 
supplies. 

A presidential decree, pub- 
lished at the weekend by the 
official ITAR-TASS news 
agency, said federal authorities 


would form a strategic grain 
leserve in 1994. but farmers 
■would, not be obliged to sell 
grain to the state as in the past. ' 

The \Iecree. which ordered 
'federal. and regional author- 
ities to buy grain for their- 
reservft's at markdt prices, 
effectively ended the state 
order system that has been the 
cornerstone of the food dis- 
tribution svstem for decades. 


The size of the federal re- 
serve. depending on military 
and other essential state needs, . 
should be determined by Jan. 

1, the decree said. 

The state-controlled grain 
purchasing agency, Roskhle- 
boprodukt. will still be re- 
sponsible for supplying the re- 
serve using federal budget 
funds. 

"Subjects of the Russian 


Federation (semi-autonomous 
republics and regions) will 
meet their demand for grain 
and grain products indepen- 
dently," the decree said. 

It also outlawed attempts to 
restrict free mov’embnt of or 
obstruct trade in ^ns and 
oilseeds within Russia, saying 
local authorities guilty of this 
risked losing all federal sup- 
port for agriculture. 


The decree called for 

isacion of grain purchase, stor- 
age and processing fadlities. ) 
nnost of which are owned fay 

Roskhleboprodukt, by April 1. 

But it was not clear how mud) 
would remain in state harid^. 

The state property comiiuv | 
tee was ordered to list those j 
enterprises in which the state 
would have a majority share- 
holding for three years. 


France can expect only slow growth in ’94 — OECD 


PARIS (Agencies) — France's 
economy will see gradual 
growth in 1994, with lower ■ 
interest rates and improved ex- 
port markets, but unemploy- 
ment will continue to soar until 
more substantial recovery in 
1995. the OECD has said. 

"Output growth should 
'strengthen gradually during 
1994. driven by lower interest 
rates and export growth.” the 
Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and Development 
(OECD) said in its year-end 
economic outlook. 

Hie thbik-tank for rich na- 
tions said interest rates sfaoold 
fiiil significantly from next year 
in line with Gentian rates, with 
die oust of three-month money 
averting five per cent in 1994 
and 3.9 per cent in 1995 from 
around 6.5 per cent now. 

The French central bank has 
been cautious on monetary:.. 
poUqr despite the virtual col- 
lapse of die European Com- 
munity (EC) ei^ange rate 
mechanism in Aognst and has 
trimmed its key intervention 
rat e Iqr ju st 03S percentage 
'jxiioasuice then. 


The OECD mqiects French 
gross dome^ic product 
(GDP), a key measure of the 
size of the economy, to grow . 
by 1.1 per cent next year after 
a 0.9 per cent contraction this ■ 
year, with expansion quicken- 
ing in 1995 to 2.7 per cent. 

The government forecasts 
growth of 1.4 per cent next 
year but most private econom- 
ists reckon that this is too 
optimistic. 

The OECD said that despite 
a cut in inceme taxes the 
budget deficit would narrow by 
0.75 percents^ poinlB as a 
share of GDP due to spending 
restraints. But die actual de- 
' fidt might grow from . 1993's 
expected shortfaff pf 317.6 bil- 
iion francs- ($54.3 bDIion at 
current rates). 

The government is forecast- 
ing a budget deficit of around 
300 billion francs ($51.3 bil- 
’Ifon) for 1994. 

Unemployment — already 
at a recoril 12 per cent of the., 
woririorce in October — will 
increase to 12.S per cent late 
, next year before falling sloiriy 
in 19%. tte agency said. High 


jobless levels will dent consum- 
er confidence and spending. 

But it said potential export 
growth could give an important 
boost to the economy. 

With increased con^titive- 
ness and imports growing more 
slowly than . exports, the ba- 
lance of paj^ents surplus 
should contribute a quarter 
percentage point to growth in 
1994 and 1993. 

However, the. OECD 
warned that a recovery in ex- 
ports next year was by no 
means certain. 

Economy Minister Edmond 
Alphandery said the French 
economy seems well placed to 
recover at the beginning of 
next year. 

He told parliament that "it is. 
relatively reasonable to think 
that economic ai^vity should 
begin to move fbhvai^ at the 
beginning of 1994." 

Mr. /Uphandery, who was 
defendiiig a bill on vaiious 
economic and financia] mat- 
ters. said that the reixivery 
would be "slow" and would be 
"insufficient to deal with the 
social problems which France 


is experiencing." 

He stood by the official view 
that the French economy 
’would grow by 1.4 per cent 
next year, having declined by 
0.7 per cent or 0.8 per cent this 
year. These forecasts were 
"realistic even if they are not 
enough." 

But Mr. Alphandery also . 
said: "It is reasonable to think 
that the forecast we have made 
has a chance of becoming 
fact." 

There was "no point in 
maintaining a morose climate 
to no purpose.. .catastrophe is 
not at all certain" and "for the 
time being any way. I do not 
think that there is any reason 
to talk in alannist terms.. .thb 
situation is no longer de- 
teriorating.. .many companies 
see a sli^r improvement." 

Mr. Alphandery was refer- 
ring to the monthly report by 
the Bank of France which said 
that French industrial output 
had rallied in November pn the 
basis of returns from company 
chief executives. 

Output had increased in the' 


sectors of food and agriculture,, 
cars, intermediary goods and 
professional equipment, and it 
steadied-in the area of consum- 
er goods, the bank of France 
said. 

But commercial aaivity de- 
clined and turnover fell by 4.2 
per cent from the figure in 
October on a seasonally- 
^justed basis. 

Demand had increased par- 
ticularly owing to an increase 
in exports to strong markets 
and notably in South East 
Asia. Latin America and the 
United States. 

The outlook for orders and 
stocks had "improved" the 
bank said. 

For the previous month the 
bank had reported a slight de- 
cline of industrial ouq^ut. - 

'The official INSEE statistic- 
al body, which last reported on. 
industrial output for Septem- 
.ber. had said that industrial 
output had fallen by 0.3 per' 
cent and manufactui^ output 
(excluding energy and food 
and agriculture) by one per 
cent. 


Malaysia launches second national car company 

But the venture has since 
turned around, braced by gov- 
ernment incentives and a 
booming economy, in which 
the gross domestic product has 
grown an average of ei^t per 
cent for the past six years. 

The growth has greatly ex- 
panded the middle class among 
- Malaysia's population of 19 
million and the new car will be 
aimed mainly at them, industry 
officials say. 


•KUALA LUMPUR a(R) — 
■Malaysia launcbed its second 
'car oooip^ Monday, a joint 
>rentiire with Japan's Daihatsu 
Motor Co. Ltd. to make zippy, 
compact vehicles for 
Malaysia's rapidly growing 
middhs dass and increasingly 
affluent workers. 

"It mil be aftbrdable and 
economical," said Prime 
. Minister Mahathir Mohammad 
'after he unveiled the name of ' 


the company. Perusahaan 
Otomobil Kediia SDN BHD, 
or Perodua, along with its 
"kancil” (mouse deer) logo. 

The first Perodua Kancils 
will roll off the assembly line in 
July, and will go on sale in 
September, said company 
chairman Raja M<4iar Raja 
Badiozaman said. 

The 660 oc car, priced at 
around 25,000 ringgjt ($9,'^), 
is aimed at first xar owners. 


motorcade owners who want 
to upgrade and families 
wishing a second car, Mr. Raja 
Mohar said. 

The Perodua is the- brain- 
child of Mr. Mahathir, Who felt 
tiiat Malaysia's first car, the 
Proton S^ built with Mitsu- 
tnshi Motors Corporation, had 
become too expensive for most 
first-time car buyers, industry 
sources said. 

A standard, no-frills Proton 


now costs about 33.(XX) ringgit 
($13,000) compared with 
19,000 when it was first laun- 
ched in 1985. 

' The Proton car project, a 
cornerstone of Mr. Mahathir's 
ambitious plan, to make 
Malaysia an industrialised na- 
tion, was widely criticised by 
economists as being financially 
unviable and ran into difficul- 
ties initially. 


Oman 
reports 
stock 
exchange 
boom 

ABU DHABI (AFP) — Eco- 
nomic reforms and a decision 
to allow foreign investors to 
trade inits shares have tioosted 
activity in Oman's stock ex- 
change to record levels, the 
exchange's direaor has said. 

Turnover in the Muscat 
Stock Maiicet jumped by 66 
per cent to 70 million Omani 
riyals ($182 million) in the first 
11 months of 1993 from 42 
million riyals ($109.2 million) 
during -1992, Mahmmoud Al 
Jarwani said. 

"It is the highest turnover 
since the exchange was opened 
in 1989,” he said in a telephone 
interview from Muscat. 

"This is because new com- 
panies in Oman are floating 
shares within the government 
privatisation programme, an 
economic upturn in the region 
and our deasion to allow other 
Gulf dcizens to own shares.’’ 

Oman dedded this year to 
allow investors from other 
members of foe six-nation Gulf 
Cooperation (GCC) to have 
between ^ and 49 per cent 
shareholding in its companies, 
and it is planning to give access 
to others. 

Bahrain also gjves limited 
access to foreign investors into 
its stock markets. But dealing 
is still limited to national in 
the other GCC states — Saudi 
Arabia, Qatar, Kuwait and the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE). 


Vietnamese get lesson : 
in capitalist markets 

HANOI (R) — Senior banking offidals in communist Viet- - 
n am are ^ting a ct^ course in capitalist stock markets this 
month as the country prepares to open its first stock exchai^ ' 
in Ho Chi N£nh City. 

Officials from central bank branches in Hanoi, Haqfooi^ ' 
and Ho Chi Minh Chy and from the Export-Import Bank, the ^ 
Agriculture Bank and other financial institutions araaioMig’i 
those taking part, the Vietnam News Agency said Monday. ' 

"Another advanced capital markets and securities trading 
programme is also scheduled to be held in Hanoi,” the o^eial ^ 
agenqr said. 
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I've decaob ) to spend the 

, REST OF AAV UFE LOOKING FOR 
pTHE E(6 ROCK CANDV AAOUNTAIN" 


I DIDN'T FIND IT • 
TODAY, BUT AAAVBE 
I'LL FIND IT 
TOAAORROIO.. 



IF YOU REALLY WANT 
SOMETHING IN THIS 
LIFE, YOU HAVE TO 
BE DETERMINED! 



IF I DOnV find 
IT TOMORROW, 
I THINK I'LL 
(2UIT LOOKING.. 





Andy Capp 
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Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
ora letter to each square, to toim 
touronflnaiy iworda. 


TOYBO 


■ 1 



N 

WATEK 


u c: 



CHIPSY 





SURJIT 


JD 



THAT SCRAMBLED ¥R)R0 QABC 

(B by Hand ArtMM and HHn Ar^irton 



WHY THE CHERRY 
PICKER PISUIKEP 
HIS JOB. 


atranoe the drdad letters to 
hHm the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested-by the above cartoon. 




(Answers tomorrow) 

YQiTtimlliy'lll I Jufubles: COVEY WHEAT TURKEY ZODIAC 
I Arawar What happened when the garbage truck 
overturned — FT ‘REE KEty haYOC 


FORECAST FOR TUESDAY OECEMBHfa 28, 1993 . 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, CarroH Righter roufidaSan 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Four strong oppositions from 
Venus. Meroiry, Mars and tiie 
Sun to the Moon wMdi goes Full 
^ Cancer (MoonchiM) today 
Pbold create muddled titinking 
and confusions but you can relax 
this evening as the Moon trines 
Juipter. 

ARIES: (March 21 tO April 19) in 
motion and don’t get into a 
temper in the morning (or 
tonight finds you able to consider 
and make headway towards your 
woridly activities 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You want to diqiute some matter 
brought to your attention a 
disconteoted person but Ignore 
and later you can get into new 
ways to further business affairs. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
You want to ten off an outride 
person in no uncertain terms but 
by holding back you find events 
unfold so you get the better of 
the situation. 

moon CHILDREN: (Juqe 22 to 
Jidy 21) In the morning, tasb 
seem to be at axes and sevens 
but then you can afterwards get 
out with dose assodate and 
reach new agreements. 
l<EO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
are wise to put oft making 
afgxtintmenis for pleasure in the 
morning and would be wise to 
spend foe whole day organising 
your work load for the future. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Sidemp that potentiaily 


upsenifig a^meni at your lefo 
dence and instead think of wm 
you can have a belter tkiie 
conqiatible companions. 1 ...l' 
liBRA: (September 23 MCfob- 
her 22) Don't react to tbiRfoa- ] 
shre note, message you.iecdvfrm 
the morning bat in the shir- j 
noon, evening get your home ia 
ideal condition for the fiiMe. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
• November21) Avoid making aay 
dlUM^^wnutnicncs materifoy 
mMiraRKng but then you cm , 
get into the various commanica* ' 
uons awaiting your attentioiu.. 

SAGriTARlUS: (November^ 
to December 21) Don't lel! 
,otbeis see that you are t^ 
'disoonteated and unh^ipy! mis 
morning but all day and evening 
get into the practical side of'jibor i 
affeifs. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22-10 
January 20) Get away from ww- 
ries about whidi 30a can do 
noil^ and put your pen^ 
aftaiis cm a more well oiganhfHl ' 
basis so you have things you 
derire. 

AQUARTOS: (January 21 to 
*ftbni8iy 19) I^’t try.fo get ■ 
bdeaguered friend to solve yenr 
problems but rather rflwnwR and 
work out with a dose loved one 
o4io understands t& sitiiatian. 

PISCES: (February 20 to Msiidi 
20) A poiposefui friend -who 
likes you is avmlabic to aid you : 
where you most desire so discuss | 
the situation with that penfo 
and a demanding bigwig. 
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THE Daily Crossword 


Regw Jurgowm 


ACROSS 

1 workers 
esnae 

11 In abundance 

12 Dark areas 

14 MantoDy akStod 
paraon 
ISBurlay 
17 Aslan hOHdw 
latslamie 
principalty 
EOLMersof 
endaannent 
2UAadvious look 

23 Unaccempanlad 

24 Decree 
SAgricuiturBl 

meaeures 

27 Shoe width 

28 Mhtnpraaanl 

29 One and a half; 
prat. 

31 State atrengly 

32 Com or torn) 
start 

33Qty. 

34 Seeame pasta 
37 In daagraemam 
41 Palmar 
MMon — 
42T1o>tB04oe 
winnar 
SSRagrathil 
46 RataB daaranea 
• 47 Day's marWi 
48 Sign gas 
SOTI^One 
51 Arfoiositiss 

53 Year In 
Sarcalena 

54 PromMa 

56 Dtibbad again 
SSOgiar 
ssEnternma 
60 Eng. earblnaa 
Stifilade 

DOWN 

1 Darby makers 
2 FQmi^Cim 
SProboada 
4Suspanaa 
5 In one's dotage 
6F1MI 
7 Ovaraa 
8CMc 

9 Monlarray Mrs, 



? - 




lOTangfeie 
11 Plato's land 

13 Cream putt 

UAMean 
mountalna 
16 Group oleigm 
IS Caviar bBM 
22 Nacaaaitata 
24 Floral told 
260worhj| 

28 Cellars: abbr. 

30 Three at tlw 
Forum 

31 Ortvera' org. 

34 Praterunoe 

35 Proms 

36 H e adgear 
38 Ona k) ravarto 
99 Goes on and on 
40 Council 

42 Marine 
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lift^mian central bank 
lE^s ‘super-hyper inflation’ 
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KIE^ (R) — Ukrain 2 could 
soon 'isuffer from *'super- 
Iqiperinfiation ” if parliament 
. Uodsibe introduction of tight 
mooefaiy policies, the head of 
the entry's central bank has 
said. ' 

•Victor Yushchenko told'pai^ 
ihoDcnt that monthly inflation 
co^'toar' to ,90 per cent in 
'Deeemb^ from 74 per cent in 
. November unless Ukraine 
d^tened monetary and credit 
poltdesr ’ 

. ;inflBdon could be 90 per 
cent in December or higher. . . if 
^-dd not reach agreement on 
tough measures and a budeet 
for^994;'» he said. “OthSr- 
wfrey^ we will have supcr- 
iQipen&flation next year. Only 
Smim is jn tront of us,** he 
stad.- 

Vbmijan inflation is still a 
long wayifrehind war-tom 
Wa. Former Yugoslavia, con- 
iistnig of Serbia and Moo- 
ten^ipt.is forecast to have 
250,000 per cent .inflation in 
Decsember. 

Tile. Ukrainian parliament 
iMs opposed the goiemment’s 
. tates t proposals for economic 
fefbnu,.wluch combine market 
tefonhs ynth centralised con- 
trols over .exports, production 
aild hard currency transac- 


tions, 

The government wants to 
speed up privatisation, tighten 
monetary policy, cut subsidies 
"bcfaiise the tax system. 
Parliamentary deputies 
etoed in the Soviet era agreed 
to issue a joint economic policy 
statement with the government 
last week on condition that the 
gwernment agrees to add a list 
of objections on 42 separate 
policy issues. 

The government has agreed 
to some parliament demands. 

Mr. Yushchenko said he and 
parliament had agreed to 
reopen the Kiev Currency Ex- 
change which was closed last 
month as the government mul- 
led new ways to finance its fuel 
imports. 

He added that the heavily- 
subsidised agriculture sector 
must work without subsidies. 

Deputy Prime Minister 
Volbdymyr Demianov, in 
charge of agriculture, asked 
parliament to approve two tril- 
lion karbovanets ($62. million) 
m subsidies to reverse fallins 
output. 

“Without state suppiort, and 
with the iiberalisation of 
prices, agricultural production 
will fall by two-fold next year," 
Mr. Demianov said. 
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World oil output unlikely to f all— MEES 

“He also reaffirmed in the 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — Saudi 
Arabia effectively remained 
firm in its opposition' td 
emergency steps to help the oil 
market during last week's 
Riyadh summit of the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCO. 
the Middle East Economic 
Survey (MEK) said Monday. 

The authoritative newsletter 
said Saudi Oil Minister Hisham 
Nazer, supported by Kuwait 
^d the United Arab Emirates, 
is understood to have argued 
that “in present circumstances 
a strong revival would require 
a cut of some J ,5 to 2.0 million 
bpd (banels per day). 

He said neither OPEC nor 
non-OPEC was included to 
make an effective or credible 
cutback of this size. 

Sheikh Nazer was under- 
stood to have argued also that 
"for OPEC to act alone, even 
if that were possible, would 
simply result in a further loss of 
market share to non-OPEC 
with no assurance of any real 
improvement in prices." 


"He also reaffirmed in the 
strongest tenns Saudi Arabia's 
continued rejection of a swing 
producer role." MEES said. * 

The GCC groups Saudi Ara- 
bia, Kuwait, ihe United Arab 
Emirates, Qatar, Oman and 
Bahrain. Oil had been inserted 
at the last minute on the agen- 
da of last week's annual GCC 
summit. 

The GCC rulers said they, 
were willing to cut output "if 
all producing countries, both 
OPEC and non-OPEC, agree 
and abide by a comprehensive 
plan CO reduce production in a 
balanced way." 

Kuwaiti Oil Minister Ali Al 
Baghli. asked suteequently 
Reuters whether this included 
Britain and Norway, said: "All 
producers." Britain and Nor- 
way have shown' no interest in 
cuts. 

MEES said some GCC 
optimists envisaged a scenario 
of non-OPEC pledges of 
700.000 to one million b/d in 
cuts, a deal that could be 


rounded off at a January 
OPEC/non-OPEC ministerial 
meeting. 

Some felt that. this much 
would be necessary to qualify 
for matching OPEC cuts. 

But even non-OPEC coordi- 
nator Oman felt that 100.000 
to 200,000 b/d was the most 
that could be secured outside 
OPEC. 

"As regards OPEC, there- 
fore, from a practical point of 
view the situation remains 
essentially unchanged from the 
outcome of the Vienna confer- 
ence at the end of November." 
MEES said — no cuts, keep 
the September agreement and 
, no^meet till March 25. 

It did not rule out the GCC 
initiative bearing fruit but said 
non-OPEC was unlikely to re- 
spond in a way that was re- 
motely appropriate. 

MEES also said a proposal 
by Oman and Qatar was re- 
jected whereby'the big produc- 


ers would lend them oil to 
enable them to reach the 
equivalent of a revenue target 
of SI5/barrel. 

MEES said a call from Arab 
Gulf states for cooperation be- 
tween OPEC and independent' 
oil producers is unlikely to lead 
to cutbacks aimed at easing 
pressure on prices.. 

"Market drcles tend to dis- 


miss the GCC plan as contain- 
ine ;lirtie nf significance which 
mi^t help to reverse the cur- 
reru ebb-tide for oil prices." 
said the authoritative Nicosia- 
based oil newsletter. 

“The desired cutback con- 
tribution from the non-OPEC 
side would almost certainly 
prove incapable of realisa- 
tion." it said. 


.The six-nation GCC offered 
last Wednesday to cui output 
provided the independents* 
agreed to do the same. 

"Given the unlikelihood of 
anything remotely approaching 
an appropriate response from 
non-OPEC, it is difticult to 
discern any practical change of 
direction on the OPEC front at 
present." said MEES. 


■Announce^ to its customers the arrival of fresh fisi 
shipments of various types: 

Lobster, Hammour, Shour, Hamrah, 
— Farridin, Bouri, Hamam, Fillei 
Sultan Ibrahim, Sole, Squid, 
"KFresh shrimps of different sizes. . 
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1 hurt as IRA bomb shatters truce 


BELFAST (R) — The IRA 
ended its three-day Christmas 
ceasefire early Monday with a 
bomb attack on a rural police 
station in which one person 
was believed to have been in- 
jured. 

Police said Irish Republican 
Army (IRA) guerrillas ex- 
ploded what was thought to be 
a mortar bomb in an attack on 
the police post at Fintona. 90 
kilometres west of Belfast. 

One; person, a civilian, was 
thought to have been slightly 
injured and was taken to hos- 
pital, they said. Further details 
were not immediately avail- 
able. 

The device went off minutes 
after a three-day Christmas 
truce expired at midnight Sun- 
day and. was a clear rejection of 
calls by Irish Prime Minister 
Albeit ^ynolds that the guer- 
rillas lay down their arms and 
join peace talks. 

it was the first attack by IRA 
gunmen fighting to end British 
rule of ^ilorthem Ireland since 
they tried to ambush an army 
convoy, in Belfast one week 
ago. injuring one soldier. 

Mr. Reynolds had urged the 
IRA and its political wing. 
Sinn Fein, to drop reservations 
about the text of the Anglo- 
Irish initiative, end the fighting 
and win a seat at new talks. 

''Peace is the first and essen- 


tial priority. We should not let 
ourselves he sidetracked into 
the many questions that will 
have to be solved in the fu- 
ture,” Mr. Reynolds said. 

“Everything else can be set- 
tled in detailed discussion or 
negotiation later." he wrote in 
the Belfast Sunday Life. 

But Martin McGuinness. a 
top Sinn Fein official, con- 
firmed in a weekend interview 
that the organisation still 
wanted to discuss the package 
with Britain and Ireland. 

Mr. McGuinness (old the 
Sunday Press that it would be 
weeks before the IRA and 
Sinn Fein finalised their re- 
sponse and that talks with Bri- 
tain and Ireland were needed 
in the interim. 

“We will be examining every 
sentence and comma (in the 
statement) trying to read be- 
tween the lines. I see the docu- 
ment not as a last step but as a 
first along the road." he said. 

llie newspaper quoted him 
as saying I^epublicans felt the 
statement was an attempt to 
“dupe” the IRA into an open- 
ended ceasefire from which it 
would gain little. 

Both Britain and Ireland 
have said publicly that there 
can be no negotiation over the 
statement until violence ends 
for good and Sinn Fein joins 
new political talks from which 


it has hitherto been banned 
because of links with violence. 

At issue is the Dec. IS state- 
ment by Mr. Reynolds and 
British Prime Minister John 
Major, which lays down princi- 
ples to govern foture relations 
between Ireland and the pro- 
vince it partitioned seven de- 
cades ago. 

The Downing Street Dec- 
laration. named after Mr. Ma- 
jor's official London residence, 
says people of Ireland and 
Northern Ireland should have 
a say in the future of their 
island but gives Protestants in 
the north a veto over any 
change. 

Its first target is peace, so 
that nationalists from the 
Catholic minority and Protes- 
tants who want to stay British 
can work out new political 
structures to run their future. 

But Republicans say they 
fear Sinn Fein would gain little 
at new talks because the dec- 
laration underwrites the rights 
of the Protestant majority to 
veto any moves towards unit- 
ing Ireland and the province. 

“The IRA has been backed 
into a comer and is being asked 
to come out surrendering. It 
just won't wash." said one 
Republican sympathiser. 

Hundreds of IRA and Pro- 
testant extremists have been 
released from top security jails 


for Christmas parole and are 
giving their views on the dec- 
laration to their leaders before 
returning to prison later this 
week. 

7 hurt in London blast 

Meanwhile, a suspected gas 
explosion rocked a central 
London district Monday, injur- 
ing at least seven people, some 
in a fast food restaurant, police 
said. 

A spokesman said the blast 
occurred at about 9 a.m. in the 
basement of an empty office 
building opposite a McDo- 
nald's hamburger restaurant 
near Liverpool Street Railway 
Station on the East Side of the 
capital's financial district, the 
City. 

“There's been an explosion. 
We think it's gas. There was a 
strong smell of gas.” he said. 

The spokesman said at least 
three of the casualties were 
customers in the restaurant 
and another four were passers- 
by. One person had head 
woun^, another liad a broken 
leg and the itet suffered minor 
injuries such as cuts and 
bruises. 

He said that while bomb 
squad officers were at the 
scene as a matter of routine, 
police were still treating the 
incident as a possible gas e.x- 
plosion. 


Bosnian army fails to take Serb area 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — 
The Bosnian capital was quiet 
Monday after heavy fighting in 
a Serb-held central district 
overnight in which the mainly 
Muslim Bosnian army 
apparently failed to retake 
territory, a U.N. spokesman 
said Monday. 

The renewed overnight 
fighting' came after a day of 
violence that left 17 injured 
and a Christmas truce in tat- 
ters. 

Only sporadic small arms 
fire could be heard Monday in 
the city, coated by an over- 
night snowfall, after heavy 
fitting in the central neigh- 
bourhood of Grbavica. 

A spokesman For the U.N. 
Protection Force said Monday 
that the overnight banles ha4 
apparently not led to any 
change in the front lines in 
Grbavica. 

Grbavica was the scene of 


fighting throughout Sunday 
and was the focus of dashes in 
the run up to Oiristmas be- 
tween the Bosnian army and 
Serb forces. 

Spokesman Idesbald Van 
Biesebrock said that the situa- 
tion in the Bosnian capital re- 
mained “tense and unstable.” 
noting that the ceasefire 
agreed by the three sides in the 
Bosnian conflict — separatist 
Bosnian Seits. Croats and the 
mainly-MusHm army — was 
still not respected. 

The three factions had 
agreed to observe a truce from 
Dec. 23 to Jan. 3. 

In the 24 hours up to 0700 
GMT Monday, around 6(X) 
Serb shells pounded govern- 
ment positions in Sarajevo and 
residential areas, while the 
army retaliated with about 100 
shells. U.N. military observers 
said. 

In the rest of the country. 


tension was also running high 
in Vitez. in central Bosnia and 
in the southern capital of M os- 
tar. 

Croatian Radio Sunday said 
Muslims shelled Croat 'forces 
around Vitez. Bosnian radio 
said Croats fired tank rounds 
on Bosnian army positions out- 
side the central Bosnian town 
of Gornji Vakuf. 

Six civilians were wounded 
in the Muslim enclave of Mag- 
laj Sunday in northern Bosnia. 

Britain Monday warned the 
warring parties in Bosnia that 
its troops would not stay there 
indefinitely and urged the 
groups to make peace. 

*'11iose doing the fighting 
cannot expect we will be doing 
that for ever, because if they 
believe we are going to do it 
for ever then they lose the 
incentive actually to reach an 
agreement.” Foreign Secretary 
E>ouglas Hurd said. 


Mr. Hurd', in an interview on 
British Broadcasting Corpora- 
tion Radio, said Britain was 
committed to helping keep 
Bosnian civilians alive during 
the winter and would escort 
humanitarian aid convoy's for 
as long as this was useful. 

“We do not want them to 
believe that indefinitely there 
is going to be a European army 
protecting a humanitarian 
effort.” he said. 

No decision had yet been 
made to pull out the more than 
2.000 British troops in Bosnia. 
“We have taken noi decision 
but it should not be assumed 
that this commitment will go 
on year after year after year." 

Mr. Hurd reiterated Bri- 
tain's position that it was up to 
the warring Serb. Croatian and 
Muslim parties in Bosnia to 
reach a ^litical settlement to 
end the fighting and that no 
solution could be imposed 


Russian kidnap drama ends; gunmen seized 


MOSCOW (R) — A five-day 
kidnap drama, m whidb four 
masked gunmen shuttled a 
dozen children and four adult 
hosbges across south Russia in 
a hijacked helicopter, ended 
with the kidnappers* arrest 
Monday. 

The hijackers fled the air- 
craft but were seized after a 
gunbattle with police. The hos- 
tages were unharmed and most 
of a S10.million ransom paid to 
the gunmen was recovered. 

Interfax News Agency 
quoted one of the hijackers as 
saying he needed the money 
for treatment for the killer 
disease AIDS. • 

ITAR-TASS news agency 
said the gunmen were ftom. 
Russia, K^khstan and Cen- 
tral Asia. One was an air force 
navigator sacked for being 
drunk. 

The four, who apparently 
planned their operation with 
military precision, launched 
their venture Thursday, bur- 
sting into a classroom in Ros- 


tov in southern Russia, firing 
shots into the air and taking 
teenagers and a teacher hos- 
tage. 

They commandeered a heli- 
copter, loadii^ it with explo- 
sives and turning it into a flying 
bomb. They repeatedly said 
they wanted to fly to Iran, 
although authorities in Tehran 
promi^ to cooperate with 
Russia in securing the hos- 
tages* release. 

Izvestia newspaper, quoting 
officers from Russia's elite 
anti-terrorist group, said the* 
choice of a helicopter had 
posed a series of problems for 
security forces vriio h^ been 
trained to seize airplanes and 
not helicopters. 

The kidnappers and their 
hostages flew in stages to the 
spa town of Mineralniye Vody 
4X) kilometres southeast of 
Rostov. 

There they demanded a ran- 
som of $10 million, which was 
paid Friday. 

The kidnappers then re- 


leased seven of the sdioolchil- 
dren and their teacher. Their 
last two schoolboy captives and 
a bus driver taken hostage in 
Rostov were freed Sunday, 
just before the helicopter left 
Mineralniye Vody for 
Makhadifcala. 

But the helicopter, which 
news agencies said was tailed 
by the anti-terrorist unit of the 
etite SpetsnazForoe,.made an 
one:q>ected stop on the out- 
skirts of the town, the capital 
of Russia's semi- autonomous 
Republic of Dagestan. 

The gunmen disabled the 
radio and fled. 

An Interior ^finistry spokes- 
man said the two pilots, who 
later flew the craft on to 
Makhadikala, were safe. 

RIA news agency quoted the 
Interior Ministry as saying the 
hijackers manag^ to elude the 
elfte forces tailing their heli- 
copter for the crucial 30 mi- 
nutes they needed to escape. 

But tiieir freedom was short- 
lived. Two hijackers were 


arrested overnight after a brief 
gunbattle with authorities. The 
other two were seized without 
a struggle shortly afterwards. 

ITAR-TASS news agency 
said $6.5 million was recovered 
when two of the gunmen were 
arrested. Interfax said more 
money was recovered when the 
other two were seized. 

Commonwealth Television 
said the hijackers' leader was a 
criminal nicknamed Marat. He 
lived hi Bishkek, capital of the 
former Soviet Republic of Kyr- 
gyzstan in Centi^ Asia. 

The others, including two 
students, had no criminal re- 
cords. 

TASS, quoting the hijack 
leader, said the gunmen had 
thrown some of the loot out of 
the helicopter’s open door as 
they flew over Russia’s separ- 
atist north Caucasian region of 
Chechnya. 

*‘He said they did this so the 
helicopter would not be shot at 
from the ground,” TASS said. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Clinton to visit Russia Jan. 12-15 

MOSCOW (R) — U.S. President Bill Clinton ^hill visit Russia 
from Jan. 12-15. the press service of Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin announced Monday. A statement said the two leaders 
would discuss bilateral relations. L'ontrol over nuclear arms 
and regional conflicts. It is the second summit meeting 
between the two leaders. They met in Vancouver earlier this 
year, although Mr. Yeltsin also attended a summit of the 
leaders of the Group of Seven industrial countries in Tokyo in 
July. Mr. Ginton's visit starts one day after the opening of the 
new Russian parliament, elected on Dec. 12. 

Armenian plane crash kills 36 

YEREVAN (R) — Thirty one passengers and five crew 
members died when their plane crashed in western Armenia, 
near the frontier with Turkey, an Armenian government 
spokesman said Monday. The plane, from the southern 
Russian city of Krasnodar, crashed lute Sunday when landing 
in the Armenian town of Gyumri. formerly known *os 
Leninakan. spokesman Vladimir Manoyun said. He said the 
accident was probably caused by thick fog on the runway. A 
government commission had been set up to investigate the 
crash. The ty'pe of plane which crashed was not clear. Mr. 
Manoyan said it was an AN-24 passenger plane, though a 
spokesman for Russia's state committee .for emergencies 
earlier identified it as an AN-2n trunspon plane with 1 1 people 
and two passenger cars aboard. 

68 die in S. Africa Christmas violence 

JOHANNESBURG (AFP) — At least 6S people were killed 
in political, criminal and factional violence across South Africa 
over the Christmas weekend, according to police reports 
Monday. Most of the political violence, police' said, was 
centered in the powderkeg black townships of Katlehong. 
Kwathema and Davevton east of here, where 1 1 people were 
shot, hacked, stabbed and burnt to death at the weekend. 
Three policemen, two in Transvaal Province and one in Cape 
Province, were murdered in separate uttuciu. bringing to 249 
the number of policemen killed in South Afro this year. Most 


of the bloodshed occurred in Naiai piuvuiue. where police 
reported 39 murders, including 1 1 people who were killed in a 
factionfight near Mtubatuba. in the far north of the province. 
Of the other killings, police spokesman Major Bala Naidoo 
said some .were crime and robbery-related while others 
appeared to be linked to political violence in black townships 
and rural areas in various parts of the province. In the Cape 
Town area, police said 16 people were murdered over the 
Christmas weekend and around .VKI assaulted. 

Tajikistan appoints new premier 

DUSHANBE (R) — Parliament in the former Soviet Repub-* 
lie of Tajikistan has appointed Abdujalil Samadov as prime 
minister to replace Abdumalik Abdulujanov. who resigned 
earlier this month. Mr. Samadov. a supporter of a market 
economy, was previously deputy prime minister. Mr. Abdula- 
janov had faced increasing preksure hecau.se of his country's 
economic problems. He has since been appointed acting Tajik 
ambassador to Russia. Mr. Abdulujanov. 46, u successful 
businessman, retained his post as cabinet chief when ex- 
Communists came to power last year after a bloody civil war 
against Muslim radicals. The ifnpoveri.shed Central Asian 
country Is still reeling in the ufiermuth of the conflict, which 
ruined its economy, thousands of refugees fled into neighbour- 
ing Afghanistan io escape the fighting. 

Bhutto arrives in China 

BEUING (AFP) — Pukistiin Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto 
arrived here Monday at the stan of a trip to China and North 
Korea, during which she is expected to offer to mediate in 
Pyongyang and Washington's nuclear dispute. Chinese Pre- 
mier Li Peng held a welcoming ceremony in the Great Hall of 
the People for his guesl — on her first trip here since her 
party's victory in October elections — after which the two- 
leaders entered talks. Mr. Li is ro host a dinner Monday 
evening in honour of Ms. Bhutto, who is accompanied by her 
husband Asif Ali Zardari. Foreign Minister Sardar Assef Ali. 
Defence Minister Aftab Shubban Mirani and financial adviser 
V. A. Jafery. Ms. Bhutto is alst> due to meet President Jiang 
Zemin and other senior 'officials, in addition to a group of 
Chinese businessmen. 


United Nations Secretary General Bontros Ghaii Qichen prior to their meeting in Beumg 
(left) is greyed by Chinese Foreign Minister (^an photo) 

Ghaii urges patience in Korea crisis 


BEIJING (Agenciesl — U.N. 
Secretary-General Boutros 
Ghaii urged the world Monday 
to be patient in trying to solve 
the crisis over North Korea's 
alleged nuclear weapons prog- 
ramme. 

The U.N. chief said that as 
he was not a military' expert he 
had no way of evaluating re- 
ports that the U.S. Central 
Intelligence Agency' believes 
Pyongyang probably already 
has one or two nuclear bombs. 

But Dr. Ghaii told a news 
conference at the end of an 
Asian tour that took him to 
Japan, both Koreas and Beij- 
ing that in both Seoul and 
Pyongyang there was the poli- 
tical will to solve the nuclear 
problem. 

He said he thought three 
channels of diplomacy could 
provide a way out of the crisis: 
Talks between North Korea 
and the United States, be- 
tween North Korea and the 
International Atomic Energy 
Agency and between North 
and South Korea. 

“Through negotiations and 
more negotiations we will be 
able to find a peaceful solu- 
tion.” he said. “We need pati- 
ence to solve the problems." 

Dr. Ghaii said there was 
good will on the pan of both 
North and South Korea to try 


to resolve the nuclear issue and 
begin to address the fraught 
question of reunification. 

“My own impression after 
many hours of talk. ..is that 
there is a political will to solve 
peacefully this problem and 
this is the positive element." 
he said. 

“(There is) the political will 
to avoid an escalation, (and) 
the political will to find in a 
progressive way a coexistence 
and then a beginning of a 
unification between the South 
and the North.” he' said. 

The nuclear crisis began 
when North Korea refused in- 
spections by the International 
Atomic Energy Agency, a 
U.N. body, of two sites that 
the United States believes are 
used to develop nuclear arms. 

Dr. Ghaii said he was una- 
ware of any deadline for com- 
pliance. insisting that negotia- 
tions were the only way to 
resolve the standoff. 

China, a long-time ally of 
Pyongyang and one of the five 
permanent members of the 
U.N. Security Council with the 
power of veto, has long coun- 
selled patience in dealing with 
North Korea. 

“China favours a proper set- 
tlement of the issue through 
dialogues and consultations, 
instead of imposing pressure 


and sanctions,” the official 
Xinhua News Agenev- quoted 
Premier U Peng as telling the 
U.N. chief. 

South Korean Foreign 
Minister Han Sung-Jivi said 
Monday that he saw the "be- 
ginning of the end to the 
dispute over North Korea s 
nudear ambitions, with a pack- 
age deal in sight. 

“A beginning of the end of 
the nuclear issue has started,* 
Mr. Han was quoted by 
Yonhap News Agency a.s tell- 
ing journalists, adding that he 
was “more optimistic” than a 
few months ago that the row 
could be resolved through dia- 
logue. 

He said Pyongyang was will- 
ing to accept international in- 
spections of its declared nuc- 
lear facilities, but without giv- 
ing an impression that it was 
yielding to outside pressure. 

North Korea also wants to 
resume talks w'iih South Korea 
without losing face, he said. 

Resumption of an inter- 
Korean dialogue was one of 
the preconditions put forward 
by Washington for reopening 
suspended high-level talks with 
Pyongyang to discuss impro- 
ving ties. 

Mr. Han said North Korea 
might find acceptable a kind of 
“package deal.” 


Ramos orders hunt for church bombers 


DAVAO. Philippines (R) 
President Fidel Ramos, vowing 
not to allow extremists wreck 
his peace efforts, Monday 
ordered a hunt for attackers 
who lobbed grenades into 
Philippine cathedral, killing six * 
worshippers. 

Eight hours after the Sunday 
evening attack in Davao Gty. 
susp^ed Qirislian milhanis 
retaliated by firing two gre- 
nades at a Muslim Mosque on 
the city's outskirts. One ex- 
ploded but there were no 
casualties, police said. 

More than 130 worshippers 
among thousands in the- 
crowd^ cathedral for Sun- 


day's main evening mass were 
injured. 

k ' * 

In Manila, Mr. Ramos 
ordered the military to tighten 
security following the attack, 
which coincided with a cease- 
fire and peace talks between 
his government and Muslim 
separatists. 

“I will not allow extremists 
or terrorists to disrupt the 
peace of our communities just 
like that, especially during the 
holiday season, where we have 
in fact worked out the suspen- 
sion of offensive military op- 
erations.” he told a news con- 
ference. 


Police have linked a Muslim 
fundamentalist group to kid- 
nappings and bombing of pub- 
lic buildings and religious sites 
in mindanao in the past year. 

But Mr. Ramos said investi- 
gators had not yet pinpointed 
who was responsible for the 
Davao attack. 

Police said one grenade was 
thrown by a short-haired 
woman accompanied by a 
bearded man. Another was 
tossed by a man in his twenties, 
while a third was thought to 
have been thrown by someone 
on guard outside the building. 
A fourth device failed to ex- 
plode. 


Hosokawa eyes compromise in reform 


TOKYO (R) — Japanese 
Prime Minister Morihiro 
Hosokawa said Monday he was 
willing to make further com- 
promises to win approval of 
crucial political reform bills. 
“The government will respect 
any agreement in this commit- 
tee,” he told the Upper House 
Committee on Political Re- 
forms. 

“It is a matter of course that 
we respect upper house deli- 
berations." he said, indicating 
he was ready for a deal with 
the opposition. 

Last Friday. Mr. Hosokawa 
apologised to the nation for 
failing to keep his promise that 
the bills, which include new 
electoral districts and stricter 


anti-corruption measures, 
would become law by the end 
of this year. 

He said then that he would 
seek parliamentary approval of 
the bills by late January, the 
end of the current 13S-day 
session. 

Before the bills cleared the 
lower house in November. Mr. 
Hosokawa gave in to demands 
by the opposition Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP) and 
altered the comp^ition of the 
new chamber. 

His Original plan, approved 
by his coalition in August, had 
250 seats chosen from single- 
seat districts and another 250 
through proportional repre- 
sentation for a new 300- 


member body. 

The LDP wanted 3(X} in the 
districts and 171 in the prop- 
ortional list for a 471-member 
assembly. Mr. Hosokawa 
proposed a new formula — 276 
in the single-seat constituen- 
cies and 224 from the prop- 
ortional list — w'hich pass^ 
the lower house. 

Mr. Hosokawa also 
announced Friday that steps to 
boost the troubled economy 
would be announced in mid- 
January but his comments 
failed to convince the stock 
market. The key Nikkei Index 
fell by about 400 points Mon- 
day morning to below the 
psychologicallv imponant level 
of 17,000. 


Russians learn lessons of extravagance 


MOSCOW *(AFP) — Half a metre tall and no 
beauty, she comes with a price tag that would 
horrify most shoppers searching for a doll to 
brighten a child's Christmas. 

But paying no less than S1,000 for a toy has not 
fazed everyone here. 

“They've Just come in. We've sold two 
already,” the gumchewing shop assistant said of 
the German-made dolls. 

“To whom? To ordinary people, to Russians," 
she added before brushing off a request to wrap a 
$65 stuffed toy because of its low price. 

While much of the Western world recovers 
from its surfeit of celebration over Christmas. 
Russia is just warming up for its holidays, with 
Grandfether Frost due to make his rounds 
handing out gifts on Dec. 31. 

At Boys And Girls, a toy store with an English 
name and hefty price tags, shoppers are tempted 
by such g^gaws as a petrol-engined car for 
children priced at S7.900. 

“A Russian customer bought one this month," 
the assistant said. 

Around Moscow at shops like this, a festive 
extrav^ance has erupted in the wintry grey of 
the city, which as always is unrelieved by 
Christmas lights or decxirations. 

Moscow's pavements and streets have; howev- 
er. been adorned — with ice that has transformed 
them into skating rinks. This year the city council 
has not de-iced the roads with the result that 
hospitals are seeing twice the number of broken 
arms and legs than last year. 


For some, an icy pavement is only a slight 
obstacle between luxury imported cars and ex- 
pensive hard currency shops such as Petrovka 
the Sadko Arcade or the Gum Depanment 
Store. 

“J’X® tniffles, but I hear they're 

good, said a man in his thirties pushing a trolley 
through a hard^nirrency supermarket. 

Wthoui a thought for the prices, he began 
loading the cart with such fare as kumquats at $6U 

^ French champagne 

at $40 a bottle. 

Afterwards he was planning a trip to the 
ncwlyK)pcned branch of Hediard, the luxury 
Pans foodstore that has set up in the city centre. 

m the cakeshop of the Petrovka store, where a 
slice of gateau costs about half the minimum 
wage, a man from the Caucasus seated with a 

hundred 

casually from his pocket 
th« Mo^w's nouveau riche splash out sums 
that would keep Russian- femilies for months 

fftUnw^f h '"8 '"'ddle classes are learning to 

fh ivi frenzy that has taken over 

the holiday m much of the world. 

From toys to beauty products, television sta- 
tions have been chiming out the names of brands 
long famous in the W^t 

This year when grandfather Frost visits, many 
Russian girls will be looking forward to XX 

‘barbie ttol! comSeJe S 
teyfne^Ken and all the necessary accessories 
Pneed from $48 in kiosk shops 


PhilippiMrEtolft 

play Robin Hood 

M.ANILA (AP) “ Ckmmunist 
rebcK Monday Mjaeked a 
tnwkload of tkr at gtinpiwK 
and diNtribuicd the supplies to 
families m Manifay p^tce 
sjid- Nlaji Rodolfo Rive) 
y*vcn armed men. intro- 
duced ihcimelves as the Alex 
Bonc4VW>> Brigade, flagged 
down the dri^'cr of thr truck on 
Juan Luna Street and forced 
him to drive to “Smokey 
MounUin.** the city's noto- 
riou<; garbage dump where 
thousands of sqiuitcrs Kve. 
The rebels distributed the 5(Xi 
sacks of rice to hundreds of 
>quaticTs who Nwarmed around 
the vehicle abvMit 10 a.m. <U20Q 
GMT). MaJ. Rival said- TTie 
rebels fled and when poHee 
cumc to investigate, the squat- 
ters refused to cooperate. The 
brigade is a breakaway facticn 
of the Communist Party of the 
Philippines, which celebrated 
its 25th anniversary Sumtiv 

Dietrich’s grave 
desecrated 
in Berlin 

BERLIN lAP) — Vandals de- 
secrated the Berlin grave of 
movie Ntar Marlene Dietneb 
with feces and painted the 
words “slut in fur” in Gennan 
on the headstone, police H.*iid 
Sunday. Dietrich died on May 
6. 199^ in Paris at age 90 and 
was buned at Berlin's Fridenau 
Cemetery at het widi. Monday 
is her birthday. Hie movie 
star turned her hock on Naa 
Germany in the 19.VK a«i 
came a U.S. citizen in I9.V). 
She sang for American troops 
as they ftnight her countrymen. 
Manv Gcrmsins branded her a 
traitor. Dietndt was booed 
and applauded — during a' 
100(1 ci>ncert tour and vowed 
never to reiurri to Oermany. 
Later she said ihc wanted to ^ 
buried nest to bet nwthet. 

Bardot protests 
hotel’s dolphin 
aquarium 

P.AR1S (AP) — Brigitte Bar- 
dot is upset that a hotel m 
French Polynesia to fill 
an aquarium with dolphins, but 
the government says it canS do 
anvihing about it. Tbe former 
sex kitten, who now runs a 
foundation in her name to it- 
fend.futiinal rights, 
wus “firmly opposed” to‘|daA " 
to put URjto a dozen dolphin^ 
in an jquanum at the Beach- 
comber Hotel in Mdoret. 
Tahiti. Her foundation said 
.Mrs Bardot asked Environ- 
ment Minister Michel Bamier 
to “urgently prohihil the ciq)- 
(ure of these dolphins as wra 
as the scandalous, opening of 
the dolphinarium." She urged 
“seeing dplf^ns and whiUes 
that swim freely in the rich 
waters of Polynesia.” a fmmd- 
ation communique said. Mr. 
Barnier responds that he “re- 
grets tbe capture of wild ani- 
mals.. .especially of species 
that arc increasingly en- 
dangered." But mainland 
French taws on animal protec- 
tion do not a|q)ly to overseas 
territories, he saM in a com- 
munique. The minister prom- 
ised to ask officials in tbe 
territories to adopt those reg- 
ulations. 

Support mounts 
for actress over 
Mandela kiss 

NEW DELHI (AFP) — Indian 
movie stars and women's 
groups are rallying around a 
top activist-actress after Ida- 
mic hardliners denounced her 
for giving South African leader 
Nelson Mandela a kiss in pub- 
lic. Suppon for Shabana Azmi, 
a Muslim, has mounted after a 
leader of India's Muslim com- 
muni^ accused her of ”un- 
Isiamic behaviour” for kissing 
Mr. Mandela on the cheek 
during an awards ceremonv in 
Cape Town on Dec. 1. "Tlie 
action, is against Islamic Law 
wherein no female is allowed 
to even interact openly with u 
male.” said Akbar Ahmad, 
who demanded a public apolo- 
gy from the actress and warned 
of a possible boycott of her 
mt^es. Rim stars and women 
activists immetliitiely rose to 
her defence, calling the spon- 
taneous kiss an innocent peck 
on the cheek, for someone for 
whom Shahana has great 
admiration. “Shabana is (be 
free spirit of a free country." 
said Dev Anand, one of India’s 
fop movie stars. “There was no 
fireling of lust. It Was ju« 
admiration for a man." l^cnat 
Aman, ^ is also a Muslim 

queen of the 
Hindi film world, added* “We 
should be proud that someone 
from our country was call^ 
upon to honour Nelson Man- 
ila. Shabana, who lives in 
Bombay, was not available for 
comment. But her husband 
wnter Jai^ Akhiar, told AFP’ 
by telephone: “The whole 
thing IS so ndiculQus that it 
doesnt deserve comment"- 
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M^ch y eback irflmnhpli scores hat-trick in 4-0 Arsenal win 
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R0M£ Ol) — bijured AC 
Netheriands striker 
, MeivoVan Basted bas said be 
hopes to Tetiim to action next 
March hut warned be would 
not take part in the World Qtp 
iiiijess be had proved bis fitness 
at dub level. 

**I most t^ to gradually re- 
tnm to plajdng, little by little, 
in March at le^,** Van Hasten 
was quoted as saying in the 
Garaetta Dello Sport Monday. 

cant concentrate on the 
World Cop without tuving 
fdayed for Milan. You need to 
have a proper test tobe tailed 
iq> for the national team you 
laed to be firing on all Qrlin- 
ders for your, cmb,'’ be said. 

The tinee-tiraes European 
fipotballer of the Year played 
jDtt three matches in 1993, 
nwking a short-lived comebadc 
from an ankle operation before 
teqmring fresh surgery. 

Doctors have ordered him to« 
jest unti] toe end of February 
but toere is a fear be may need 
yet anotoer operation on his 
damaged ankle uid the p^yer 
bas amitled he is battling to 
save fab career. 

Ifis absence from the Worid 
Cup in toe United States in* 
June would bacfly hamper a 
Dstdi squad aJie^y fait by the 
decision of Johan Ouyff not to 
coach the side during the 
tonmameot. 

Barcelona eoaCh Cruyff 
could not agree personal terms 
wito toe Do^ Soccer Assoda- 
tion. 

**It's a real shame for soccer 
because pe<^ enjoy watdiing 
.toe SOTt of game Cn^ plays,**. 
Van Basten said. 

But Van Basten also praised 





Marco Van Basten 

Dick Advocate, who will lead 
the Netoeiiands in the finals, 
and was optimistic about hb 
country*s chances. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Morocco ask Hidalgo for help 

RABAT (AF]^ — Former French National manager Michel 
Ifidalgo has been asked to help Morocco's World Cup 
campaipi. Hidalgo guided France to toe 19S4 European 
Championship and toe 1982 World Cup semifinals before 
going to manage Olympique Ma^Ue when Bernard Tapie 
boiMit the dub. He set up as a consultant three years ago. 
Abdellah Blhida, udio steered Morocco through the African 
qualifying competition, would stay on as coadi iu ^arge of 
team selection. Hidalgo wonld advise on toe opposition and 
ta cti cs. He has yet to make up hb mind. Morocco are in toe 
same preliminary round ground as Belgium, Holland and 
Sancfi Arabia. They jriay Belgium and Holland in Orlando and 
toe Saudb in New York.* 

Ssi^rancili plans fo'visItSarajovo - 

ROME (R) — Intemati^ifial Olympic Committee (tOC) 
Resident Juan. Antonio Samaranch has confirmed be pl^ to 
viat toe shattered Olympic Gfy of Sarajevo next year. 
Samaranch told the Ga^tta Dello Sport daily he intendkl to 
writ toe Bosnian cafntal, rite of toe 1984 Winter Olymprics, 
after toe games in lillehammer next February. *‘After 
Tiliehaimner 1 will go to Sarajevo in person: 1 want to reunite 
toe members of the organising ocNumittee (from 1984). A tiiird 
Serbs, a third Ooats and a tUrd Muslims,*' be was quoted as 
saying Mo nday. 

Mabbutt’s career In jeopardy 

LONDON (AFP) — The career of former England defender 
Gary Mhbbutt b in danger following the horrific facial injuries 
be suSered in a diallenge by Wimbledon striker John Fashaira 
last mon^ Ibe Tottenham cap>tani« who bas returned to light 
traiinng, must undergo two more (^>eratioiis to have any 
dtance of "taking a comeback. He needs to have tiie steel 
plate leoioved that has inserted over his injured right eye 

and fhrtoer comective surgery is required on hb eye socket. 

' ''That plate has to come out for Gary to have any chance of 
playing aga™/* %>uts manner Osrie Atdiles told Monday's 
-Daily hfirror newspaper. . 
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47 PsM Pass Pass 
Opening IcsA' Ace of 0 
la .s peibet irorid toe guiltr 
would be p uwMiBriMn i t he wiTMiffMi t 
admind. Unfiatanately, tost ii toe 
east ndtow in Sib aor at the bridge 
tefale. 

Beito oveieall of two dUTwoHifa 
vwdd be made by every player we 
•BOW, yet aO it weceeded in dnng 
^ making dedaxex^ Bib eaeier. 

Note Jteth!i to bid four 




partner. Tfaese 'had to be play for 
pme no matta how weak Souths 


free bid at the taro-leveL 

In le^mnee to partner’s overeall. 
West led toe ace dianM»ds and 
declarer now h^ a relauvdy 
smooth pfliengp Bait won 
trump switch with the aoe and cato 
•d with a trump. DecLuec won, 
cashed the al diamonds for a 
ffin'b iSscazd aS the ace and long of 
qmdes and zufiied a spade. When 
that could not be eetebKahed, 
dedarer led a club to toe king. East 
was forced to win with toe ace and 
had to ecdve deebuer’t problem by 
returning a clu b or yielmng a luff- 
shiff. 

RMftiwg to 8 club at trick two 
wonld allow dedarer to make toe 
in a diffezent way* After 

iKdng cnit the ace of tEuape, draw- 
ing trumps teatang the epad^ 
declarer — the kins ^ dm- 
monds end then runs aD hie txoii^ie. 

guard against dummy’s ian of 
qiadeB, West must keep a 4tade 
iHgO a chilK 00 declam knows the 
jack of wiO drop under toe 
queen. 

If Beat does not antce the auetaon. 

West mitot leed a dub. Now East 
winthe ace and return a nonde- 
script to Weat’a ace for the 

leadofanothar dub. Declarer miwt 
guese toe imzneiSately to 

land the eon&net 




‘*Tfae Netoerlands have a 
strong squad, a good set-up. 
We must be among the five or 
.six favourites.** 

Aamodt, 
Mader 
rejoin 
battle in 
downhill 

MILAN (R) — ■ All-rounders 
Kjetii-Andre Aamodt and 
Guenther Mader renew their 
battle for top spot in the World 
Cup as the men's Alpine skiers 
return to action after a short 
Christmas break with* a dow- 
nhill in Bormio, Italy, Wednes- 
day. 

Norway's Aamodt'cuitently 
tops the overall standings with 
479 points while Austria's 
Mader is 30 points back in 
third place. Italian Alberto 
Tomba separates them but 
does not race the downhill. 

The skiers are sure to have 
mixed feelings about the first 
race during the Chrbtmas holi- 
day period for almost a de- 
cade: Aamodt and his compat- 
riots having just a couple of 
days at home in Norway after 
last Wednesday's super-G in 
Lech, Austria. 

North American speedmen 
such as A.J. Kin of the United 
States fared worse they s;wnt 
the festive season in Europe as 
time did not pennit them to 
cross toe Atlantic. 

Hie International Ski Fed- 
eration (FIS) insisted on hold- 
ing a race this week as they felt 
it would help improve the' pro- 
file of the sport: Bormio in the 
northern region of Lombardy 
stepped in when Laax, Switzer- 
land, had problems finding 
accommodation for the World 
Cup circuit during the peak 
seawn. 

It is the first timh the 
racers have returned to Bormio 
-since the 1985 World Cham- 
^ pionships — attempts to stage 
, other races being hit by a lack 
of snow. 

That will not be a problem 
this year as the Italian Alps 
had a white Christmas and the 
downhillers will face a steep 
and very demanding course in 
what looks likely to be another 
unpredictable contest. 

'nie - two previous dow- 
nhills of the season were staged 
in toe Italian resort of Val 
Gardena earlier this month. 

' Markus Foser of LiKhteiH 
stein created a sensation by 
winning the first from start 
number 66 while Olympic dow- 
nhill champion Patrick Ortlieb 
of Austria restored order by 
claiming the second. 

Oniieb would be among the 
favourites here but has-been 
suffering from a heavy bout of 
influenza, spending Christmas 
wnqiped up in bed. 


LONDON (Agencies) — 
Kevin Campbell scored a hat- 
trick to shatter Swindon's 
hopes of climbing from the 
bottom of the English Premier 
League for the first time this 
season as Arsenal cruised to an 
easy 4-0 away win Monday. 

Endand striker Ian Wri^t 
scored Arsenal's fourth goal in 
the final minute with a superb 
35-metre chip shot over goal- 
keeper Fraser Di^y. 

Wright, who had been 
booked earlier for a retaliatory 
foul on Swindon substitute 
Nicky Summerbee, had a nrie 
in all Campbell's goals. 

Swindon were outplayed 
from start to finito as Arsenal 
cut through their defence time 
after time. 

Campbell, ch<»en ahead of 
England’s ^ul Mersmi, had 
already missed two chances be- 
fore he converted Wrist's 
pass from four metres in the 
19th minute after the England 
striker latdied on to Ray Par- 
lour's pass and tricked his way 
into the area. 

Seven minutes later Wri^t 
di^x>5scssed Paul Bodin on the 
halfway line and sent Campbell 
racing clear to score the second 
with a crisp finish. 

Arsenal might have at least 
doubled their advantage be- 
fore the interval but for a string 


of controversial o^de deci- 
sions that had manager George 
Graham leaping from the 
bench in frustration. 

Swindon, though, never 
showed the quality to threaten 
a comeback in the second half 
and Parlour and Eddie McGol- 
drick both went close before 
■Wright started the move whi^ 
finished wito Campbell com- 
pleting -his second hat-trick oi 
the season with a tap-m from 
Parlour's 68th minute right- 
wing cross. 

Wright, wito just secemds 
left, tried his luck and 
squeezed the ball in under the 
crossbar to leave Digby grop- 
ing toin air. 

The win lifted Arsenal to^ 
fourth place in the cable but' 
still 16 points behind runaway 
leaders Manchester United, 
who drew 1-1 at home to 
Blackburn Rovers Sunday. 

Southampton eased their 
English premiership relegation 
worries and added to OtelsM's - 
with a 3-1 home win over the 
London club Monday. 

Second-half goals from 
Northern Ireland rnternational 
Iain Dowie and Frankie Ben- 
nett saw the clubs swap places 
and Chelsea drop to one off 
the bottom after Mark Stein 
had cancelled out Tommy 
Widdrington's opener for 
Saints. 


Russian players renew 
call for sacking^trainer 


MOSCOW (R) — Leading 
Russian (rfay^ whme team 
have reached next year’s 
Worid Cup finals in the United 
States have renewed toerr call 
for narional trainer Pavel 
Sadyrin to be sacked. 

"If Sadyrin is not removed, 
the Russan national team will 
be unaUe to p r e p a re for toe 
championships properly,** 
Russia's captain Ig^ ^faalhnov 
t(rid a news conference ^tur- 
day. 

- Shahmoy, who ;^ys for Ita- 
lian le^e Internazionale, said 
Sadyrin's training methods 
were from "the stone age** and 
the traini^ conditions for toe 
national si& were lamentable. 

The revolt estploded earlier 
this month when 14 players . 
who inchided most of a iBige 
foreign-based emtingent. cal- 
led for Sadyrin to be disriiissed 
foDowing a 1-0 World Cop 
qualifying match defeat in 


Seven of the fidayers were at 
the news conference, indoding 
five who flew to Moscow from 
abroad espedaUy to attend. 

Shalimov said Sadyrin must 
be replaced by former Soviet 
national coach Anatoly 
Bv^ovets, who was sacked in 
1992 after his side flopped at 
toe Eun^man Cbampronsbips 
is Sweden. 

**We do not refuse to play 


for toe Russian national squad. 
We refuse to play in the 
headed by ^vel Sadyrin,*' 
Shalimov said. “Only with 
Byshovels the Russian 
hu a chance.** 

Sadyrin and his supporter, 
Vyacheslav Eoloskov, head of 
Rnsda's Soccer Federation, 
did not attend toe news confer^ 
eace. 

But Alexander Iblcmanov, 
representn^ the federation, 
said Sadyrin would stay and 
indicated toe rebel players 
conkt be dropped from the 
team. 

Shamil Tarpisciiev, Presi- 
dent Borb Yehsin’s aihriser on 
sport, indicated he backed the 
rebel {layers. 

‘‘We-must think first of all 
about Russia, our soccer 
and their favourite players,** 
be said. 

Other leading plagfeis who 
signed toe letter wree Benfica- 
smker Sergei Yurao, Man- 
chester United midfielder 
Andrei Kanchelsidn and Kari- 
snibe striker Seiger Khyakov. 

Bysbovets bas stayed out of 
the row. Recent press reports 
sayt be has been apfHoariied 
by Seoul to traiD wrald Cap 
finalists South Kovea. 

Russia have been drawn 
with Brazil, Cameroon and 
Sweden in Group B to 
first stage of the 1994 finals. 


Baggio dedicated European 
award to Buddhist master 


ROME (R) — Ncwly-crown«I 
European Footballer of the 
Year Roberto Baggio has dedi- 
cated his award to the leader of 
a Japanese lay Buddhist orga- 
nisation. 

"I dedicate it to Daisaku 
nceda, my master, the presi- 
dent of Soka Gakkai. the 
BndtUiist school whidi I fol- 
low,'* Baggio said in an mter- 
view in Monday's Gazetta De- 
llo Sport. 

Baggio, of Juventus and Ita- 
ly, was awarded the prestigious 
European title Sun^y to add 
to th e wo rid title be received 
from FIFA last week. 

He was an easy winner in the 
annual poll of European sports 
journatos conducted the 
weekly France Football. 

*1116 pony-tailed Baggio con- 
verted to Buddhist fi^ years 
ago. He said he met Ikeda in 
Japanlast summer, describing 
the meeting as "very impor- 
tant." 

Soka Gakkai, the lay affili- 


ate of a Buddhist community 
set up in the I3th century, 
backs Japan’s Komeito ft>litic- 
al Party.' 

Ikeda has beaded Soka Gak- 
kai rince 1960. Since then it bas 
established schools, colleges 
and one of Japan's lari^st art 
collections. 

Baggio has reached toe top 
despite rupturing cruciate la- 
ments in bis knee in 1985 when 
playing for third division 
Vicenza, an injury which 
threatened to put a premature 
end to his career. 

The Juventus attacker said 
he has to perform special exer- 
cises to' fmvent further injury 
problems. 

"Few eight years I’ve had to 
work with weights several 
times per week, two hours per 
sessfn, to maintain the muscle 
tone at its maximum. The knee 
doesn't give me problems but 
the tendon does — If f lose a 
bit of tone there is a high risk 
of injury," Baggio said. 


Beijing leads Olympic hopefuls 

LAUSANNE, Switzerland (AFP) — Beijing beads a list of 
around 15 cities from 11 coantries interested in staging the 
2004 Olympic Games, it was revealed here Friday. Beijing lost 
out to Sydney for toe 2000 showpiece but an Intenutional 
Olympic Commitree (IOC) weekW revue revealed the dQr 
looked set to try again. No official bids have yet been received. 
The IOC deadline is March 1. 1996^ wito toe choice made in 
1997. Other iatere^ed dties, according to the publication, 
indude Istanbul, Cairo, Sevnlla, Buenos Aires and Stodtoolm. 
A joint bid could also be put in by South Africa's C^pe Toum. 
Johannesburg and Durban. 


Glen Hoddie's side, watdied 
Monday their most famous 
fan in Pnme Minister John 
Major, have now taken just 
two points from their last 33 
and are without an away win in 
22 matches, equalling their re- 
cord of 40 years ago. 

The Saints took the lead fai 
the 29th minute when Wid- 
drington stdibed home a free 
kick from six yards for his first 
goal for toe dub. 

Houmr, on the strike of 
half lijme Chelsea equalised 
when a blunder by Francis 
Benali allowed Stein to race 
through and lob over Dave 
Beasant for his first goal in 
eight matches since his 1.5 
million-pound move from 
Stoke. 

Chelsea failed to capitalise 
and Southampton regained the 
lead in the 66cb minute when 
Paul Allen raced to the by-line 
and pulled the ball back for 
Dowie to slot home from dose 
range and end a ] 7-game 
drought. 

Two minutes from time 
Southampton made sure of the 
points as Dowie nodd«l on for 
substitute Bennett to race clear 
and smash home a rising shot 
from 10 yards to register 
Southampton's first win in six 
games. 

Aston Villa's home game 
with Manchester City was post- 


poned because of a frozen 
pitch. A similar complaint 
forced three Scottish premier 
games to be called off at U1- 
marnock, Motherwell and 
Raith. 

On Sunday, Manchester Un- 
ited midfielder Paul Ince fir^ 
an 8Sth minute equaliser as toe. 
English Premier League cham- 
pions and leaders escaped with 
a 1-1 draw against Blackburn 
at Old Traftod Sunday. 

United were in jeopardy of 
only their second defrat in 22 
le^ue games this season — 
and their first at home in all 
competitions for 14 months — 
when England international 
Ince came to the rescue. 

Ince's goal cancelled out a 
15tb minute strike by forward 
Kevin Galladber, and put Un- 
ited 13 points ahead of second- 
placed Leeds. Third-placed 
Blackburn are 14 points off the 
pace with a ^me in hand. 

The Christmas holiday 
lea^e programme had opened 
earlier in the day with Liver- 
pool goalkeeper Bruce Grob- 
belaar produemg a brilliant dis- 
play to enable his side to sal- 
vage a 0-0 draw at Sheffield 
United. 

Midfielder John Williams 
made the first goal and scored 
the second as Coventry beat 
Wimbledon 2-1 away in toe 


other Premier Le^ue fixnire. 

United's equaliser came dur- 
ing a tense climax in which the 
title holders gambled by send- 
ing everyone, including their 
Denmark keeper Peter* 
Scfameichel, forwiud for a Lee 
Slterpe corner. 

Schmeiitoe) failed to make', 
contact, S<»' Gary Pallister, 
headed goolwards and Brian i 
McOair forced a reflex save 
frx>m Hm Flowers, only for. 
.Ince to hook home toe re- 
bound inside the goalbox. 

Midfieldut David Batty was 
the architect of the Blackburn', 
goal that stunned the Old Traf-. 
ford fans, wriggling past a dial- ' 
len^ from Mark Hughes to 
find Gallacher, who was racing 
down the right. 

Gallachcr took the ball 
through the legs of Pallister 
and then beat skipper Steve. 
Bruce as he ran into the box. . 
Schmeicbcl raced off his line ! 
but Gallacher coolly dipped', 
the ball over his diving b^y' 
and into the net. 

United were well below their. ■ 
best and, although they step- 
ped up the pace after halftime.-. 
Flowers did not have to make- 
his first real save of the game., 
until the 78ih minute when he 
dived to toudi away a 25-metrc^ 
shot by Wales forward Rya^**: 
Giggs. 


Gales sink one yacht, force 14 
to retire in Sydney-to-Hobart race 


SYDNEY (R) — Gale force 
winds and mountainous seas 
Monday took their toll on toe 
Sydney-to-Hobazt race, sink- 
ing one yacht and forcing 14 
others to retire with torn sail* 
and broken gear. 

The Anstnlian entry Qi^ 
became the fiiA yacht to sink 
in the 49 year history of the 
race after toe hit a submerged 
object which, ripped off her 
ked and left a gai»ng bole. 

The seven crew membeis 
bad less than five minutes to 
send oat a radio distiess call 
and take to their tiferaft before 
the 10.8 metre (35 feet) yacht 
filled with water and tuined 
turtle off the New South Wales 
south coast. 

"iTbere was a big bang and 
about five minutes later we, 
found her filling up. so we' 
went into toe abandon ship 
mode." said skipper Craig 
Escon, 33. 

"We sent out a' disfress call 
and as we jumped into the 
inflated Kferaft sent off 
Escott said via a radio- 
telephone from the official 
race vessel Young Endeavour. 


Four yachts which sighted 
the flared motored toward the 
Qwyd and toe crew ere picked 
up from their liferaft abMt 60 
miles eas tof Bateman's Bay by 
another racing yacht, Nynja 
Cjo, and later transferred to 
Young Endeavour. 

The Clwyd was making her 
maiden Sydney-to-Hobart 
Race. 

Race leader Brindabella. in 
her first real test of rough 
ocean racing, was still on target 
to break the 18-year race re- 
cord as she entered base strait 
late Monday. 

However, race weather fore- 
casters said she was heading 
straight into 30 to 40 knot 


headwinds whtto were whiiv 
ping up four to five metre (12 
to 15 fen) waves. 

“She is obviously doing well 
to be 50 far ahead," said a race 
official. "She is cnrrentfy on 
target but wito the conditions 
we do not expect the record to 
break." 

A race sponsor is offering 
Australian dollars 100,000 
(360,000) to the yadit breaking 
toe record of two days 14 hours 
36 minutes and 56 seconds set 


by American Maxi Ketch , 
Kialoa in 1975. 

Among the 14 forced to re- ' , 
tire Monday were the second , 
{riaced .American sloop Cas-' 
siopeia, because of tom sails, 
and third placed pocket maxi 
Amazon due to broken gear. A > 
total of 16 yachts out of the , ' 
starting fleet of 100 have now , 
retired since toe race be^n ' 
Sunday. 

Currently in second place is* 
AustrsUian maxi Ragamuffin, a- 
three time line honours winner ' 
of the 630*nautical mile race.' • 
about 37. miles behind Brin- 
dabella. 

Third is pocket maxi Ham- • 
mer of Queensland, fourtiv- 
.wild thing and ffith Harte- 
Mineral waters. 

The Bureau of Meteorology^ • 
, in Hobart has issued a gale 
warning for waters of Tasma- ' 
nia’s east coast for the next two 
days, wito winds expected to ' 
blow into the face or toe fleet' 
from the south and south-west. . 

The centre of toe depression 
system causing toe bad weath- - 
er is located in Bass Strait,' 
directly in the fleet's path. 


Anand held to draw in rebel chess 


GRONINGEN, Netherlands 
(R) — Indian grandmaster 
Vishwanatbao Anand was un- 
expectedly held to a draw by 
Latvia's Alexey Shirov Sunday 
in the 230,000 Professional 
Cbess AssodatioD (PCA) qual- 
ifying tournament. 

"He sonmsed me with his 
choice of opening, a Piic de- 
fence," said the 24-year-old 
Indian, who retained tte over- 
all lead by a slender balf-poim 
margin after seven rounds. 

Anand. playing with the 
Mute pieces, offer^ toe draw 
after only 16 moves and 90 
minutes* play and Shirov, 
ranked siiftb in the world, 
three places below him, 
accepted immediately. 

"It was just one of those 
days,” Anuid said. "Still, I 
bad just won three games in a 
row and I knew it couldn't go 
on for ever.*' 

He reacted stron^y to a 
suggetoon chat be bad been 
locfcy in some of his games," 
Deep blue,*' the world's 
strongest ditespla34ng compu- 
ter, bas indicated that be 
should have lost bis tocto round 
game to Joel Benjamin of the 
United States. 

But Anand said: "I analysed 
toe move Deep blue suggested 
but it js not true that it is a 
forced win for Benjamin. I 
don’t believe it.*' 

Exp^ in Groningen said 
the positioD under di^te was 
too complex to know whether 
man or machine was correct. 

Anand, the world's tetesc 
grandmaster, bas scored five 
and a half points from bis 
seven games in the PCA 
toornamem, the first stage In 
finding a challenger for toe 
world's top-ranked player. 


Russia's Ga^ Kasparov. 

Half-a-poini behind are 20- 
year-old Russian Sergei 
Tiviakov, who played an excit- 
ing draw against Gat Kamsky 
of the United States, and 
American Boris Gulko, 46, 
who outlasted Uknunian Alek- 
saadar Belyavatoy in a six- 
hour mara^R. 

Eight players, including 


Kamsky and England's 
Michael Adams, are tied for 
fourth place a frill point behind 
Anand and, with four rounds 
stfll to play, could yet chal- 
lenge for first place. 

luparov is no longer the 
official world champion. He! 
formed toe PCA after being 
the auspices of the World 
Chess Foundation. 


Al Dalai Establishment 

Offers tne i^est ana widest assortment of perfumes 

and embroidery. 

•There is no need to look for the best and most 
' competitive prices in Jordan. 

Our address: Al Dalai Establishment, 
Forte Grand Hotel 


5BM1-V1UA FOR RENT 
IN NORTH-WEST AMMAN 

Furnished, consists of: 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms. 2 glassed 
verandas, with tel. tine, centrally heated. Location; Jordan 
Univ. Housing area. Villa section. 

For more Information call: Sawsan, 

Tei. 642021 from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
and ToL 66SS95 from 4:00 pjn. to 7:00 p.m. 

HAPPY 
NEW YEAR 


Your birthstone. 

Amra- Hotel - Amman. 


T 

IN.: o/f*ai 

CONCORD 

O . 

CONCORD 

Ik A 


P r' 

Shoes: 12:30. 3:30, 6:15, 8:30 

A * 

CONCORD V 

A ' 

BEAUTY AND THE BEAST 

Y 

ShowK 12G0, 3s00, 4:45. 6:30 

* . • •• 

Hi America Play. 8:30 



Qnwna 


Tel.: 634144 


Ahmad Zaki and Mahmoud Hamideh 
in 

ALBASHA 

(ARABIC) 

SbowK 12J0. 3:15. 5:00. 6:30. 8d0. 10:30 

daily at 11:00 a.m. 

HOME ALONE "2 


Demy Moore ... in 

THE BUTCHER’S mPE 

Show*: ItS), 3:». fcl5. K:». HV.30 

Speda) show for chfldren on 
Thu.. Fri.. SaL. Sun. at 11:00 a.m. 

NINJA DRAGONS 


Id.: 675571 

NM Al MfaHUai lliaaM 


presents a play entitled: 

ALUmNuron 

A popular politiCEd comedy 
Actors; Abeer Issa, Daoud Jalaje), Has- 
san Al Sheer, Fuad Shomali . 
in addition to other comedians 

Every nigM at 6:15 . 
Ticketo are sold all .day 


Nab« % HIshafffs «2Siss 

THRATRR 


The political comedy 

WEUOME ARAB SUMMIT 

Daily 8:30 pjn. 

The theatre closes Saturday 
and Sunday 
KngINi ayaopsis available 
The ’nwatre wU be dosed from Dec. 24, 
1993 aun ftirtom- notice. 
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U.N. gives priority to Gulf crisis 
claims related to death, injuries 

Upto $5m to be paid in April; other claims in July 


By a JwiiaD Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A U.N. com- 
pensation fund is expected to 
review more than 1,000 
claims related to (teath and 
injuiy resulting from the Au- 
gust 1990 Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait, and plans to disburse 
between S3 million and S3 
million in April. The bulk of 
daims related to fatalities 
and injuries are from Kuwait 
and Jordan, according to 
U.N. offidals. 

By July, the special U.N. 
compensation commission 
expects to begin settling 
daims worth between $100 
million and S200 million in 
daims related to personal los- 
ses by displacement and in 
property. 

JoitUmans have filed more 
chan 60,000 daiins with the 
Geneva-based commission ; 
several hundreds of them are 
diie^y related to death and 
mjuries. 

The Jordanian daims total 
more than $3 billion. The 
daims are categorised as A, 
B and C for individuals who 
were forced to flee from 
Kuwait, or Iraq as a result of 
the invasion, for those who 
su^red death or serious in- 
jury, and for individual losses 
of property upto $100,000. 
Most of the Jordanian daims 
fall under category A. 

A three-member commis- 
sion, set up under U.N. 
Security Coundl Resolution 
692 of 1991, has begun- re- 
viewing die daims it has re- 
ceived, said Carlos Alza- 
mora, executive secretary of 
die panel. 

The findings and recom- 


mendations of die panel will 
be submitted to a gaming 
coundl of the commission in 
120 days, said a statement 
made available to the Jordan 
'Hmes the Amman-based 
Economic and Sodal Com- 
mission for Western Asia 
(ESeWA), a U.N. agency. • 

“This would- -make the 
compensation operation an 
irreversible reiality and reaf- 
firm the faith of millons of 
claimants all over the world 
in the attainment of interna- 
tional justice within the 
framework of U.N.- 
established organs/* the 
statement said. 

It said category B- of the 
daims was being ^ven prior- 
ity in the commission's re- 
view. This relates to the 
“most sensitive humanitarian 
cases — deaths arid serious 
'injuries." 

Individual daims are enti- 
tled to receive $2,500 each 
.while families will receive a * 
maximum of $10,000 under 
this group. 

“The majority of daiins 
are from Kuwait and Jor- 
dan,” the '.U.N. ‘statement 
said, adding that category A 
also includes daims from Aih 
' stralia, Bahrain, China, 
Cz^h Republic, France, 
Iran, J^ian, Kenya, Maui> 
dus. New Zealand, Paldscan, 
Poland, Sri Lanka, Thailand, 
the United Kingdom, the 
U.S. and the former Yugosiar . 
via. 

The commission anil start 
work on reviewing dams in 
the A and C categories in 
February, with recommenda- 
tions due in June and settle- 
ments expected in July cover- 
ing up to 50,000 claimants. 

The commission has re- 


ceived $29 million in both 
voluntary contributions and 
transfers made n> its account 
from frozen Iraqi assets. 
.Western diplomats said 
another U.N. account had 
acrued more than $300 mil- 
lion after several countries, 
Saudi Arabia and the U.S. 
among them, transferred out- 
standing payments to Iraq to 
tiiat account in line with a 
separate Security Coundl re- 
solution. 

- However, many govern- 
ments, which face claims 
from local commercial en- 
tities of losses as a result of 
the invasion, have not trans- 
ferred tire (Ml accounts to the 
U.N.. 

Part of the funds already 
moved to the U.N. is ex- 
pected to be sent to fee com- 
pensation fund for indi- 
viduals in time for the com- 
■imssioa to make s^tlements, 
diplomats, said. .The rest 
could be hdd back to handle 
U.N, costs related to im- 
plementing the Gulf war 
ceasefire terms. 

To^. daiins for.oompensa- 
tun through the.oomnUsdon, 
whidi does not handle gov- 
eniipent claims or daims 
from companies whidi may 
have lost contracts or incur- 
rdl odier losses as a result of 
tte invasion, are expected to 
tun into nearly $10 billion. 

As and when the Seewity 
Coundl lifts the international 
sanctions against Iraq and 
allows the country to export 
oil, Baghdad is su|^x>sed to 
remit 30 per cent of all oil 
revenues to the U.N. to settle 
not only the individual daiins 
but compensation for govern- 
ments and commercial en- 
tities — a [Hocess that could 


stretch into tens of years. 

Kuwait alone is expect^ 
to file for S170 billion in 
damages; an amount that 
could represent the total oil 
earnings of Iraq for the next 
15 or 20 years. 

No estimates are available 
on the possible total of daims 
'feat governments and com- 
meroal firms are expected to 
file. 

“In all probability, Iraq 
could remain crippled under 
the burden of claims for 
several decades if Baghdad 
were to honour its obligations 
under the U.N. resolutions," 
commented an ^ab diplo- 
mat. 

• If Iraq drops its objections 
and accepts a one-time Iraqi 
sale of oil worth $1.6 billion 
to raise funds for food and 
medidne for Iraqis then 30 
per cent of that proceed 
would also have been allo- 
cated to the compensation 
fund in addition to another 10 
to 15 per cent for U.N. costs 
related to imptementing the 
Gulf war ceasefire terms. 

Mohammad Benouna of 
Morocco, a profesor of law, 
member of the International 
Law Commission and presi- 
dent of the Institute du 
Monde Arabe in Paris, heads 
fee review panel related to 
category B daims. Other 
members are Denis 
Bindscbedler-Robert of 
Switzeriand, a professor of 
international law and presi- 
dent of fee Institute des 
Ditnts de I'Hoinme at Stras- 
bourg, and Fan Ching of Chi- 
na, a renowned diplomat and 
eTqrert in international huma- 
nitarian affairs and com- 
pensation procedures. 


Cairo attack wounds 
16 Austrians, Egyptians 


CAIRO (Agendes) — Mili- 
tants, reneumig thdr campa^ 
against Western tourists in 
Egypt, threw bombs at a tour 
bus Monday and wounded 16 
people, half of them visitors 
from Austria. 

The eight others wounded 
were Egyptian bystanders, 
who increasingly have been 
cau^t up in the violence. 

Wtnesses said two men in 
their late teens threw two 
bombs at about 8:30 a.m. 
(0630GMT) as the bus was 
be^d for the Coptic Hanpng 
Church, a popular tourist site. 
The men opened fire wife pis< 
tols while running away, shout- 
ing to peofrfe to “keep away." 

Two of fee Austrian victims 
were wounded seriously, said 
Dr. Ahmad Musa, a physidan 
at Kasr Al ‘Aini hospital. The 
E^ptian victims were hit by 
shrapnel from one ^ 'nb that 
bounced off tbf .. and ex- 
ploded in front * ; a coffee 
shop. 

“We heard a terrible noise, a 
terrible crash," Ernst 
Nowotne, a passenger from 
Vienna, said at Kasr Al 'Aini 
hospital. “I saw something 
coming through the window. 
At first I thought it was a 
stone, but it was no stone — it 
was a bomb." 

Mr. Nowotne said he was 
having trouble wife his hearing 
from the blast. His wife, 
Maria, was injured in the foot. 

The attack took place in the 
old Cairo area, across from an 
ancient mosque and not far 
from the Hanging Churdi. so 
named becaue its nave is sus- 
pended over an andent for- 
tress gatehouse. 

Monday’s inddent was the 
first commando-style attack on 
foreigners in the Egyptian 
capitd, where fee authorities 
have step^ up security for 
fee Christmas and new year 
holiday season. 

The militant campaign has. 


driven away foreign holi- 
daymakers, costing Egypt 
almost $13 bfilion in lost re- 
venue this year, according to 
Tourism l^nister Mamdouh 
Ai Baltagm (see page 2). 

Witnesses said three yowg 
men lay in wait for the bus in a 
roadside cafe near the Amr 
Ben Al As Mosque. 

saw three men sitting in 
fee cafe. A boy stood up hold- 
ing something round in his 
hand which looked like a stone 
and threw it at the bus," a man 
in his twenties told Reuters. 

“People in fee cafe stood up 
to see udiat was happening. 
Suddenly one of fee three, he 
had a revolver in his hand, told 
everybody ‘don’t move’ and 
start^ shooting at fee bus. 

“Then fee three ran away 
and people ran after them. But 
they couldn’t catch them be- 
cause tiiey turned round and 
started sbooting-again." 

^ice dosed all roads into 
the area, a maze narrow 
alleys and overcrowded tene- 
ments, and were hunting for 
the attackers. ^ 

Militants have wrecked 
Egypt's tourist industry over 
the last 18 months by shooting 
and bombing tour buses and 
Nile river erasers as part of a 
violent campaign to overthrow 
the government (see pi^ 2). 

The government has fought 
back,, hanging 29 militants 
since mid-June — the biggest 
number of executions for poli- 
tical crimes in any year this 
century. 

Attadcs on tourists stopped 
in June but began again in 
September, when gunmen shot 
at two NUe cruisers. 

Attacks on police slowed but 
have recentiy surged again. 
Eighteen policemen have been 
killed in December, the hip- 
est police death toll in any 
month during two years of 
.violence. 


Hardliners haggle 
over power, strategy 


By Jaiiial Hali^ 

The Assodateri Press 

AMMAN — Marxist Palesti- 
nian fadions Monday assailed 
their fundamentalist peers in. a 
hardline alliance opposed to 
the Israel-PLO autonomy 
accord, raising Che pro^)ect of 
a S}fet in the newly formed 
coalition. 

The Popular and Democra- 
tic Fronts for fee liberation of 
PaJestioe accused Hamas of 
seeking to dominate the 
alliance of Palestinian forces, 
established Dec. 16. 

Abdul Rahim Mallouh of 
fee Popular Front, fee second 
largest faction within fee Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) said Hamu.s wa.s insist- 
ing on controlling nearly half 
the SO seats in a leadership 
council of the alliance. 

. Mr. Mallouh said Hamas 
wanted 40 per cent of the seats 
in the councii, arguing this 
woald reflect its strength 
among the ^Jestinians and 
“that they are the most active 
faction in the occupied territor- 
ies against the autonomy 
accord." 

• He described the Hamas de- 
mand as “unjust and unfair" 
for fee nine other, hardline 
factions and independents rep- 
resented in the Syria-based 
alliance. 

Saji Salameh of the Demo- 
cratic Front, also rejecting the 
Hamas demand, accused fee 
fondamentaiisi group of claim- 
ing credit for anti-Israeli 
attacks in the occupied terti- 
fories carried out by his fac- 
tion. 

The De m ocr a tic front, the 
third laige^ group within the 
PLO, alro is upset that Hamas 
is making conciliatory gestures 
to Israel and bolding clandes- 
tine meetings -with senior 
Israeli military officers. 

Hamas, whose leaders have 
sometimes signalled willing- 


ne^ to take part Ifl’^electiofis 
for a Palestinian self-rule au- 
thority under the Sept. 13 
Israel-PLO autonomy deal, re- 
jects the charges. 

Mohammad Nazzal, Hamas' 
representative in Jordan, 
played down the rifi and said 
“it is only natural to have 
different viewpoints within a 
coalition." 

“We have gone a long way 
to bring this coalition to life," 
Mr. Nazzai said. “I hope that 
other groups wil be up to the 
responsibility and not be. hasty 
in judgement." 

He told fee Associated Press 
that the hardliners would hold 
a meeting in Damascus on 
Thursday to thrash out their 
differences. 

Mr. Mallouh and Mr. 
Salameh said, however, that 
their parties would insist in 
Thursday's meeting on elec- 
tions for the leadership council 
rather than the system of 
allocation as proftosed by 
Hamas. 

The Alliance of Palestinian 
Forces is an unlikely grouping 
of factions espousing ideolo- 
gies ranging from Marxism and 
socialism to religious extrem- 
ism. They are held together by 
their common goal of wrecking 
the 2S-month-oId, U.S.- 
backed Middle East peace pro- 
cess. 

In addition to the Popular 
^d Democratic Fronts and 
Hamas, other groups in fee 
alliance are: 

The fundamentalist Islamic 
Jihad; Hizbollah-Palestine; the 
Popular Front for the Litera- 
tion of Palestine-General 
Command and Fateh Uprisine, 
a dissident faction of PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat’s 
mainstream group: as well as 
splinter groups of the pro-Iraq 
Palestine Liberation Front, fee 
Arab liberation Front and fee 
.Fateh-Revolutionary Council. 


Port explosion sparks new U.N.-Aideed row 


MOGADISHU (Agendes) — 
An explosion damaj^ pan of 
fee U.N.-held new port in 
Mogadishu on Monday and 
U.N. of^rs said they sus- 
pected it was in revenge for 
U.S. troops shooting two 
Somali militiamen. 

The blast blew apart a 20- 
metre section of w^l and 15 
roadside stalls and tea shops 
and wrecked feree shipping 
containers used as barricades. 
No casualties were reported. 

The Somalia National 
Alliance (SNA), the ambrelia 
group led by warlord Mcrfiam- 
mad Farah Aideed, blamed fee 
United Nations, saying a U.S. 
ship had fired a missile at fee 
port in a ploy to drag SNA 
forces into a new war. 

A spokesman for fee United 



Nations Operation m Somalia 
(UNOSOM) denied ^tins and 
said Somalis were re^nsibie. 

“It is our information the 
£3q)losion was probably caused 
Ihy dynamite, posribly wife a 
timed device... this was the 
woik of locals/* added fee 
spokesman. Major Tim Mac- 
Davitt. 

UNOSOM officers smd they 
believ^ fee attack was in re- 
venge for U.S. troops shooting 
Somali miUtiamen in a “tech- 
nical" battle wagon — a fnckvp 
track mounted wife a light 
machinegun — near fee port 
Sunday. 

U.N. offidals said soldiers 
fired two shots at the vehide 
and both hit passengers. One 
was presumed dead after he 
fell out of fee truck and his 


body was taken away by Soma- 
Us. The other wounded man 
was driven off in fee pickup. 

The SNA said two divans 
were lolled and two wounded 
by U.S. snipers in fee shooting 
near fee port. A spokesman 
•uiged U.N. and U.$. forces to 
Stop firing on Somalis for no 
reason but also warned armed 
Somalis to . stay a\ray ^m 
U.N. poations. 

A senior aide of General 
Aideed, Zssa Mohammad Siad, 
said fee warlord’s faction was 
still bound by a ceasefire 
signed in March in Addis Aba- 
te. 

Mr. Issa hinted feat Gen. 
Aideed’s enemy and rival fe& 
lional leader Ali Mahdi 
Mohammad could have been 
behind the blast. 


SNA spokesman Abdi 
Abshir Kwiye said weapons 
experts from the group had 
inspeded the site of^ explo- 
sion and it could not have brnn 
caused by any weapons posses- 
sed by the militia. 

The blast was near an area 
where a land mine (tetroyed 
two U.S. Humvee vehicles in 
September, when U.S. forces 
were fighting Gen. Aideed's 
militiamen. 

“This is another act of pro- 
vocation by fee U.S. and UN- 
OSOM forces ajgainst the SNA 
and the Somali people," Mr. 
K^iye said. “An American 
ship fired a missile into de- 
fenceless Somali people, 

“They want to provoke us to 
war." 



A Palestinian woman and her childFco walk past bradi solfeers on patrd in downtown Gaza 


(AFP photo) 


Power struggle hits Gaza after 
Arafat’s old guard appointments 


GAZA CITY, occupied Gaza 
Strip (AP) — A power struggle 
broke into the op)en Monday 
between ^aung leaders of the 
uprising in Gaza and fee Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) old gu^ leadership in 
Tunis after Yasser Arafat 
named traditional figures to 
top fX)StS. 

The resignations came after 
fee PLO chairman appointed 
Zakaria Ai Agha. a 55-year- 
old doctor, as Gaza's Fatah 
.representative and Mansour 
Shawa, 45, as mayor of Gaza, a 
position long held by his late 
father. Both are traditional 
leaders from large influential 
families. 

Tawfik Abu Khusa. 33, and 
Zakaria Talmas. 30, resigned 
Monday after the head of the 
Fateh office in Gaza. Sami 
Abu Samhandanah. 31, 
walked out on Sunday night. 
Jamil Al Deek, a PLO activist 
in the West Bank, also res- 
igned, and Palestinian sources 
said more departures were ex- 
pected. 

Those who resigned com- 
plained Mr. Arafat ignored 
local leaders who had paid a 
heavy price in jaii time and 
blood during fee six-year in- 
tifada that ^ved the way for 
fee current peace process. 

“The leadership has shoved 
asided the people who have 
straggled, who nave sacrificed 
for fee cause," Mr. Talmas 
said. 

Afghan 
truce 

is stillborn 

KABUL (R) — Rival forces of 
Afghan Prudent Burhahud- 
din Rabteni and Prime Minis- 
ter Gulbuddin Hekmatyar bat- 
tled wife rockets and mortars 
Monday, shattering an agreed 
trace before it could take 
effect. 

Hve rockets landed inside 
Kabul wounding at least five 
people while fee two sides ex- 
changed rocket and mortar fire 
on Sherdarwaza mountains 
south of the capital, witnesses 
said. 

There was rio immediate in- 
formation about the cause of 
fee latest fighting, only a day 
after the Afghan cabinet 
announced a ceasefire between 
fee two sides to be effective 
from Monday in the eastern 
districts of Tagob and Sarobi. 

Government jets were 
bombing Tagob area even on 
Monday although four teams 
had been sent to fee area to 
monitor fee agreed ceasefire, a 
source from Mr. Hekmatyar's 
hardline Hezb-e-lslami ‘ party 
said. ' 

Sunday’s truce was aimed 
first at stopping about two 
months of fighting in Tagob 
and Sarobi tet was later to 
have been applied nationally, 
government sources said. 

Sources at the Defence 
Ministry, which is controlled 
by Mr. Rabbani, accused 
Hezb-e-IsIami of starting Mon- 
day's fighting. No comment 
was immediately available 
^m Mr. Hekmatyar, who 
lives at his fortified Charasyab 
base south of Kabul. 

Presidential spokesman 
Abdul Aziz Morad said forces 
loyal to Mr. Rabbani were 
prepared to respect the cease- 
fire and “it is for Hekmatyar to 
choose between war and 
peace." 

The forces of northern war- 
lord General Abdul Rashid 
Dostum will remain neutral 
and try to mediate between the 
two sides, a spokesman for 
Gen. Dostum said. 

Gen. Rahmanillah Raufi. 
Gen. Dostum’s representative 
in Kabul, appealed to A^an 
leaders to resolve their differ- 
ences peacefully. 

The ceasefire had the back- 
ing of both the president and 
fee prime minister, a spokes- 
man said on Sunday after a 
cabinet meeting. 


“It's those people who have 
lived in underground tunnels 
and not in luxurious hotels who 
should be the leaders of the 
movement." 

“We are protesting the prin- 
ciple of appointment," said 
Mr. Abu Khusa. “What has 
happened to democracy?" 

Mr. Agha, who served three 
months in jail during the upris- 
ing and lost his job as head of 
an Israeli-ran hospital for his 
political activism, said the res- 
ignees were not the only ones 
who had suffered. 

“With all due respect to 
them," Mr. Agha said, “they 
are not the only ones who have 
sacrificed for Paiestine. There 
are thousands of people who 
sacrificed." 

Freih Abu Medein, a mem- 
ber of the Palestinian team feat 
has been negotiating the de- 
tails of an autonomy agree- 
ment with Israel, said the res- 
ignations would have no effect 
on the peace process. 

“This is an internal matter 
that won’t have any adverse 
effects on the implementation 
of the accord," the told the 
Association Press. 

The resignations are further 
signs of a' power struggle over 
who will be in charge when 
Palestinians gain autonomy in 
fee Gaza Strip and the West 
Bank region of Jericho. 

Some resignations, notably 
that of Hanan Ashrawi, who 
stepped down as spokeswoman 


for the Palestinians recently, 
wer prompted by calls for the 
PLO to be more democratic 
and complaints that Mr. Arafiit 
made decisions without con- 
sulting colleagues. Six of fee 
18-member PLO Executive 
Committee in Tunis have also 
resigned. 

“There is something wrong 
with the PLO system that can- 
not be fixed, aiid that is why I 
decided to quit." said Mr. Abu 
Samhandanah, a refugee from 
the Rafah camp, who played a 
leading rale in mustering the 
support of young Palestinians 
for the Israel-PLO accord, 
tigned Sept. 13. 

Mr.Abii Samhadanah, Mr. 
Abu Khusa and Mr. Talmas 
represent fee younger genera- 
tion of Palestinians molded in 
the street battles of the intifa- 
da. 

Mr. Abu Samhadanah 
served a total of nine years in 
Israeli jails, including five 
years in which he was held in 
"administrative detention" 
without trial for being a leader 
of fee underground. Mr. Abu 
Khusa, jailed a dozen times, 
served five years and Mr. Tal- 
mas two years. 

From fee “occupation gen- 
eration," hiany are fluent in 
Hebrew but had credibility 
with fugitive underground 
fighters and feus became an 
address for Israel in seeking 
solutions to local problems. 



Ghali receives message from Libya 

UNITED NATIONS (AFP) — Libya's ambassador to China 
delivered a message from his government to U.N. Secreta^ 
General Boutros Ghali in Beijing at the weekend. Dr. Ghali's 
spokesman said Monday. The spokesman gave no detail about 
the message from Libyan Foreign Minister Omar Al Muntas- 
ser, but it came a month after the Security Coundl ti^tened 
sanctions against Tripoli for its refusal to hand over two mm 
suspected of blowing up a U.S.' airiineis over Scotland in 
19^. killing 270 people. The message was handed over by 
Libya's ambassador to China, Muftah Madi, in a meeting with 
Dr. Ghali in Beijing Sunday. 

Demirel disappointed over ties with Greece 

ANKARA (AP) — President Suleyman Demirel on Monday 
accused Greece of creating tensions that could threaten 
regional stability. Mr. Demirel smd Greece was induding 
Turkey, Mac^onia, Thrace fee Aegean and Cyprus “in the 
region of Hellenistic and political doctrine," creating tension 
and futile straggles. “I would like to hope feat Greece will 
refrain from initiatives feat could wreck stability in fee 
region," Mr. Demirel told a news conference. 

Talabani group claims victory in clashes 

NICOSIA (AP) — The Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) 
claimed victory Monday in week-long clashes with fee small 
fundamentalist Islamic Movement in Kurdistan (IMK). 
“Scores of IMK militiamen and senior offidals have surren- 
dered to the PUK in most parts of (Iraqi) Kurdistan," said a 
PUK communique. It gave no casualty figures. It added that 
the leader of the Islamic Movement of Kur^tan, Mullah 
Osman Abdul Aziz, was reportedly, being escorted to Irbil in 
the company of the commander of fee PUK forces, Jalal 
Talabani. The communique was telephoned to the Associated 
Press by the “regional government of Iraqi Kurdistan.” The 
“government" was established in the autonomous Kurdish 
region carved out in northern Iraq in fee wake of the 1^1 Gulf 
war. 

Turkish minister holds talks in Qatar 

DOHA (AP) — Turkish Foreign Minister Hikmet Cetin held 
talks Monday wife fee Qatari leadership designed to enhance 
traditional close relations and coordinate policies on regional 
issues. Mr. Cetin. who arrived in Qatar on Sunday, was 
received by the emir. Sheikh Khalifa Ben Hamad Al Thani, 
Crown Prince Sheikh Hamad Ben Khalifa Al Thani and 
rorei^ Minister Sheikh Hamad Ben Jassem Ben Jabr Al 
Thani. The official Qatar news agency said the talks covered 
means of expanding relations in the political, economic and 
trade fields, the Middle East peace process and l^nia- 
Herzegovina. No details were provided but the agency also 
reported that Mr. Cetin delivered a message from Prime 
Minister Tansu Ciller to the crown prince, who would be her 
counterpart. 

24 killed, 100,000 affected by typhoon Neil- 

MANILA (AFP) — At least 24 people were killed and 16 
others reported missing as typhoon Nell svrept across fee 
central and southern Philippines prompting P^dent Fidel 
Ramos to declare a state of calamity, officials said Monday. 
The government’s National Disaster Coordinating Council 
(NDCC) said 109356 people were either left homeless or bad 
their farms and property damaged during Nell's rampage 
Sunday. Nell, fee third powerful typhoon to strike the country 
this month, slammed into the northern end of fee main 
southern island of Mindanao early Sunday before slafeine 
across a strina of islands in the central ^ilippines overnight. 


British woman 
aged 59 gives 
birth to twins 

LONDON (R) - A 5v->-car- | 
old Briton has tevinni.* the i 
oldest woman on record m ! 
have twins after giving hirth tn 1 
test-tube babies on Christmas 
Day. u British newiipaper re- 
ported Monday. Tlw woman, 
who W. 1 S not named, was gi\en 
fertility treatment by con- 
tros'crsial Italian dvwtor Sever- 
ino Antinori and bud hcr- 
babies by Caesarean section in 
a London clinic Suturdas, the 
Sun said in what it billed os u 
world exclusive. T'hc case 
caused a fierce cemtroversy ab- 
out pqst-mcnopuusal mothers 
when it firsi became public in 
July, mid-way through the 
woman's pregnancy. The Sun 
ran six pages of comment ab- 
out the ethics of the birth, 
noting that the mother would 
be 77 when her children 
reached official adulthood at 
age 28. ITic average British 
woman's lifespan is ?S, it said. 
Dr. Antinori has helped a suc- 
cession of women over SO be- 
come mother and another o( 
his patients, a 58-year-old 
Swedish woman, gave birth to 
twins in Augu.st. The British 
mother, said to be a wealthy 
businesswoman w'ith no other 
children, was implanted with 
four embryos after her hus- 
band’s sperm were used to 
fertilise eggs donated by an 
anonymous Italian woman in 
her 20s. The report, which put 
fee cost of the treatment at 
around £4,000 ($6,000), did 
not give the sex of the babies 
or the name of the London 
clinic. It said the woman 
turned 59 last month and was 
married to a 4S-year-old eco- 
nomist. 


Holiday-makers 
hurt in S. Africa 
beach brawl 

JOHANNESBURG (R) - 
Dozens of holiday-makers 
were hurt in brawling between 
Macks, whites and Indians on a 
beach in South Africa's port 
city of Durban, police and wit- 
nesses said Monday. Hghcing 
broke out Sunday afternoon 
after a white man shot at a 
fleeing mugger. He missed but 
hit a black. At the same time a . 
man died dt a heart attack in a 
paddling pool. "Although un- 
connected. the incidents 
r?»»^ crowds of people to 
become very unruly and they 
vented their anger on police- 
men bn the scene." a police 
spokesman said. Police broke 
up fights between blacks and.) 
whites and then between 
blacks and Indian crowds, a 
witness said. "The uproar 
lasted about an hour. None of 
fee injuries wereserious but 
police had to fire warning shots 
into fee air to break up the 
warring factions. Several 
police vehicles were dam- 
aged," fee spokesman said. 
No-one was arrested. Refor- " 
mist President F.W. De Klerk 
desegregated beaches in Octo- 
ber 1989, a few months before 
he freed ANC leader Nelson 
Mandela, unbanned political 
groups and began negotiations 
to dismantle apartheid. 

Japanese ^ 

parliament is 
millionaires club 

TOKYO (R) — The son and 
nephew of a gambling tycoon 
are the richest members of 
Japan’s parliament, wbik 
Prime Minister Morihiro 
Hosokawa is the deputy . 
deepest in debt, according to a 
parliamentary report issued 
Monday. The report said the _ 
average Japanese member of ' 
parliament owned assets wortb 
91.3 million yen ($830,000) 
and had loans of about 36.5 
million yen ($331,000). Ave^ 
age assets were down about 1^5 
per cent from a similar report 
issued in June, tefore genera)^ 
elections in July. TTie latest 
report said the richest of tM 
Sll-membcr lower house was 
EitaroTtoyama, a conservative 
without party affiliation and 
■ nephew of gambling magnaie 
Ryoichi Sasagawa. Mt: ' 
Itoyama’s assets were wohli 
'at^t S.OS billion yen ($45. f 
million). Mr. Sasagawa's sob 
T akashi. also a lower bcuse 
member, came in second wifit 
. 4.09 billion yen (L37.1 
in assets. The elder Sasagavs 
controls the oountrv's ^ptdsr 
and lucrative motoitoat raciiig 
circuit in which punters vtugK 
on Uniformly powered 
a circular course. HosiUeawa's 
assets were 98 millioB ye® 
($890,000) against bank 
other loans ouistandit^ worth 
9.30 million yen (S8.4S mifiiot*) 
and attributable to his polities 
campaigns, the report said 
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